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Course Competencies Template - Form 112 
 

GENERAL INFORMATION 

Name: Debbie Goodman Phone #: 305-237-1714 

Course Prefix/Number: CJE 4675 Course Title: Modern Fingerprint Technology 
Number of Credits: 3 

Degree Type :   B.A.      B.S.      B.A.S      A.A.      A.S.      A.A.S. 
 C.C.C.   A.T.C.   C.T.C. (V.C.C.) 

Date Submitted/Revised: 2/17/2009 Effective Year/Term: 2009-1 
 New Course Competency           Revised Course Competency 

Course to be designated as a General Education course (part of the 36 hours of A.A. Gen. Ed. coursework):   Yes      No 

The above course links to the following Learning Outcomes: 
  
  Communication    Social Responsibility 
  Numbers / Data    Ethical Issues 
  Critical thinking    Computer / Technology Usage 
  Information Literacy   Aesthetic / Creative Activities 
  Cultural / Global Perspective  Environmental Responsibility 

Course Description (limit to 50 words or less, must correspond with course description on Form 102):  
 
This course is designed to focus on modern methods of fingerprint detection, preservation, and removal of fingerprint 
evidence pertaining to latent, patent, and plastic prints. Students will learn how to detect and lift a variety of fingerprints 
along with preservation of fingerprint evidence from a crime scene all the way to courtroom presentation. Prerequisite: CJE 
2600 or CJT 2241, Corequisite: CJE 4641. (3 hr. lecture) 
Prerequisite(s):         CJE 2600 Criminal Investigation 
                                                      or  
                     CJT 2241 Modern Fingerprint Technology 

Co requisite(s): CJE 4641 

 
Course Competencies: (for further instruction/guidelines go to: http://www.mdc.edu/asa/curriculum.asp) 

COMPETENCY 1: THE STUDENT WILL OUTLINE THE BASIC ELEMENTS NEEDED TO 
COLLECT FINGERPRINTS BY:  

1. IDENTIFYING THE THREE TYPES OF PRINTS AS LATENT, PATENT, OR PLASTIC, 
2. IDENTIFYING THE NEED TO RECORD PRINTS PHOTOGRAPHICALLY,  
3. LIFTING A PRINT AND DOCUMENTING THE LIFT FOR PROCESSING,  
4. SKETCHING A CRIME SCENE.  

 
COMPETENCY 2: THE STUDENT WILL DISCUSS THE PROPER METHOD AND USE OF 
FINGERPRINT POWDER; ITS STRENGTHS AND WEAKNESSES BY:  

1. IDENTIFYING THE DIFFERENT TYPES OF FINGERPRINTING METHODS,  
2. IDENTIFYING THE TYPES OF POWDER USED FOR A SPECIFIC SURFACE,  
3. ANALYZING THE HISTORY AND THEORY OF FINGERPRINTING, FINGERPRINT 

IDENTIFICATION AND FINGERPRINT DEVELOPMENT,  
4. UTILIZING MAGNETIC POWDER AS WELL AS GRAPHIC POWDERS NINHYDRIN, 

CYANOACRYLATE TO PRESERVE AND IDENTIFY PRINTS.  
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COMPETENCY 3: THE STUDENT WILL DEMONSTRATE THE PROPER METHOD OF 
COLLECTING LATENT, PATENT AND PLASTIC PRINTS BY:  

1. DOCUMENTING A LIFT FOR PROCESSING,  
2. IDENTIFYING THE TYPE OF PRINT,  
3. SECURING THE CRIME SCENE,  
4. DISCUSSING THE CHAIN OF COMMAND,  
5. PACKAGING THE PRINT PROPERLY TO BE SENT TO THE CRIME LAB. 

 
COMPETENCY 4: THE STUDENT WILL DEMONSTRATE THE PROPER METHOD OF 
DOCUMENTING THE COLLECTION AND LOCATION OF EACH FINGERPRINT FOUND AT 
A CRIME SCENE BY:  

1. WRITING A DETAILED REPORT DESCRIBING EACH PRINT LIFTED,  
2. PHOTOGRAPHING EACH PRINT, 
3. IDENTIFYING THE PRINT CARD ON WHICH THE FINGERPRINTS ARE PLACED,  
4. SEPARATING THE CRIME SCENE INTO GRIDS.  

 
COMPETENCY 5: THE STUDENT WILL IDENTIFY THE HAZARDS AT A CRIME SCENE AND 
THE PROPER EQUIPMENT NEEDED TO MAKE THE SCENE SAFE TO PROCESS BY:  

1. ESCRIBING ELEMENTS OF A HAZARDOUS CRIME SCENE, 
2. ANALYZING WHEN A CRIME SCENE IS TOO DANGEROUS TO ENTER,  
3. IDENTIFYING APPROPRIATE PROTECTIVE GEAR AND DECIDING WHEN TO USE 

IT.  
 
COMPETENCY 6: THE STUDENT WILL DESCRIBE THE PROPER METHOD OF PRESERVING 
EACH FINGERPRINT THAT IS LIFTED AT THE SCENE FOR PRESENTATION IN COURT BY:  

1. IDENTIFYING AND DISCUSSING THE NEED FOR A WARRANT TO SEARCH AND 
SEIZE EVIDENCE,  

2. OUTLINING THE CHAIN OF CUSTODY AND CHAIN OF COMMAND,  
3. CREATING A MAJOR CRIME SCENE LOG,  
4. DEMONSTRATING THE PROPER METHOD OF SECURING THE CRIME SCENE.  

 
COMPETENCY 7: THE STUDENT WILL OUTLINE THE PROPER METHOD AND USE OF 
OTHER METHODS OF LIFTING PRINTS OTHER THAN WITH POWDERS BY:  

1. UTILIZING AN ALTERNATE LIGHT SOURCE FOR LIFTING PRINTS, 
2. UTILIZING PHOTO-PRINTING TECHNIQUES,  
3. UTILIZING THE SUPERGLUE PROCESS FOR LIFTING PRINTS,  
4. DEVELOPING PRINTS WITH NINHYDRIN.  

 
COMPETENCY 8: THE STUDENT WILL DESCRIBE AND DISCUSS THE BEST METHODS TO 
PRESERVE FINGERPRINTS THAT ARE LIFTED USING NINHYDRIN, CYANOACRYLATE 
ESTER, AND THE USE OF STAINS FOR PRESENTATION IN COURT BY:  

1. ANALYZING THE BLACK LIGHT PROCESS FOR FINGERPRINTING,  
2. LIFTING PRINTS THROUGH THE USE OF NINHYDRIN,  
3. LIFTING PRINTS THROUGH THE USE OF CYANOACRYLATE ESTER OR 

SUPERGLUE,  
4. PACKAGING PRINTS FOR COURT ROOM PRESENTATION. 
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COMPETENCY 9: THE STUDENT WILL DESCRIBE AND DISCUSS THE PROPER METHOD 
OF TESTIFYING RELATING TO THE COLLECTION OF FINGERPRINTS AND THE CHAIN OF 
CUSTODY BY:  

1. DEFINING EVIDENCE,  
2. PREPARING EVIDENCE FOR COURTROOM PRESENTATION AND TESTIFYING,  
3. DOCUMENTING PROPERLY FOR TESTIFYING,  
4. TESTIFYING PROPERLY TO THE SEQUENCE OF EVENTS AS THEY APPLY TO THE 

COLLECTION OF THE FINGERPRINTS AND OTHER EVIDENCE.  
 
COMPETENCY 10: THE STUDENT WILL DESCRIBE AND DISCUSS THE PROPER METHOD 
OF STORING THE COLLECTED FINGERPRINTS FOR PRESENTATION IN THE 
COURTROOM BY:  

1. CREATING A MAJOR AND MINOR CRIME SCENE LOG,  
2. DEMONSTRATING THE PLACEMENT OF FINGERPRINTS IN A SECURE PROPERTY 

ROOM USING A BARCODE OR NUMBER SYSTEM,  
3. OUTLINING THE CHAIN OF CUSTODY,  
4. UTILIZING APPROPRIATE SECURE CRIME SCENE METHODS.  


