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Due o the Anthrax cases in Flonda and concems regarding potential biclogical or chemical Hweats,
awareness among the public and law enforcement s hesghtened Law enlorcement agencies and fwe
depatments statewide have received numerous requests for infomabon and for assistance in packing up
sispicous packages of letters.  The information below mcludes data regarding the Anthax substance,
characteristics of suspsaous pacdkages and whal 1o do if you receive a SUSeCIoUS pacdage

WHAT 15 ANTHRAXT

Anthrax is an mifectious disease caused by the spore-forming bacterium Bacllus anthracs. Andtweax s very
rare in humans and cannol be transmitied fFom person o person B can appear as a gystallne or powdery
substance that may or may not be seen

Baallus anthracis s an age-old bacternum thal has caused deease for cenbunes in the world  Infection
coimes from contad with anthras -infected anmals or infeded anmal products. The spores ane found widedy
in soil, therefore, anmals that feed on the ground tend to be those most lkely infected These ammals
usually indude cows, sheep and goats. Humans can contract one of three forms of Bacillus anthracs
claneous (skn), intestmal and respiratory

Most commonly, infeded people have been exposed through thesr work such as fanmers, butchers and
velermanans, and those who sort raw wool and lan hides, Symptoms vary depending on exposure but can
include cold and Buype symploms. Doctors can prescribe antibictics for restment of the disease  To be
effecive, ireatment should be ietiated eary. If left untreat ed, the disease can be fatal

The kkalihcod of receivng a package of lelter contasing suspecious substances i remote. However it 15
important for olizens o be aware of charactedstcs thal are common o suspicious packages.  Some
indecators include, but &re not imited to, the following (digk here fw dagran

*  Mailed from a Foresgn Country * Bady Typed or Hand Wnitten
* [Excessive Postage *  Restnicdne Markngs

*  Messpolled Words * Mo Retum Address

*  Addressed to Title Only *  Siramge Odor

*  Wirong Title wath Mame +  LopsidedProfrsding item

* [Ragid or Bulkcy *  Stans on Wrapping
WHAT DO | DO IF | RECEIVE A SUSPICIOUS PACKAGE?

* Leave the leter or package alone. Do not move the item.

*  The mdeadual in contact with the letter should leave the vicamty immed) ately

*  Oiher indraiduals withan the wiandy of the letter should also leave immedialely

*  Contacl your local law enforcement agency and explan whal has ocourmed

# Your local law enforcement agency wall notify the county health department and the Department of

Health to conduct sppropnate testng

Results of the test will be available in me 1o determine what, i any, treatment should be

mplemented

*  Individualz who open or have contad with the lelter or package containing an unknown substance
should thoroughly wash thesr hands with scap and wates

* There is no need to start anhibiohics pror to the analysss of the letier or package

*  Contact information of all individuals that may have been exposed should be collected ammediabely
These indsiduals should be reassuned thal they will be contacted as soon as mesulls ae known

-

Sources Canler for Disease Conirol, LIS Poslal Seracs, Flonda Deparimant of Healh, Flonda Departmant of Lew Enforcerment

For Public Dissemination




WP o

Information on Suspicious Packages 0’%

October 12, 2001

Some of these characteristics are provided in the illustration below
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