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What are electronic portfolios? 

Electronic portfolios are selective and purposeful collections of student work made available on the Internet. Portfolios focus on the students' reflections on their own work. They are records of learning, growth, and change. They provide meaningful documentation of students' abilities. Electronic portfolios provide information to students, parents, teachers, and members of the learning and employment community about what students have learned or are able to do. They represent a learning history. 

Teachers and students may construct portfolios specific to one subject area, or across the curriculum. Portfolios may also be more inclusive, containing samples of work across curricular areas. They may also include relevant experience from outside the taught curriculum such as involvement in community groups, clubs and societies as well as part time employment. 

Portfolios bring together curriculum, teaching and learning and assessment. Through the use of portfolios, teachers and students can develop a shared understanding of what constitutes quality work, and acquire a common language for evaluating students' accomplishments. 

The ability to use a portfolio approach frees the teacher and student from the normal constraints of a timetable slot, a limited amount of time and limited learning resources. Learning can now take place on a more flexible basis because by definition, electronic portfolios confer an anywhere anytime learning facility on teacher and students. 

The use of portfolios has the potential to transform learning. Electronic portfolios can lead to classrooms that are more student-centred rather than teacher-centred, students accept more responsibility and become agents in their own education. 

There is growing use of portfolios and extended assignments in the classroom in the form of files and extended project based work. The electronic portfolio, however, is a new option allowed by the increase of technology in the classroom, providing yet another perspective on what students can do. Electronic portfolios can include varied media such as text, graphics, video and sound, going beyond just paper and pencil work. 

A student using an Electronic Portfolio is demonstrating the ability to select the appropriate media to suit the needs of the audience as well as, by necessity, demonstrating proficiency in technology.
Electronic portfolios are accessible.

The major advantage of electronic portfolios over folders and notebooks is that they provide easy access to student performance. Students' work is readily accessible to students, parents, and other teachers over the Internet. This process introduces economy in storage, and ease of access from anywhere in the world. 

More sophisticated systems are now making a distinction between publicly accessible information published to the web and password protected portfolios. The latter contain ongoing assignments in development or draft format or for submission as assessment or examination coursework. 

Electronic portfolios can store multiple media. 

The flexibility of the electronic portfolio means that samples of oral work, photographic images, artwork, and animation can now be captured and stored. This expands the profile of the student as a learner and makes for more exciting learning possibilities 



