
SENTENCE ESSENTIALS - ENC 0002

COMPOUND SENTENCES - REVIEW

A SIMPLE SENTENCE is an INDEPENDENT CLAUSE that has a subject, a verb, and expresses a complete
thought.  It may contain a compound subject or compound verb.

My nephew and niece  like to sing . [a simple sentence with a  compound sub ject]

             subj.           subj.    verb

     Joe washed the dishes and emptied the trash. [a simple sentence with a compound verb]

            subj.  verb                                 verb

Trying to finish on time, Tammy rushed through her chores. [simple sentence with a phrase at the beginning]
                                              subj.       verb                                       

A COMPOUND SENTENCE contains two independent clauses of equal importance; each clause must have a
subject(s) and verb(s) and express a complete thought.
      The telephone rang repeatedly, but nobody answered it.
                    subj.         verb                                subj.         verb 

THREE METHODS OF CONSTRUCTING COMPOUND SENTENCES (coordination):

I thought the movie was funny.  My brother didn’t. [two simple sentences]

1)  COMMA + COORDINATING conjunction
      (for, and, nor, but, or, yet, so)

I thought the movie was funny , but my brother didn’t.

I fell down the step , and I broke my foot.

2)  SEMICOLON (;) 

     Watch out: do NOT use a ; with a conjunction

I thought the movie was funny; my brother didn’t.

I fell down the step; I broke my foot.

3)  SEMICOLON + CONJUNCTIVE ADVERB
     

I thought the movie was funny; however, my brother didn’t.

I thought the movie was funny; my brother didn’t, however. 

I thought the movie was funny; my brother, however, didn’t.
[the semicolon stays between the two independent clauses]

Watch out: A comma is used when the coordinating conjunction joins two clauses.
A comma is NOT used when the coordinating conjunction joins two subjects, verbs, or phrases:

I bought bread , but I forgot the mayonnaise.  [but joining two clauses needs a comma]

I bought bread  but  forgot the mayonnaise.     [but joining two verbs needs no comma]

Watch out: Use a semicolon with a conjunctive adverb ONLY when the adverb is between two independent clauses;
the semicolon, not the adverb, joins the clauses:  My sister, however, refuses to attend my wedding. 
If you remove however, there is only one main clause, so no semicolon.

REVIEW OF COMMA RULES
• Use a comma in a COMPOUND SENTENCE joined by a COORDINATING CONJUNCTION.

This is a compound sentence with a coordinating conjunction, so it needs a comma.
• Do NOT use a comma with a coordinating conjunction that is not between two independent clauses.

This is not a compound sentence but is a only a compound verb. [no comma]

• Use a comma after a CONJUNCTIVE ADVERB in a compound sentence.

This sentence has a semicolon and conjunctive adverb; therefore, a comma is used after the adverb.
• Use commas on both sides of a CONJUNCTIVE ADVERB that interrupts a sentence.

This is not a compound sentence so, therefore, does not need a semicolon.



On the space provided, write ‘C’ for the COMPOUND sentences and ‘S’ for SIMPLE sentences.

1. _____   Movers will haul the office equipment and work supplies to the new site.

2. _____   Maybe I reacted harshly; however, I do not intend to apologize.

3. _____   My bank stopped offering free checking, so I opened an account elsewhere.

4. _____   The machine sorts and counts U.S. coins but rejects Canadian coins.

5. _____   After looking all over my hotel room, I still couldn’t find my airline ticket.

6. _____   She extended a ladder to the second story; then she drilled a hole in the wall.

7. _____   The paper, therefore, needs to be a minimum of ten pages long.

Fill in a COORDINATING CONJUNCTION or CONJUNCTIVE ADVERB that fits the sentence as it is punctuated..

8. Juan’s car is his prized possession, __________ he maintains it well.

9. We can eat in the cafeteria, ___________ we can order pizza for delivery.

10. Movie tickets have become very expensive; ______________ , we can’t go as often.

11. You can turn your paper in early and get extra credit, __________ you can turn it in on the due date.

12. My rent is not very much; ________________ , I still have trouble paying for it some months.

13. Dad would have ordered another cup of coffee, ____________ he was trying to cut down on caffeine.

14. I balanced my checkbook, ___________ I paid all my bills.

15. The flag once waved above the building, ___________ someone stole it last night.

Put COMMAS or SEMICOLONS in the following sentences.  Put a ‘C’ next to any sentences that need no punctuation.

16. A disturbance in the audience distracted the actor so he missed his cue.

17. A rainbow appeared after the rain but it did not last long.

18. A rainbow appeared after the rain but did not last long.

19. The temperature outside was below freezing however the fireplace kept us warm inside.

20. A red light was flashing on her dashboard therefore Holly pulled into the nearest garage.

21. I do not want to go on the cruise I would like to however go to the boat to see you off.

22. We can register for classes online and can also get our grades online.

23. At ten o’clock I finished my paper at eleven I had to turn it in.

24. My statistics class is very challenging therefore many students get together outside of class.

25. My statistics class is very challenging many students therefore get together outside of class.
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