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SENTENCE ESSENTIALS - ENC 0002

VERBS - REVIEW

There are three kinds of verbs:
• ACTION VERBS tell what the subject is doing.  

The telephone rings loudly. [rings tells what the telephone is doing]

• LINKING VERBS do not show action; they link the subject to an adjective that describes it or a noun or
pronoun that renames it.

The bride looks beautiful. [looks links the subject bride to the adjective beautiful]

Her sister is a doctor. [is links the sub ject sister to the noun doctor]

• HELPING (auxiliary) VERBS work with the main verb to show tense. Helping verbs are always included in
identifying the complete verb phrase.  The most common helping verbs forms of be, do, or have.  [see chart  p. 80

plus the handout)]

Jason has  completed all of the assignments for his math class.  
                        helping vb      main vb

A sentence must have a main verb; however, it does not have to have a helping verb.

THINGS TO REMEMBER ABOUT SUBJECTS AND VERBS:

• AN S is needed on a present tense verb when the subject can be replaced by he, she or it.

John attends all the Marlins games. [John can be replaced by he, so needs an S on the verb]

• INFINITIVES: to + verb is an infinitive and not part of the verb.
I wanted to join the gym. [wanted is the verb ; to join  is an infinitive and is not part of the verb]

• ADVERBS often appear between a main verb and helping verb, but are NOT part of the verb phrase.
I have never seen him in such a good mood.   [Never is an adverb; it is NOT part of the verb.]                               

           hlp vb   adv.    main vb

• In sentences that begin with “HERE” or “THERE,” the subject follows the verb.
There are more wildfires during the dry summer months. 

                        verb               subject

• In a QUESTION, the subject usually comes between the helping and main verbs.
Will you take your vacation in August?

             hlp vb-sub-main vb

• The subject of a COMMAND is always an implied “you.”
Turn off the lights. [YOU is the implied subject of the sentence.]

              verb

FRAGMENTS can occur when the sentence is not complete because of one of the following:
• There is a subject but no verb:

Fragment:    The Army unit assigned to the 4th Battalion. [verb missing]

Correct: The Army unit assigned to the 4th Battalion was stationed in Iraq. [verb added]

• There is a verb but no subject:
Fragment:  Was a great party. [subject missing]

Correct: It was a great party. [subject added]

• Helping verb is missing:
Fragment: The trees blowing in the wind. [the verb needs a helping verb]

Correct: The trees were blowing in the wind. [a helping verb was added]



PRACTICE
Directions: Cross out prepositional phrases, infinitives, and adverbs.  Then circle the subjects and underline the verbs,
including helping verbs.

1. The baby’s mother was singing softly to him.

2. There was a protest about the manager’s decision to lower wages.

3. Here is the weather report for this weekend.

4. The poodle was excitedly barking at the mailman.

5. The babysitter was talking on the phone for four hours.

6. Did the hungry bear eat the food?

7. He could not call his mother to tell her about the accident.

8. Please don’t call me anymore.

9. Here is my lost wallet under my bed.

10. Didn’t your sister ever visit you at school?

11. I will always be your friend.

12. Two of her friends have always lived in Hawaii.

13. Look very closely again at the directions.

Directions: Mark the following groups of words are SENTENCES (S)or FRAGMENTS (F).

1. _____  Joe printed his history notes on colored paper.

2. _____ The Jamaican band for the American audience. 

3. _____ My favorite delivery pizza is Dominos.

4. _____ The children splashing in the pool.

5. _____ The airplane departed from Miami International Airport.

6. _____ Manuel’s alarm rings every morning at 5 a.m.

7. _____ The students wearing shorts and T-shirts.

Directions: Correct the following fragments by adding either a subject, verb, or helping verb .

14. Wanted to know when the party started.

________________________________________________________________________________________________

15. Is going with us?

________________________________________________________________________________________________

16. Ingrid having a very bad day.

________________________________________________________________________________________________

17. The fans cheering in the stands.

________________________________________________________________________________________________
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