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Course Description 
CJK0355 | Legal for Correc�onal Officers | 22 hours/0.73 credits 
Students will study the legal framework governing correc�onal opera�ons, including cons�tu�onal rights of inmates, 
statutory requirements, liability issues, and court decisions that impact daily correc�onal prac�ces. The course covers 
search and seizure procedures, disciplinary processes, and legal standards for ins�tu�onal opera�ons. 
 
Course Competencies: 
Competency 1: The student will demonstrate understanding of cons�tu�onal rights and legal principles governing 
correc�onal opera�ons by: 

1. Analyzing the cons�tu�onal amendments that establish inmate rights within correc�onal facili�es 
2. Evalua�ng the balance between ins�tu�onal security needs and individual cons�tu�onal protec�ons 
3. Examining landmark Supreme Court cases that have shaped correc�onal law and prac�ce 
4. Interpre�ng federal and state statutory requirements governing correc�onal opera�ons 

 
Competency 2: The student will apply legal standards for search and seizure procedures in correc�onal se�ngs by: 

1. Implemen�ng proper search protocols while maintaining legal compliance and safety standards 
2. Dis�nguishing between different types of searches and their respec�ve legal requirements 
3. Documen�ng search procedures in accordance with legal and ins�tu�onal standards 
4. Assessing situa�ons that warrant emergency search procedures under legal guidelines 
5. Evalua�ng evidence collec�on methods that meet cons�tu�onal and procedural requirements 

 
Competency 3: The student will demonstrate knowledge of disciplinary processes and due process requirements by: 

1. Applying due process procedures in correc�onal disciplinary hearings and inves�ga�ons 
2. Preparing disciplinary reports that meet legal standards and eviden�ary requirements 
3. Implemen�ng progressive discipline strategies while maintaining legal compliance 
4. Evalua�ng the appropriateness of disciplinary sanc�ons based on legal precedent 

 
Competency 4: The student will assess liability issues and risk management strategies in correc�onal opera�ons by: 

1. Iden�fying poten�al liability risks in daily correc�onal opera�ons and decision-making 
2. Implemen�ng policies and procedures that minimize ins�tu�onal and personal liability exposure 
3. Analyzing court decisions that establish standards of care and professional responsibility 
4. Developing documenta�on prac�ces that protect against legal challenges and liability claims 
5. Evalua�ng emergency response procedures for legal compliance and risk reduc�on 

 
Learning Outcomes:  

• Communicate effec�vely using listening, speaking, reading, and wri�ng skills  
• Solve problems using cri�cal and crea�ve thinking and scien�fic reasoning  
• Formulate strategies to locate, evaluate, and apply informa�on 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


