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City Of Miami Funds New Scholarship At
Miami Dade College To Honor School's
Outgoing President

By SAM TURKEN (/PEOPLE/SAM-TURKEN) « JUL 19,2019
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The city of Miami and Miami Dade College introduced a new scholarship on Friday named after the school's

president, Eduardo Padron.

SAM TURKEN / WLRN

The City of Miami is funding a new scholarship at Miami Dade College that honors the
school’s outgoing president Eduardo Padrén by helping students finish their degrees.

The Eduardo J. Padron Completion Scholarship Fund will provide 50 students with $1,000
each to support their tuition and other fees. Miami Mayor Francis Suarez says it will
preserve Padron’s legacy of addressing inequality and giving students education
opportunities.
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“You own our heart and legacy,” Suarez told Padrén during an introduction of the fund on
Friday. “His entire career has been dedicated to education, which...is in fact the pathway to
prosperity.”

Padron is retiring after serving as president since 1995. During his tenure, the school has
grown into one of the largest higher education institutions in the country with more than
165,000 students.

More than 80 percent of the students rely on financial assistance to pay tuition. The school
also ranks first in the state among universities and schools for improving students’ economic
social mobility.

Padroén said the new scholarship will go a long way for students trying to pay tuition and
other expenses.



“Talent is universal, but opportunity most often is not. So when we open the door of
opportunity by allowing the talent to be harnessed, we're doing a great thing for our
community,” he said.

Miami officials said the scholarship is part of a city initiative to drive inclusive growth and
create more economic opportunities. The initiative includes job training programs and the
creation of child savings accounts for 2,400 incoming kindergarteners.

Miami Dade College has been conducting a search for Padron’s successor and is considering
four finalists: Lenore Rodicio, Executive Vice President and Provost of Miami Dade College;
Reagan Romali, Superintendent-President of Long Beach Community College; Divina
Grossman, President and Chief Academic Officer at the University of St. Augustine of
Health of Health Services, and Paul Broadie Il, President of Gateway Community College.

The finalists will give presentations on their goals on July 22 and July 23. The school’s Board
of Trustees will then interview them on July 24 before making a final decision later that day.
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City of Miami Announces Eduardo
J. Padrén Completion Scholarship
Fund to Support MDC Students

The MDC scholarship is part of the City of Miami's Path to Prosperity
Initiative
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City Manager Dr. Emilio T. Gonzalez, Dr. Eduardo J. Padrén and City of Miami Mayor Francis Suarez



City of Miami Mayor Francis Suarez and City Manager Dr. Emilio T. Gonzalez announced
today a gift of $50,000 to create the Eduardo J. Padrén Completion Scholarship Fund to
support Miami Dade College students who are close to completing their degrees or
certificate programs. The fund will be awarded to 50 students this year in time for MDC's
upcoming giving day | AM MDC Day (http://www.mdc.edu/iammdc/) on Friday, Sept. 6.

As part of the City of Miami's Path to Prosperity Initiative, the new scholarship fund will give
students the opportunity to more closely focus on their courses and complete their degrees
while reducing the financial pressure to work full-time. Each scholarship recipient will
receive $1,000 to support tuition and fees.

Nationally, about 15 percent of college students drop out with 75 percent of their credits
completed.

“The Eduardo J. Padréon Completion Scholarship Fund serves as a welcome addition in our
mission to create a pathway to prosperity for every resident in the City of Miami,” said
Mayor Francis Suarez. “By accelerating program completion for students in the final year of
their degree at MDC, this scholarship enables students to graduate, start their careers, and
become active participants in our community’s future. | look forward to seeing this program
carry on Dr. Padron’s legacy of transforming lives through education and opportunity.”

At MDC, more than 80% of students rely on financial assistance to attend college. With
support, MDC students are able to climb higher on the ladder of social mobility. MDC ranks
first in the state among colleges and universities for improving student economic social
mobility, with 36% who move up two or more income quartiles and 4™ in the nation.

“Education is the great equalizer that builds a vibrant Miami, and we are so grateful to our
partners at the City of Miami for this generous support of our students,” added Dr. Lenore
Rodicio, executive vice president and provost of MDC. “Our hope is that students who
receive this scholarship will benefit from the extra boost to reach the finish line, and we
know they will go on to successful careers and be the changemakers of tomorrow because
of the foundation they received at MDC.”

Mayor Suarez first shared plans for the scholarship fund in May during the re-naming
ceremony of MDC's Little Havana campus to the Eduardo J. Padréon Campus. Dr. Padrén will
step down in the fall, after nearly 25 years as College President and 50 years of service
excellence to MDC.

For more information, please visit www.mdcfoundation.com
(http://www.mdcfoundation.com)
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Gov. Ron DeSantis, who rescinded FAMU Trustee Nicole Washington’s appointment to the

board that oversees Florida’s public universities, now has named her a trustee of Miami Dade

College.

Miami Dade College has seven campus and 165,000 students.

Washington, an educational consultant, will serve a four-year term on the college’s board of
trustees. She’d been among 214 people placed on state boards and commissions by former
Gov. Rick Scott, as his administration dwindled to a close, whose appointments DeSantis

withdrew upon taking office.

DeSantis said the retractions were nothing personal, but “I think it's important for us to take a
fresh look at all this and make sure that we have folks who are going to work hard to put stuff

in the right direction.”

Washington is well known in Republican and educational circles having worked in the
Governor's Office under former Gov. Rick Scott, and at the Florida Board of Governors. She
served on Florida’s Constitution Revision Commission under Scott. She now runs

Washington Strategies LLC, an education consultancy.



She holds a bachelor’s degree in anthropology from Princeton University plus advanced
degrees from Mercy College and Columbia University, according to the governor's

office. Her term on the FAMU Board is set to expire in January 2020.
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In this Monday, July 15, 2019, photo people walk by Miami Dade College Medical Campus's new Center for Learning,
Innovation and Simulation in Miami. MIAMI HERALD VIA AP MATIAS J. OCNER

MIAMI

Lying on the table, surrounded by two nurses, a woman shrieks in pain, "There's something

horribly wrong!" Demonstrators protest against Gov.

Ricardo Rossello

She's in labor, and nurse Shanti Fernandez is helping to deliver her baby. While another nurse
assures her that everything will be fine, Fernandez pulls out a healthy baby boy — made of silicone. o

Behind a glass window, Miami Dade College nurses control the movement of the mannequin on
the table, named Victoria, and her baby's movements from a set of computers. They can launch
pre-programmed medical simulations — the mother may have a Cesarean section, or her baby may
have a dislocated arm — and adjust them according to the nurses' — or students' — responses.
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And right behind them is another "Victoria," who can do all the same things.

"They're amazing, everything they are capable of doing," Fernandez said. "These pretty much can
do anything."

The two Victorias' labor rooms join 15 other simulation rooms in MDC's new Center for Learning,
Innovation and Simulation, unveiled Tuesday at the MDC Medical Campus, 950 NW 20th St. It
will begin serving the campus' 1,700 students in the fall.

The five-story, $56 million building is made to look like a real hospital, complete with operating
rooms, examination tables and medicine and equipment dispensers.

The new facility is intended to provide students with the technology to keep pace with the rapid
growth in demand for skilled healthcare professionals. And the "high-fidelity" mannequins that
populate the hospital beds provide students with realistic practice before they begin treating actual
patients.

"We kill the plastic people so we don't kill the real people," EMS program coordinator Michael
Yoder said.




The mannequins shed tears, bleed, blink and move. Those controlling them can choose from a
laundry list of facial expressions, conditions and complications. Each simulation room is equipped
with cameras, so students and professors can discuss procedures.

Among the advantages of mechanized medical education is the level of control instructors have
over the conditions each faux patient experiences, allowing students to gain experience dealing
with conditions and crises that they may not encounter in the field.

"You don't always get to see a labor," said nurse Mary Worsley. "This way, when they go in, it's not
a big surprise.”

Down the hall from Victoria sits a simulated ambulance that moves as if it were being driven
through traffic, challenging students to inject a mannequin with an IV or rescue it from cardiac
arrest as if they were en route to the emergency room.

Outside the third floor, where the majority of the simulators are housed, the facility has a mock
physical therapy center, histology center and 72 hospital beds.

A market that's expected to exceed $3 billion in the next five years, healthcare simulators have
been popping up all over the world. Miami Dade College's new center joins the University of South
Florida and Florida Atlantic University in providing healthcare simulation in medical education.

Plans for MDC's center began in 2010. Drawing from visits of medical centers throughout the
country, designers spent six years crafting the blueprint before beginning construction in 2016.
Along with the new center, Tuesday's ribbon-cutting marked the opening of another project, a 154-
spot parking lot.

While Medical Campus President Bryan Stewart affirms that 100% of the facility will be available
to MDC students, he is also looking to make the center available to those outside of Miami Dade
College. Baptist Hospital, Jackson Memorial Hospital, Mount Sinai Medical Center and Miami
Jewish Health Systems are among the hospitals eyeing the new center for potential training
partnerships for staff, he said.

"It's really a game-changer," Stewart said. "It's hard to do it justice until you've actually been able
to look init."
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Mannequins Help Students Learn Ins
and Outs of Health Care

These mannequins aren't for fashion. They're for medical training at new MDC center.

By Associated Press, Wire Service Content  July 20,2019

BY JULIA INGRAM, MIAMI Herald

MIAMI (AP) — Lying on the table, surrounded by two nurses, a woman shrieks in
pain, "There's something horribly wrong!"

She's in labor, and nurse Shanti Fernandez is helping to deliver her baby. While
another nurse assures her that everything will be fine, Fernandez pulls out a
healthy baby boy — made of silicone.

Behind a glass window, Miami Dade College nurses control the movement of the
mannequin on the table, named Victoria, and her baby's movements from a set
of computers. They can launch pre-programmed medical simulations — the
mother may have a Cesarean section, or her baby may have a dislocated arm —
and adjust them according to the nurses' — or students' — responses.

And right behind them is another "Victoria," who can do all the same things.
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The five-story, $56 million building is made to look like a real hospital, complete
with operating rooms, examination tables and medicine and equipment
dispensers.

The new facility is intended to provide students with the technology to keep
pace with the rapid growth in demand for skilled healthcare professionals. And
the "high-fidelity" mannequins that populate the hospital beds provide students
with realistic practice before they begin treating actual patients.

"We kill the plastic people so we don't kill the real people," EMS program
coordinator Michael Yoder said.

The mannequins shed tears, bleed, blink and move. Those controlling them can
choose from a laundry list of facial expressions, conditions and complications.
Each simulation room is equipped with cameras, so students a"ﬁd"’p'f*df"‘e"SI’S”d"r‘s;
can discuss procedures.
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Down the hall from Victoria sits a simulated ambulance that moves as if it were
being driven through traffic, challenging students to inject a mannequin with an
IV or rescue it from cardiac arrest as if they were en route to the emergency
room.

Outside the third floor, where the majority of the simulators are housed, the
facility has a mock physical therapy center, histology center and 72 hospital
beds.

A market that's expected to exceed $3 billion in the next five years, healthcare
simulators have been popping up all over the world. Miami Dade College's new
center joins the University of South Florida and Florida Atlantic University in
providing healthcare simulation in medical education.

Plans for MDC's center began in 2010. Drawing from visits of medical centers
throughout the country, designers spent six years crafting the blueprint before
beginning construction in 2016. Along with the new center, Tuesday's ribbon-
cutting marked the opening of another project, a 154-spot parking lot.

While Medical Campus President Bryan Stewart affirms that 100% of the facility
will be available to MDC students, he is also looking to make the center available
to those outside of Miami Dade College. Baptist Hospital, Jackson Memorial
Hospital, Mount Sinai Medical Center and Miami Jewish Health Systems are
among the hospitals eyeing the new center for potential training partnerships for
staff, he said.

. We are running a quick survey.
' Would you like to participate?

l Start Survey } No Thanks




"It's really a game-changer," Stewart said. "It's hard to do it justice until you've
actually been able to look in it."

Information from: The Miami Herald, http://www.herald.com

Copyright 2019 The Associated Press. All rights reserved. This material may not
be published, broadcast, rewritten or redistributed.
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Mannequins help students learn ins and
outs of health care

By JULIAINGRAM  July 20, 2019

MIAMI (AP) — Lying on the table, surrounded by two nurses, a woman
shrieks in pain, “There’s something horribly wrong!”

She’s in labor, and nurse Shanti Fernandez is helping to deliver her baby.
While another nurse assures her that everything will be fine, Fernandez
pulls out a healthy baby boy — made of silicone.

Behind a glass window, Miami Dade College nurses control the
movement of the mannequin on the table, named Victoria, and her baby’s
movements from a set of computers. They can launch pre-programmed
medical simulations — the mother may have a Cesarean section, or her
baby may have a dislocated arm — and adjust them according to the

nurses’ — or students’ — responses.



And right behind them is another “Victoria,” who can do all the same
things.

“They’re amazing, everything they are capable of doing,” Fernandez said.
“These pretty much can do anything.”

The two Victorias’ labor rooms join 15 other simulation rooms in MDC’s
new Center for Learning, Innovation and Simulation, unveiled Tuesday at
the MDC Medical Campus, 950 NW 20th St. It will begin serving the
campus’ 1,700 students in the fall.

The five-story, $56 million building is made to look like a real hospital,
complete with operating rooms, examination tables and medicine and

equipment dispensers.

The new facility is intended to provide students with the technology to
keep pace with the rapid growth in demand for skilled healthcare
professionals. And the “high-fidelity” mannequins that populate the
hospital beds provide students with realistic practice before they begin
treating actual patients.

“We kill the plastic people so we don’t kill the real people,” EMS program
coordinator Michael Yoder said.

The mannequins shed tears, bleed, blink and move. Those controlling
them can choose from a laundry list of facial expressions, conditions and
complications. Each simulation room is equipped with cameras, so

students and professors can discuss procedures.

Among the advantages of mechanized medical education is the level of
control instructors have over the conditions each faux patient
experiences, allowing students to gain experience dealing with conditions

and crises that they may not encounter in the field.

“You don’t always get to see a labor,” said nurse Mary Worsley. “This
way, when they go in, it’s not a big surprise.”



Down the hall from Victoria sits a simulated ambulance that moves as if it
were being driven through traffic, challenging students to inject a
mannequin with an IV or rescue it from cardiac arrest as if they were en

route to the emergency room.

Outside the third floor, where the majority of the simulators are housed,
the facility has a mock physical therapy center, histology center and 72
hospital beds.

A market that’s expected to exceed $3 billion in the next five years,
healthcare simulators have been popping up all over the world. Miami
Dade College’s new center joins the University of South Florida and
Florida Atlantic University in providing healthcare simulation in medical

education.

Plans for MDC’s center began in 2010. Drawing from visits of medical
centers throughout the country, designers spent six years crafting the
blueprint before beginning construction in 2016. Along with the new
center, Tuesday’s ribbon-cutting marked the opening of another project,
a 154-spot parking lot.

While Medical Campus President Bryan Stewart affirms that 100% of the
facility will be available to MDC students, he is also looking to make the
center available to those outside of Miami Dade College. Baptist Hospital,
Jackson Memorial Hospital, Mount Sinai Medical Center and Miami
Jewish Health Systems are among the hospitals eyeing the new center for
potential training partnerships for staff, he said.

“It’s really a game-changer,” Stewart said. “It’s hard to do it justice until

you've actually been able to look in it.”

Information from: The Miami Herald, http://www.herald.com
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In this Monday, July 15, 2019, photo people walk by Miami Dade College Medical Campus’s new Center for Learning,
Innovation and Simulation in Miami. (Matias J. Ocner/Miami Herald via AP) more >

By JULIA INGRAM - Associated Press - Saturday, July 20, 2019

MIAMI (AP) - Lying on the table, surrounded by two nurses, a woman

shrieks in pain, “There's something horribly wrong!”



She’s in labor, and nurse Shanti Fernandez is helping to deliver her
baby. While another nurse assures her that everything will be fine,

Fernandez pulls out a healthy baby boy - made of silicone.

Behind a glass window, Miami Dade College nurses control the
movement of the mannequin on the table, named Victoria, and her
baby’s movements from a set of computers. They can launch pre-
programmed medical simulations - the mother may have a Cesarean
section, or her baby may have a dislocated arm - and adjust them

according to the nurses’ - or students’ - responses.

And right behind them is another “Victoria,” who can do all the same

things.

“They're amazing, everything they are capable of doing,” Fernandez

said. “These pretty much can do anything.”

The two Victorias' labor rooms join 15 other simulation rooms in
MDC's new Center for Learning, Innovation and Simulation, unveiled
Tuesday at the MDC Medical Campus, 950 NW 20th St. It will begin

serving the campus' 1,700 students in the fall.

The five-story, $56 million building is made to look like a real
hospital, complete with operating rooms, examination tables and

medicine and equipment dispensers.



The new facility is intended to provide students with the technology
to keep pace with the rapid growth in demand for skilled healthcare
professionals. And the “high-fidelity” mannequins that populate the
hospital beds provide students with realistic practice before they

begin treating actual patients.

“We kill the plastic people so we don't kill the real people,” EMS

program coordinator Michael Yoder said.

The mannequins shed tears, bleed, blink and move. Those
controlling them can choose from a laundry list of facial expressions,
conditions and complications. Each simulation room is equipped

with cameras, so students and professors can discuss procedures.

Among the advantages of mechanized medical education is the level
of control instructors have over the conditions each faux patient
experiences, allowing students to gain experience dealing with

conditions and crises that they may not encounter in the field.

“You don't always get to see a labor,” said nurse Mary Worsley. “This

way, when they go in, it's not a big surprise.”

Down the hall from Victoria sits a simulated ambulance that moves
as if it were being driven through traffic, challenging students to
inject a mannequin with an IV or rescue it from cardiac arrest as if

they were en route to the emergency room.



Outside the third floor, where the majority of the simulators are
housed, the facility has a mock physical therapy center, histology
center and 72 hospital beds.

A market that's expected to exceed $3 billion in the next five years,
healthcare simulators have been popping up all over the world.
Miami Dade College’s new center joins the University of South
Florida and Florida Atlantic University in providing healthcare

simulation in medical education.

Plans for MDC's center began in 2010. Drawing from visits of medical
centers throughout the country, designers spent six years crafting
the blueprint before beginning construction in 2016. Along with the
new center, Tuesday’s ribbon-cutting marked the opening of another

project, a 154-spot parking lot.

While Medical Campus President Bryan Stewart affirms that 100% of
the facility will be available to MDC students, he is also looking to
make the center available to those outside of Miami Dade College.
Baptist Hospital, Jackson Memorial Hospital, Mount Sinai Medical
Center and Miami Jewish Health Systems are among the hospitals
eyeing the new center for potential training partnerships for staff, he

said.

“It's really a game-changer,” Stewart said. “It's hard to do it justice

until you've actually been able to look in it.”
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Miami Dade College completes
$58M health training center
(photos)

Jul19, 2019, 12:37pm EDT

Miami Dade College opened its
$58 million Center for Learning,
Innovation, and Simulation to
boost its health provider
programs.

Located on its Medical Campus
at 950 N.W. 20th St., the five-
story facility simulates MIAMI DADE COLLEGE
conditions found in most

hospitals.




It features 15 patient rooms, a simulated ambulance, a home health
apartment, 10 examination rooms, medical labs, and a physical
therapy facility. It also has a 300-seat conference center and a 150-
seat lecture facility.

“Health care occupations are expected to grow by 18 percent by
2026,” said Dr. Bryan Stewart, president of the MD Medical Campus.
“We're going to be able to offer students the technology and
resources they need to fill many of the ‘hot’ new jobs.”

MDC programs that will learn in the new center include emergency
medical services, nuclear medicine technology, nursing and
physician assistant, health information technology, radiography, and
pharmacy technology.

Brian Bandell
Senior Reporter
South Florida Business Journal
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Alexandre Moratto picked up the "Someone to Watch" Award earlier this year for his

shoestring-budgeted debut, featuring a compelling cast of newbies.

Kate Erbland
Jul 17, 2019 10:06 am
¥ @katerbland




“Socrates” ° "
Eﬂking Glass Pictures IndleWI re Q

Since its inception in 1994, the Indie Spirits’ “Someone to Watch” Award has
singled out such rising filmmakers as Larry Fessenden, Marc Forster, Debra
Eisenstadt, Lynn Shelton (with Barry Jenkins also nominated that same year),
Anna Rose Holmer, and Justin Chon. Earlier this year, Brazilian first-time
filmmaker Alexandre Moratto joined those rarified ranks with his micro-budgeted
“Socrates.”

The film, made for just $20,000 with a group of mostly brand-new talents at the
Querd Institute in Brazil, also picked up nods for the John Cassavetes Award and
Best Male Lead, pitting star Christian Malheiros against such heavy-hitters as
Ethan Hawke, Joaquin Phoenix, John Cho, and Daveed Diggs. Now, the film is
gearing up for its North American release.

Per the film’s official synopsis: “After his mother’s sudden death, Socrates, a 15-
year-old living on the margins of Sdo Paulo’s coast, must survive on his own. As he
faces isolation because of his sexuality, his search for a decent, worthy life reaches
a breaking point.” “Socrates” stars newcomer Malheiros in the titular role
alongside Tales Ordakji, Caio Martinez Pacheco, Rosane Paulo, and Jayme
Rodrigues.
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'Cubby’ Trailer: A Quirky Queer Coming-of-Age Comedy Featuring Patricia
Richardson

'End of the Century' Trailer: Swooning Gay Romance Is the Argentine Answer to
‘Weekend'

The film was produced by filmmaker Ramin Bahrani and is the debut feature film
from 29-year-old Brazilian-American filmmaker Moratto. It is the first feature
produced by the Quer6 Institute in Brazil where it was co-written, produced, and
acted by at-risk teenagers from local low-income communities, with the support of
UNICEF.

“We made ‘Socrates’ on a twenty thousand dollar budget, with a cast and crew of
local teenagers as part of a UNICEF-support project in Brazil,” said Moratto in an
official statement. “I'm proud that their hard work gets to be represented in front
of, and behind, the camera through our inclusive production model, and that we’ll
be able to give them a voice on the international stage.”

“Socrates” enjoyed a robust festival run, including screenings and award wins

at Festival Mix Brasil (Best Film, Best Director and Best Actor for lead actor
Christian Mahleiros), Rio de Janiero International Film Festival (Best Fiction
Film), Sao Paulo International Film Festival (International Jury Honorable
Mention for Feature Film), Woodstock Film Festival in New York (Ultra Indie
Award for Best Film), and the Miami Film Festival (Jordan Ressler First Feature
Award for Moratto). The film will screen at Frameline43 later this month.

The film will hold its New York premiere on Wednesday, July 31 as part of
NewFest’s year-round coverage, complete with a Q&A with producer Ramin
Bahrani. Breaking Glass Pictures will open theatrically this August, followed by a
DVD and VOD release later in the year.

Check out the newest trailer and poster for “Socrates,” exclusively on IndieWire,
below.
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It can be hard for college students to get to
the polls. Florida's new law is making it even
harder.

Gov. Ron DeSantis just signed a new law requiring "sufficient permitted
parking" at early voting sites, including on college campuses.

DANIELLE MCLEAN ¥

JUL 20, 2019, 8:03 AM
UPDATED: JUL 20, 2019, 9:56 AM




STUDENTS VOTING AT THE UNIVERSITY OF FLORIDA EARLY VOTING SITE DURING THE 2018 MIDTERM
ELECTION. CREDIT: THE ANDREW GOODMAN FOUNDATION.
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Students won a previous legal skirmish nearly one year ago, when a federal judge
blocked Florida from banning early vote polling locations on campuses. U.S. District
Court Judge Mark Walker issued a preliminary injunction allowing early voting locations

on college campuses, ruling the state’s ban unconstitutional.



Rebecca Diaz, a recent student at Miami Dade College, told ThinkProgress that access

to the ballot box was key to her voting, given her demanding schedule.
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“I'm one of those students that stays early in the day, leaves late in the night and does
many of my activities on campus. So | know that it will be much more difficult for me to
find the time to go in and vote if it's not on campus,” said Diaz, speaking about the

commuter school attended largely by students of color and students of limited means.
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“The actions that I've seen these lawmakers take, it's in my opinion to directly
disenfranchise specific voters,” said Diaz, who is transferring to the University of
Florida in the fall.

Republican lawmakers in Florida have been trying to stop colleges from setting up early
voting locations since at least 2014, when former Secretary of State Ken Detzner

issued a directive that prevented college campuses from setting up such sites.

Detzner at the time forbade the University of Florida from setting up an early voting

location because college campuses were not included on a list of eligible early voting

sites that had been expanded one year earlier to reduce lines.

Detzner argued at the time that parking restrictions make campuses unsuitable for

early polling locations. The new law signed by DeSantis is resurrects a claim that voting

rights advocates view with skepticism.

Megan Newsome, a recent University of Florida graduate now working on a doctorate
in astrophysics at the University of California, Santa Barbara, said it is “obvious” why
the Republican legislature passed the law months after students throughout the state

utilized on-campus early voting in droves.
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"Now we are going into a really highly anticipated presidential election year where
turnout expects to be through the roof,” said Newsome, who was among the students
who originally pushed for early voting on college campuses and the legal challenge to

the ruling.

“It is no secret to me what this is trying to allude to or prevent in terms of turnout,” she

said.

Florida is not alone in writing creative laws to disenfranchise voters it hopes to keep
away from the ballot box. Republican-controlled states throughout the country have
been seeking ways to make voting more difficult for reliably Democratic voters —

including college students or people of color.

But the Sunshine State is known for its epic battles pitting the state’s Republican-
controlled governor's office and legislature against advocacy groups seeking to block

draconian voter suppression laws.

Florida is also infamous for its sometimes razor-thin margin during elections. In last
November's governor's race, for example, DeSantis narrowly defeated Democrat

Andrew Gillum by just 30,000 votes.

Florida's new law disallowing campuses without sufficient parking from hosting early
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During last November's midterm elections, 4,000 absentee ballots were initially

discarded because election officials determined that the voters' signature on the ballot

did not exactly match the signature on state files.

"Voting in person as of right now with, in my opinion, our flawed vote by mail system, is

the safest way to make sure your vote is going to count,” said Newsome.

Even students with cars can find it challenging to drive off campus to vote in the middle
of the academic day. At the University of Florida, students who drive off campus to an
off-site polling station risk losing their parking space, or face the prospect of having to

park far from campus, and the expensive proposition of being ticketed.

Diaz said many students often take jobs and find volunteer work near campus so they
can spend as many as 12 hours per day going to classes, electives and working to
support their families. Getting out to an off-campus voting site can be an hours-long

endeavor that is nearly impossible to pull off, she told ThinkProgress.

“If you take away the accessibility of these early voting sites,” she said, “then it's

basically taking away a huge portion of the youth electorate.”

This story has been updated to add information about absentee balloting in Florida.
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3 students from Young Women'’s Academy receive
$1,000 scholarships

BY ADRIANNE RICHARDSON
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The Miami-Dade County Commission for Women recently awarded three scholarships to graduates at the Young Women's
Preparatory Academy in Little Havana. Pictured above with the winners, from left to right, are County Commission
Chairwoman Audrey Edmonson, Vice Chairwoman Rebeca Sosa, Commissioner Eileen Higgins, Commissioner Esteban
Bovo, Jr., and members of the commission

The Miami-Dade County Commission for Women recently awarded three students from the
Young Women’s Preparatory Academy with the $1,000 Young Woman Achiever Scholarship
during the June meeting.

The winners of this year’s scholarships were Melanie Cardenas, who will be attending Florida
International University; Emilia Mendez, who will be attending Miami-Dade College’s Honors
College; and Aisha Tahir, who will be attending New York University.

The Commission for Women was founded in 1971 and serves as an advisory board about women-
related issues. A few of the commission’s policies and programs include the Equal Pay Miami-
Dade Initiative and the historic Julia Tuttle statue.
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PALMER TRINITY SCHOOL

Isabella Gomez and Autumn-Jade Stoner recently received the $2,500 Star Scholarship from the
Philanthropic Educational Organization (PEO) Sisterhood, an educational organization dedicated

to providing higher education opportunities for women.
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Autumn-Jade Stoner, center, of Palmer Trinity School recently received the $2,500 Star Scholarship from the Philanthropic
Educational Organization (PEO) Sisterhood. She is pictured above with members of the PEQ Sisterhood Chapter A in
Miami.

Isabella and Autumn-Jade were selected for the scholarship based on their excellence in
leadership, academics, extracurricular activities and community service. Both students are in the
top 5 percent of their graduating class.

Isabella plans to study pre-medicine at the University of Chicago, and Autumn-Jade plans to study
cognitive and neuroscience at Brown University.

Isabella Gomez, center, of Palmer Trinity School recently received the $2,500 Star Scholarship from the Philanthropic
Educational Organization (PEQ) Sisterhood. She is pictured above with members of the PEO Sisterhood Chapter AK in
Miami.

MIAMI LAKES EDUCATIONAL CENTER

The Academy of Information Technology at Miami Lakes Educational Center received the
Sanford I. Weill Award for Excellence during the annual National Academy Foundation’s (NAF)
Next Conference held in Detroit.

Sanford Weill was a philanthropist who founded NAF in 1982, and the organization includes more
than 500 academies in 39 states, the District of Columbia and the U.S. Virgin Islands. The program
aims to provide students with access to industry-specific curriculum, work-based learning
experiences, and the opportunity to network with business professionals.

The Academy of Information Technology earned the title of distinguished a record-breaking three
times, and students are required to complete a capstone project that summarizes what they’ve
learned and how they plan to apply it to real-world issues in technology.

“The Sanford 1. Weill Award for Excellence exemplifies the commitment, quality and work ethic of
our students, as well as our career pathway teachers,” said Marlon Vernon, lead teacher of the
Academy of Information Technology. “The outstanding successes of our current students and
alumni in internships, college, and the workforce are a result of our rigorous real-world capstone
process backed by dedicated industry partnerships in various work-based learning activities.”
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Total sales of Florida homes to foreigners down 50% since 2017

The flow of foreign homebuyers purchasing U.S. properties has plummeted over the past two years, a
downturn that might help explain why the lackluster performance of Florida’s housing market hasn’t
mirrored the booming economy. After hitting a record $153 billion for the period from April 2016 to
March 2017, total sales of U.S. homes to international buyers fell to $121 billion for the year ending in
March 2018, then to $77.9 billion for the year ending in March 2019, the National Association of Realtors
said in a report this week. [Source: Palm Beach Post]

Florida gets ready for peak hurricane season after 3
years of major storms

Floridians are on alert as the state heads into to peak hurricane season after three straight years of being
impacted by major storms. Meanwhile, the Florida Panhandle continues its recovery from Hurricane
Michael that devastated the region as a Category 5 last October. Residents in the area are crossing their
fingers that they will be spared this year as they continue rebuilding from the largest hurricane to hit the
area on record. [Source: Insurance Journal]

Florida Trend Exclusive
Northwest Florida's four major airports see influx of travelers

Northwest Florida’s four major airports have seen historic rises in passenger counts. Fueling the
increases: The arrival of several commercial carriers along with a strong regional economy. Tallahassee
International Airport, Pensacola International Airport, Destin-Fort Walton Beach Airport and Northwest
Florida Beaches International Airport gear up for an influx of travelers. [Source: Florida Trend]

'Kid-trepreneurs' make money moves at Florida
business conference

Many Florida youth entrepreneurs are realizing they don't necessarily need a gatekeeper to hand over

the keys to a successful business. This week, over 500 students as young as 10 showed up with business
pitches and iron-pressed jackets to an annual Youth Economic Development Conference at Miami Dade
College’s North and Homestead campuses. It was hosted by an Overtown-based organization known as

Urgent Inc. that aims to economically empower youths and create a community ripple-effect. [Source:

WICT]

Mall, courthouse and businesses close as water slows to a trickle in Fort Lauderdale



Shopping malls, free-standing retailers and hotels large and small -- all the life’s blood of Fort
Lauderdale’s consumer-driven economy -- closed their doors or held on the best they could Thursday
after the city’s water supply trickled to a halt. Many hotels in Fort Lauderdale, including at Fort
Lauderdale beach, “are in evacuation mode,” Chamber President Dan Lindblade said. They lack water

pressure for fire suppression sprinkler systems. [Source: South Florida Sun-Sentinel]

See also:
» Water flows again in Fort Lauderdale but boil order stays in place

» The day the water dried up in Fort Lauderdale

ALSO AROUND FLORIDA:

» Could robots take away jobs in Southwest Florida? [WBBH]
Robots doing menial tasks isn't just a reality in sci-fi films and cartoons - it's poised to make a big impact

in South Florida as well. According to a new study, about one million jobs could be in jeopardy in
southern Florida due to job automation.

» Industrial vacancy rates on the rise in Jacksonville area [Florida Times-Union]

Industrial shop vacancy has increased on the First Coast. Colliers Northeast Florida issued its second-
quarter report that shows there is a 4.3 percent vacancy rate at industrial sites. Part of that rate was
blamed on Sears and General Electric vacating industrial operations in the past year, though GE has
already agreed to fill the space vacated by Sears.

» UCF might push back presidential search over concern about misspending controversy [Orlando

Sentinel]

UCF trustees might delay the search for their next president after some expressed concern Thursday that
the controversy surrounding the university’s use of leftover operating funds for construction might
discourage applicants.

» The Ringling receives art conservation grant from the Getty Foundation [Florida Trend]
The John and Mable Ringling Museum of Art has been awarded a grant from the Getty Foundation as

part of its Conserving Canvas initiative. The grant of $176,800 was awarded to The Ringling Museum of
Art Foundation on June 6, 2019. This grant is in support of a major conservation treatment of the

museum’s monumental oil on canvas painting, Emperor Justinian by Jean-Joseph Benjamin-Constant.
Go to page 2 for more stories ...

» Carnival violated environmental laws during second vear on probation, monitor found [Miami
Herald]
During Carnival Corporation’s second year on probation, the Miami-based cruise company improved its

environmental practices and initiated procedures designed to limit pollution. Still, it continued to violate
environmental laws.

» USSSA and USA Softball to co-host US Games [Florida Trend]
USSSA is proud to announce a new event held in partnership with USA Softball as two of the nation’s

largest sports organizations join forces for grassroots development. USA Softball, the National




Governing Body of Softball in the United States, and USSSA, the world’s largest multi-sport
organization, will partner to host The U.S. Games, a prestigious girls’ fast pitch tournament that will take
place at USSSA Space Coast Complex in Viera.

» Port Everglades employees face federal charges in fraud investigation [South Florida Sun-Sentinel]

One current and three former Port Everglades employees — and the operator of a company that did
business there — turned a profit for themselves by fraudulently using purchasing cards issued by
Broward County to charge the port for goods and services that were never provided, federal prosecutors

said Wednesday.

> And Sarasota’s public art winners are ... [Sarasota Herald-Tribune]
A shimmering stainless steel outcropping of sea grass and a multifaceted metal cylinder resembling a

blue crystal vase, both more than 20 feet high, are the top choices of Sarasota’s Public Art Committee for
the artwork to anchor the next two roundabouts under construction on the Tamiami Trail north of

downtown.

Florida Trend
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‘Miami is with you, Puerto Rico’: Diaspora speaks out
for island in crisis

BY JIMENA TAVEL
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Miami Puerto Rican community meets at La Placita on July 18, 2019, to discuss current chaotic situation in the island as
Ricardo Rossellé's administration is facing both corruption and Telegram chat scandals. By

While hundreds of protesters took to the streets of San Juan demanding the resignation of Gov.
Ricardo Rossellé on Thursday night, about 30 Puerto Rican members of the boricua community in
South Florida gathered to discuss potential solutions to the island’s political crisis.

The “Beyond Party Lines” event was at La Placita, the MiMo restaurant best known for its giant
Puerto-Rican-flag mural and as a gathering spot for local Puerto Ricans.

Joey Cancel, president and CEO of La Placita, said a protest would have been “unfair” to the
neighborhood, so the restaurant’s management decided on an open dialogue instead.
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“It hurts us to see what is happening, but we must stay professional,” Cancel said. “We must
express our frustration and share our ideas about how we want to work together to rebuild Puerto

»

Rico in a peaceful way.
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Joey Cancel, president and CEO of La Placita Jennifer King JKING@MIAMIHERALD.COM



Last Tuesday, nearly 40 Puerto Ricans calmly protested at the foot of the Freedom Tower in
downtown Miami, chanting “Ricky, resign!”

But on the island, Wednesday night turned violent when police threw tear gas at thousands of
demonstrators as they quickly approached Rosselld’s mansion, known as La Fortaleza, hurling
rocks and lighting small fires.

The uprising against Rossello comes after a corruption scandal led the FBI to arrest senior officials
of the Caribbean leader’s administration last week. Around the same time, the leaking of a private
chat on the Telegram application in which the governor and his close circle disparaged other
politicians and journalists with homophobic, misogynistic and overall jeering comments added to
the anger.

P

Officers formed a human barricade around the governor's home as some protesters threw firecrackers, bottles of water,
beer and glow sticks as tensions boiled over between rioters and police.
By

Those who met in Miami on Thursday agreed that the indignation of Puerto Ricans has been
simmering even before the most recent controversies intensified anger.

Read Next

AMERICAS

Violent confrontations rock Puerto Rico protests demanding the governor step down
JULY17,20193:22 PM

“The people are tired,” said Hector Diaz, former president of the Association of Professionals of
Puerto Rico (Profesa). “They’re tired, and they’ve arisen.”

Rossell6 “obviously will not resign” because he doesn’t want to be the first governor in history to
do so, said Diaz, a marketing executive at Miami Dade College. Diaz said the Puerto Rican House
of Representatives should push for impeachment.

The other alternative would be to wait until the 2020 elections and vote Rosselld out, but Diaz said
he doubts such a long-term proposal will appease the public and the daily riots are already costing
the Puerto Rican economy millions a day.

Read Next
TOURISM-CRUISES

Roval Caribbean by
JULY 17,20191:21 PM

asses San Juan — again — because of ongoing protests




Valentina Rivera, a 25-year-old Puerto Rican who moved to Miami a month ago, said the only
solution for her is the governor’s resignation.

Rivera said he watched the protest on the island online until almost 2 a.m. Thursday, until tears
filled her eyes as she witnessed the violence between police and protesters. There’s no question for
her: Rossello must go.

She said she feels responsible for those who live on the island Many agreed, saying that the
diaspora of about 5.6 million people should look after the interests of the 3.4 million on the island.

Miami Puerto Ricans gather at La Placita in Miami. Jennifer King JKING@MIAMIHERALD.COM

“I'll sacrifice anything for my motherland,” Rivera said. “1am ready to fight. Twon’t allow people
who don’t deserve to be there to stay in power.”

Her biggest takeaway after the discussion at La Placita? Rivera said she plans to inform as many
people as she can about the chaos back home.

Others voiced similar sentiments, saying the want to make sure the uproar doesn’t prevent the U.S.
Congress from approving important bills for Puerto Rico.

“We must continue to celebrate our culture and support our island,” Cancel said. “Miami is with
you, Puerto Rico.”



Miranda led about 200 people at arally in Manhattan's Union Square on July 17,2019 . They waved Puerto Rican flags and
followed him to a drumbeat, chanting in Spanish, "Viva Puerto Rico libre,” which translates to "Love live free Puerto Rico."
By
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Gary Hford

Over the years, Miami has tumed into a battleground for Foreign Nationals to air our their
grievences..You practically need to make a reservation for protest space because the calender is so
booked up..No one really cares about the local area and the people who call it home, their only concem
is the place they fled, their language,culture and flag...And then when someone complains..they will

Like - Reply - 2-3d

Lenny Feinman

| don't really care much about Puerto Rico. Their politics conflict with my own. They are part of us, but
they are not a State and they have some freedoms that Americans don't, like the paying of taxes.
Puerto Rico barely works. It would not work at all if on its own. The American people support it but get
nothing in return except their skewed political views.

Right now, the Socialists of that Island are trying to get the Republican governor to resign, right after a
group of mayors got arrested for fraud. Is this a distraction, or does it serve a legitimate legal purpose?
The Governor is accus... See More

Like - Reply - 2d - Edited

Edward Mariner
So Miami wants Puerto Rico to commit economic suicide.

Governor Rossello has attracted tens of thousands of good paying pharma jobs and has hired a team
making the biggest strides in tourism on the planet including attracting billions of dollars of resort
complexes.

Now, because of STOLEN private messages between political buddies, investors and company execs
are staying away in droves as are tourists and their dollars.

Worse, the sleazy politicians who are engineering this whole Old San Juan televised yelling and flag
waving are those who got Puerto Rico into the fiscal nightmare. They will put their buddies back in power
and drag the Island down until Haiti is offering financial aid.
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A night to showcase the black arts community in
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Miami
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Petra Brennan, Carole Ann Taylor and Connie Kinnard, all with the Greater Miami Convention and Visitors Bureau, at the
Art of Black Miami event at the Koubek Center in Little Havana. LAKIESHA NICOLE

Koubek Center is one of Miami’s community treasures.

A Mediterranean mansion, it was built in 1929 by Austrian developer John J. Koubeck for his wife,

Rose. Following her death, he donated it to the University of Miami. Jehovah's Witnesses get Marling
Park ready for their international

Located in Little Havana at 2705 SW Third St., it was for numerous decades a satellite campus convention

where the university received arriving Cuban refugees learning English and professionals
preparing for board exams. Over time, it became a meeting place for Latin American and political ad
gatherings.
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Not widely known is that during the Jim Crow Era, the Koubeck Center was a safe place for

interracial meeting. Jim Crow was a time in Miami’s history when white people and black people
were threatened with arrest if they gathered in the same room at the same time.

In spite of the threats, from the 1940s-1960s, small groups of white students attending Miami
Senior High, located in Little Havana, and black students attending Booker T. Washington Jr/Sr
High School, located in Overtown, met together at Koubek Center for occasional evening
programs of the Intergroup Youth Council (IYC).
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Today, the Koubek Center continues as a center of activities. Miami-Dade College acquired it in
2011 and holds concerts, theatrical productions and other arts events.

After many decades, I visited the Koubek Center the evening of June 20, 2019, for the Greater

Miami Convention and Visitors Bureau’s Art of Black Miami’s Creative Conversation Series.
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Connie Kinnard, vice president, Multicultural Tourism & Development, Greater Miami CVB
opened the program:

This series is another addition to the GMCVB’s platform to showcase the awareness of art and the
depth of the subject matter year around. Art of Black Miami has started to have name recognition
and make an impact related to elevating multicultural tourism even beyond the Art Basel time
frame. It is our goal to use the AOBM channel of showcasing visual and even performing art in
Miami to encourage potential visitors and local residents to patronize economically our heritage
neighborhoods.”

Rosie Gordon Wallace, founder of the Diaspora Vibe Gallery and the Diaspora Vibe Cultural Arts
Incubator, curated the program. Prior to the program, guests had the opportunity to view the art
work of Ignacio Font and Juan Erman Gonzalez.

An outstanding performance by the IFE-ILE AFRO-CUBAN Dance Company set the mood for the
event. Founded in 1966 by noted choreographer, Neri Torres, the group is recognized for the tribal
dances of the Orishas.

The highlight of the evening was a presentation by panelists who spoke on the topic, “Adaptive
Identities in Current Times of Change: Linking Diasporic Communities.” Wallace moderated the
panel.

Panelist Professor Hilary Jones is an associate professor of history and graduate program director
for the African and African Diaspora Studies at Florida International University. Her book, “The
Metis of Senegal: Urban Life and Politics in French West Africa” (Indiana University Press, 2013) is
the first English language book to examine the making of a biracial community in Senegal’s
colonial capital. She earned awards from Fulbright Hays and the Social Science Research Council.

Panelist Professor Patricia J. Saunders, an associate professor of English at the University of
Miami, is the co-editor of “Anthurium: A Caribbean Studies Journal.” She is also the author of
“Alien Nation and Repatriation: Translating Identity in Anglophone Caribbean Literature” (2007)
and co-editor of “Music, Memory, Resistance: Calypso and the Caribbean Literary Imagination‘
(2007).

Their talks highlighted poly-cultural voices as they spoke about their research and how their work
interfaces with Miami’s diverse communities.

At the end of the program, Petra Brennan, GMCVB director of tourism business enhancement and
multicultural programs, talked about the importance of these types of events.

“Linking the past to the present, this conversation exposes how modes of cultural production and
consumption are negotiated by African people and people of African descent. To what extent has
popular culture shaped the terms of engagement about cultural identity in Miami, Africa, and the
Caribbean.”

Dorothy Jenkins Fields, Ph.D., is a historian and founder of the Black Archives, History & Research
Foundation of South Florida. Send feedback to djf@bellsouth.net
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Dr. Iis back and he’s got a lot on his mind

Published July 20. 2019 4:43PM
By Mike DiMauro (/apps/pbcs.dil/personalia?lD=m.dimauro) Day staff writer

¥ m.dimauro@theday.com (mailto:m.dimauro@theday.com) ¥ BCgenius
(http://www.twitter.com/BCgenius)

Idle Thoughts, while waiting for high school football, college football, pro football, flag football, day
football, night football, football pregame shows, football postgame shows ... you get the idea.

« Dr. Idle, Dr. I to his close friends, has some breaking news.

The Yankees are hardly the first team to refer to themselves as “savages.”

Best Dr. I can tell, former Waterford High great Kevin Johnson began the custom as far back as 2016. He
called his Lancers “savages” after he hit a halfcourt shot to win a game.

“I guess we're just a bunch of savages,” KJ told The Day.
So there.
+ Were there any Red Sox fans at Fenway last weekend for the series against the Dodgers?

Gloryoski. Cameras showed quite a bit of blue during all three games. Lots of “Let’s Go Dodgers” chants,
too.

Are the Fenway Faithful in witness protection?
« Prayers for Dr. I's longtime friend Cathy Inglese, who fell and suffered a brain injury earlier this week.
The Boston Globe reported Inglese is “fighting for her life.”

Cathy coached women’s basketball at Boston College for many years. Led the gutty, gritty Eagles to the
Sweet 16 three times and beat UConn more than most other coaches ever have. A wonderful person.

« Our guy AJ. Dillon is among 15 candidates listed as contenders in the 2019 Heisman race.
This just in: He’s going to win it.

+ Welcome home Kemba.

(Or “Kember,” as Jim Calhoun would say.)

« Dr. T has recently taken up boxing (more on that next week), thus making what Cassius Chaney did the
other night all the more impressive.

Cassius, our resident heavyweight and all around good guy, knocked an opponent through the ropes and
won again.

Through the ropes.



Dr. I's boxing prowess, meanwhile, has reached the stage of “float like a buttered fly, sting like a flea.”

« Many thanks to all of you who continue to support GameDay, our foray into live streaming high school
sports.

The Day’s resident genius, Peter Huoppi, the man who makes GameDay go, reports that among full games,
highlights, raw clips, interviews, features, promos and our student section pizza contest, GameDay got
more than a million hits (1,008,748) this past school year.

Let that sink in: a million hits.
Dr.Iis proud to be part of it.

« In case you missed it: U.S. Coast Guard Cutter Munro took down a self-propelled semi-submersible vessel
carrying 16,000 pounds of cocaine last week.

Commander of the boat: former Coast Guard basketball player Jim Estramonte, who played for Pete Barry
and Bob Bono.

Thanks to Jim for keeping us safe — and to his coaches for teaching him the qualities of leadership through
sports.

« NFA grad Chris Vincent, who will be coaching Dev Ostrowski at Miami Dade College this year: “We have
5:30 a.m. workout and Dev is on the track at 4:30 already running sprints.”

« Nice to have John Sterling back in the booth.

John, after calling more than 8,000 straight games, took some time off recently. His call for Edwin
Encarnacion is a keeper: “Una celebracion for Edwin Encarnacion!”

+ Not sure if you saw Brett Gardner the other day after getting peeved at the home plate umpire.
But he took his bat and began beating up the ceiling of the dugout.

One enterprising chap on Twitter showed the highlight and paired it with Tony Orlando: “Knock three
times on the ceiling if you want me ... ”

Utterly brilliant and uproariously funny.
« Dr. T actually had a turtle and a rabbit in his backyard last week at the same time.
They did not race.

This is the opinion of Day sports columnist Mike DiMauro

STORIES THAT MAY INTEREST YOU



Local

Look! Talk! Create! Museum of Art and Design at Miami Dade
College Free Family Days 7/28/19

Sunday, 07/28/2019 — 02:00 pm — 04:00 pm

Museum of Art and Design at Miami Dade College
117 NE 1st Ave LLC,
Downtown Miami, Florida 32132

Cost: Free

Family Days, held on the last Sunday of every month at the Museum of Art and Design at Miami
Dade College (MOAD MDC), offers free admission and hands-on educational activities to families
with children. This monthly event features artist-led workshops, interactive gallery tours and other
activities designed for everyone in the family!

Family programs are tailored for children ages 5 to 12 and their families or adult companions.
MOAD MDC's Family Days will enhance your experience of the Museum’s current exhibitions, as
well as Miami Dade College’s Special Collections Galleries at the Freedom Tower.

Come and join us for shared learning experiences, exploring ideas and creating together.

No advance registration is required. Please check the museum’s website events page for more
detailed information. Family Days workshops take place in MOAD MDC'’s Educational Lab. Space
is limited and will be filled on a first-come, first-served basis.

https://www _local10.com/calendar#/details/Look-Talk-Create-Museum-of-Art-and-Design-at-
Miami-Dade-College-Free-Family-Days/6906173/2019-07-28T14

ONLINE | ABC Local10 | Calendar | Details

Approximate Visitors Per Month: 771,000
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CONNER, anprew,

Bassed away suddenly on July 18,
019. He was born on October 18
1966, in Hialeah, FL. The son of
Blair and Ma%Conn.er. Andrewis
survived by Karla his wife and 2
sons, Glenn of  Hollywood, FL.
and Austinof Raleigh, North Car- -
olina, a brother Edward and his
wife Barbara of ‘North Miami
Beach, FL., a Sister Carol Stucki,
and husband Ron of Salt Lake
City, UT. Andrew %raduated from
Noiland High School and attended
MiamiDade College. He is a Reg-
.istered Professional Land survey-
or and Mapper. He began his ca-
reer in surveying with the firm of
Fortin, Leavy, and Skiles. He
ser\{ed several years on the board
of directors of the Society of Pro-
fessional Land Surveyors and
Mappers. Over the years he
worked for several firms but he
eventually came back to Fortin.
Leavy, and Skiles. As an adult, he
has been a leader in the Boy
Scouts of America and supported
Little League baseball as coach
and leader. He was a boys man
and related well with youth. He
was cheerful with a positive atti-
tude whether in work or play. A
memorial service will be " held
Tuesday, {:uly'ZZ at the Boyd-
Panciera aml(liy Funeral Care,
6400 HollywoodBoulevard, Holly-
wood, from 6pm-8pm.  In lieu of
flowers, make a _ contributionto
your favorite charity in Andrew’s
name.
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BLACK IN TIME

A night to showcase the black arts community in Miami



BY.DOROTHY JENKINS FIELDS
Special to the Miami Herald

The Koubek Center is
one of Miami’s community
treasures.

A Mediterranean man-
sion, it was built in 1929 by
Austrian developer John J.
Koubek for his wife, Rose.
Following her death, he
donated it to the University
of Miami.

Located in Little Havana
at 2705 SW Third St., it
was for numerous decades
a satellite campus where
the university received
Cuban refugees learning
English and professionals
preparing for board exams.
Over time, it became a
meeting place for Latin
American and political
gatherings.

Not widely known is that
during the Jim Crow Era,
the Koubek Center was a
safe place for interracial
meeting. Jim Crow was a
time in Miami’s history
when white people and
black people were threat-
ened with arrest if they
gathered in the same room
at the same time.

In spite of the threats,
from the 1940s-1960s,
small groups of white stu--
dents attending Miami
Senior High, located in
Little Havana, and black
students attending Booker
T. Washington Jr/Sr High
School, located in Over-
town, met together at Kou-
bek Center for occasional
evening programs of the
Intergroup Youth Council.

I was one of the students

_ 0
LAKIESHA NICOLE

Petra Brennan, Carole Ann Taylor and Connie Kinnard, all with the Greater Miami
Convention and Visitors Bureau, at the Art of Black Miami event at the Koubek Center.

from Overtown.

To avoid possible trou-
ble, our sponsors notified
the police in advance of the
meetings. The leading
sponsors were the National
Council of Christians and
Jews (NCCJ), Dr. Max Karl,
executive director; Mt.
Zion Baptist Church, Rev.
Edward T. Graham, pastor;
and Booker T. Washington
High School principal,
Charles L. Williams, in
collaboration with guid-
ance counselors, Miss
Marie Roberts and Mrs.
Mamie Williams. The
counselors also taught the
only human relations class-
es available in Florida at
that time.

The IYC meetings were
my only contact with white
students. (I was a 1960
Booker T. graduate.)

Seated across from the
Miami High students, we
listened to speakers talk
about national and world
affairs. There were no
conversations between the
students from the two
schools. Nevertheless, I

enjoyed the programs and
felt safe on Koubek Cen-
ter’s hallowed ground.

Today, the Koubek Cen-
ter continues as a center of
activities. Miami-Dade
College acquired it in 2011
and it hosts concerts, the-
atrical productions and
other arts events.

After many decades, I
recently visited the Koubek

. LAKIESHA NICOLE

An Art of Black Miami pahel, from left, Patricia Saunders,
Hilary Jones, Neri Torres and Rose Gordon Wallace.

Center for the Greater

Miami Convention and
Visitors Bureau’s Art of
Black Miami’s Creative
Conversation Series.

Connie Kinnard, the
bureau’s vice president of
multicultural tourism &
development, opened the
program.

“Art of Black Miami has
started to have name rec-



ognition and make an im-
pact related to elevating
multicultural tourism even
beyond the Art Basel time-
frame,”” she told the audi-
ence.

“It is our goal to use the
AOBM channel of show-

* casing visual and even
performing art in Miami to
encourage potential vis-
itors and local residents to
patronize economically our
heritage neighborhoods.”

Rosie Gordon Wallace,
founder of the Diaspora
Vibe Gallery and the Dias-
pora Vibe Cultural Arts
Incubator, curated the
program. Prior to the pro-
gram, guests had the op-
portunity to view the art
work of Ignacio Font and
Juan Erman Gonzalez.

Font was inspired, in
part, by the paintings of
Jackson Pollock while Gon-
zalez describes his work as
“presenting collage and
assemblage long thought to
echo and materialize re-
membrance."

An outstanding perform-
ance by the IFE-ILE
AFRO-CUBAN Dance
Company set the mood for
the event. Founded in 1966
by noted choreographer,
Neri Torres, the group is
recognized for'the tribal
dances of the Orishas.

The highlight of the
evening was a a panel who
spoke on the topic, “Adap-
tive Identities in Current
Times of Change: Linking
Diasporic Communities.”
Wallace moderated the
panel.

Among those on the
panel:

@ Professor Hilary Jones,
an associate professor of
history and graduate pro-
gram director for the Afri-
can and African Diaspora
Studies at Florida Interna-
tional University. Her

book, “The Metis of Sene-
gal: Urban Life and Politics
in French West Africa”
(Indiana University Press,
2013) is the first English
language book to examine
the making of a biracial
community in Senegal’s
colonial capital.

@ Professor Patricia J.
Saunders, an associate
professor of English at the
University of Miami, and
author of “Alien Nation
and Repatriation: Trans-
lating Identity in Anglo-
phone Caribbean Litera-.
ture” (2007). ’

Their talks highlighted
poly-cultural voices as they
spoke about their research
and how their work in-
terfaces with Miami’s di-
verse communities.
~ At the end of the pro-
gram, Petra Brennan,
GMCVB director of tou-
rism business enhance-
ment and multicultural
programs, talked about the
importance of these types
of events.

“Creative Conversations
Summer 2019, a Caribbean
Heritage Month event,
examines the contempo-
rary Caribbean and African
Diasporic lives in Miami,”
she said.

“Linking the past to the
present, this conversation
exposes how modes of
cultural production and

. consumption are negotiat-

ed by African people and
people of African descent.
To what extent has popular
culture shaped the terms of
engagement about cultural
identity in Miami, Africa,
and the Caribbean.”

Dorothy Jenkins Fields,
Ph.D., is a historian and
founder of the Black Ar-
chives, History ¢ Research
Foundation of South Flor-
ida. Email djf@bell-
south.net



USEUM OF ART AND DIGN AT MIDC PRESENTS THE
READING SERIES TO WRITE MIAMI: A Reading With Les
Standiford

WRITE
TiaMi
READING
LES STANDIFOQD

PECPLE

Wednesday, Jul 31, 7:30 pm

Soya E Pomodoro

120 NE 1st St

Miami, FL 33132

Phone number (305) 381-9511

Cost: Free

Les Standiford is Founding Director of the Creative Writing Program at Florida International
University in Miami and the author of twenty-two books, including a series of thrillers starring
hard-luck South Florida building contractor John Deal. In Presidential Deal (1998), the First Lady,
based loosely on Hillary Clinton, is kidnapped in Miami. (Don't worry folks, it was all made up.) He
has also written works of history, including Last Train to Paradise: Henry Flagler and the
Spectacular Rise and Fall of the Railroad that Crossed an Ocean, now in its 35th printing, and
The Man Who Invented Christmas: How Charles Dickens' A Christmas Carol Rescued His Career
and Revived our Holiday Spirits, which was made into a feature film starring Dan Stevens and
Christopher Plummer.

http://www.soulofmiami.orq/2019/07/12/museum-of-art-and-design-at-mdc-presents-the-reading-
series-to-write-miami-a-reading-with-les-standiford-7-31-19/
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‘Seguridad, ante todo

Todos los que me conocen
saben que adoro a Miami,
la afamada ciudad ma-
gica, pero aborrezco su
trafico.

Muchos de los que resi-
dimos en esta ciudad cos-
mopolita compartimos
las mismas frustraciones
como los altos peajes, el
numero de automoviles en
las carreteras, las intermi-
nables obras de construc-
cion y, por si fuera poco,

EDUARDO J. PADRON

PRESIDENTE DEL MIAMI DADE COLLEGE

aquellos que estan siempre
conectados en sus teléfo-
nos celulares mientas con-
ducen sus vehiculos.

El Estado de la Florida
aprobo unaley que prohibe
“textear” mientras con-
duce. La ley HB 107, la cual
entré en vigor a principios
de este mes, le permite ala
policia detener aconducto-
res que estén “texteando”
e imponerles multas que
inician en 30 dolares por
la primera infraccion y
suben a 60 dolares mas los
costos procesales si hay

reincidencia. Ademas, es-
tablece que los conducto-
res no puedan hacer uso
del teléfono celular u otro
dispositivo movil cuando
transiten por zonas escola-
res o donde haya personal
trabajando.

De esta forma, la Florida
se suma a otros 47 estados,
el Distrito de Columbia,
Puerto Rico, las Islas Vir-
genes estadounidenses y
Guam, donde ya esta pro-

hibido .“textear” mientras

conduce.

No hay duda de que la tec-
nologia se ha convertido
en parte esencial de la vida
cotidiana. Si bien es cierto
que tiene sus ventajas,
también sus desventajas.
Por ejemplo, expertos ase-

guran que muchos pade-
cen de nomofobia, término
que se refiere a la ansiedad
o miedo irracional a que-
darse sin acceso a un te-
léfono celular. Y sienten
una necesidad innata de
estar conectados en todo
momento, incluso cuando
estan al volante, algo que
puede resultar fatal.

Nuestros oficiales electos,
companias, organizacio-
nes, la comunidad en gene-
ral reconocen la necesidad
de detener este problema.
Recuerdo, hace varios anos
las principales empresas de
teléfonos celulares del pais
seunieronacientosde orga-
nizaciones para respaldar
la campaiia de publicidad
#ItCanWait o #PuedeEspe-
rar que tenia como objetivo
concientizar a la poblacion
de los peligros de “textear”
y conducir.

Hoy en dia, estudios reve-
lan que “textear” mientras
conduce se ha conver-
tido en toda una epide-
mia y es la primera causa
de accidentes de transito.
Desafortunadamente, los
jovenes son los mas vulne-
rables. Algo que como edu-
cador me preocupa mucho.

La Administracion Na-
cional de Seguridad del
Trafico en las Carreteras
(NHTSA, por sus siglas en
inglés) senala que los con-
ductores jovenes tienen
una tasa mayor de fatali-
dades. Entre los factores
de riesgo se encuentran el
manejar a exceso de veloci-
dad, no usar el cinturon de
seguridad, y se distraen fa-
cilmente con dispositivos
moviles ya sea enviando
mensajes de texto, leyendo,
o hablando por teléfono,
provocando graves acci-

dentes automovilisticos.
En Miami Dade Co-
llege siempre tratamos
de poner nuestro granito
de arena. Cada verano,
el Campus Norte se con-
vierte en escenario per-
fecto para el aprendizaje
de destrezas y técnicas
avanzadas para evitar ac-
cidentes y situaciones pe-
ligrosas en la carretera.
Los jovenes participantes
reciben clases tedricas y
entrenamiento practico.
También son elegibles
para un descuento en sus
seguros automovilisticos,
algo que beneficia el bolsi-
llo de sus padres.
Recuérdelo siempre, la
seguridad es primordial. Si
esta conduciendo, preste
atencion, deje el teléfono
a un lado, todo puede es-
perar, su vida y la de otros
quizas dependa de ello @
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Crean programa de Despega misidén a la Convocan a masivo Oficial de Broward Manifestantes en Agresores atacan a
becas para Luna desde India paro en Puerto Rico muere en un terrible Hong Kong vuelvena  manifestantes en
estudiantes de Miami accidente tomar las calles Hong Kong

Como parte de la iniciativa camino a la prosperidad, la ciudad de Miami cre6 un
nuevo programa de becas a beneficio del Miami Dade College que en septiembre
ayudara a decenas de estudiantes a recibir ayuda para sus estudios.

El programa lleva el nombre del presidente saliente de la institucion Eduardo J.
Padrén y se centra en estudiantes del Miami Dade College de Ultimo afio que
buscan un titulo de esta institucion.

EN VIVO: Unnuevo dia




La entrega de un cheque de 50 mil dolares de la ciudad de Miami para la LO QUE ESTA TRENDING
fundacion del Miami Dade College, representa un nuevo fondo de becas en honor
al presidente saliente quien considera que “hay que desarrollar el talento que

tenemos aqui tanta gente que se lo merece y no tiene los recursos para estudiar”.

[VioEo] Policia muere en
accidente cuando iba a una
emergencia

[Vioec | Hombre muere
baleado frente a
supermercado en Miami

Francis Suarez, alcalde de Miami, asegura que esta es “una forma de elogiar todo
lo que él ha hecho para nuestra comunidad y a la vez obviamente darle recursos a
una organizacién, institucion que ha hecho tanto para aumentar la prosperidad de

adultos y nifios de nuestra comunidad”. [Vioeo| Rayo cae en playa de

Florida: herido en estado
critico

La donacién de la ciudad se hizo en el recinto Wolfson del Downtown de Miami,
donde se resaltd que mas alla de entregar llaves, proclamas y nombrar calles,
esta “es la primera vez que se crea un fondo para cambiar vidas”.

[vioEo] Exclusiva: video del
instante de la muerte de "La
Garata”

Los fondos seran parte del programa de becas de la fundacion del College para
ayudar a estudiantes de Ultimo afio a cumplir sus suefos.

AUSPICIADO i

Preparativos para una
tormenta: Una guia para su
familia y su hogar
Jessica Valdés, graduada de Miami Dade College, enfatizé que “ese dinero que e ——

uno no espera recibir te abre las puertas. A veces cuando estas mas necesitada
llega y no sabes qué hacer o qué puertas tocar, entonces llegan estas
oportunidades que son como una luz al final del camino”. PRONOSTICO DEL TIEMPO

“Es basicamente una beca para poder completar los estudios, que no tengan que Palm Springs..., FL cambiar v

dejar la escuela porque tienen que trabajar o porque no tienen dinero o porque .
necesitan ayudar a la familia”, advirtio Padron. 8 2 Claro
Se siente como 89 °
MIE

Este afio, cincuenta estudiantes recibiran mil délares, cada uno como parte de la MAR JUE VIE
beca que lleva el nombre del doctor Padrén, quien dejara su cargo el proximo D

mes, tras casi 25 afios como presidente del Miami Dade College y 50 de servicio k<l 5 5

en la misma institucién. Los 50 mil délares podrian ser el comienzo de una 89177 90178 90177 979’

contribucion anual por parte de la ciudad de Miami.
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Crean programa de Despega misidén a la Oficial de Broward Manifestantes en Agresores atacan a
becas para Luna desde India paro en Puerto Rico muere en un terrible Hong Kong vuelvena  manifestantes en

estudiantes de Miami accidente tomar las calles Hong Kong

Como parte de la iniciativa camino a la prosperidad, la ciudad de Miami cre6 un
nuevo programa de becas a beneficio del Miami Dade College que en septiembre
ayudara a decenas de estudiantes a recibir ayuda para sus estudios.

El programa lleva el nombre del presidente saliente de la institucion Eduardo J.
Padrén y se centra en estudiantes del Miami Dade College de Ultimo afio que
buscan un titulo de esta institucion.

EN VIVO: Un nuevo dia
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Como parte de la iniciativa camino a la prosperidad, la ciudad de Miami cre6 un
nuevo programa de becas a beneficio del Miami Dade College que en septiembre
ayudara a decenas de estudiantes a recibir ayuda para sus estudios.

El programa lleva el nombre del presidente saliente de la institucién Eduardo J.
Padron y se centra en estudiantes del Miami Dade College de ultimo afio que
buscan un titulo de esta institucion.
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OPINION

Crean Fondo de Becas para Conclusion de Estudios Eduardo J. B ik Aicd e
Padrén a estudiantes del MDC
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julio 19, 2018 17:51
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Con miras a la creacion del Fondo de Becas para Conclusién de Estudios Eduardo J. Padrén(Eduardo J. Padrén Completion Scholarship
Fund), Francis Suérez, alcalde de la Ciudad de Miami, y el Administrador de la ciudad, el Dr. Emilio T. Gonzalez, anunciaron este viernes la
donacién de $50,000 para que que los alumnos del Miami Dade College puedan concluir sus estudios de diploma o certificados.

Por Redaccion Miami Diario

Este afio, el fondo otorgara becas a 50 estudiantes, justo a tiempo para la celebracién del proximo dia de generosas aportaciones al MDC conocido
como LAM MDC Day, el viemnes 6 de septiembre

Iniciativa Camino a la Prosperidad (Path to Prosperity Initiative) de la Ciudad de Miami dar4 a los estudiantes la oportunidad de enfocarse con
mayor precisién en sus cursos y obtener sus titulos, reduciendo la presion financiera del trabajo a jornada completa. Cada becario recibira la
suma de $1,000 para costear la matricula y otros gastos relacionados con la misma.

Cerca del 15% de los alumnos universitarios, en EEUU, abandonan los estudios con un 75 por ciento de sus créditos obtenidos.

El alcalde Francis Suarez dijo que el Fondo de Becas para Conclusién de Estudios Eduardo J. Padrén es «una adicién bien recibida en nuestra
mision de crear una via a la prosperidad para cada residente de la Ciudad de Miami. Al acelerarles la terminacion del programa a los estudiantes
que estan en el afio final de su carrera en el MDC, la beca posibilita que los mismos se graduen, inicien sus profesiones y se conviertan en

participantes activos en el futuro de nuestra comunidad. Espero que este programa sea una continuidad del legado del Dr. Padrén de transformar COLUMNISTAS

vidas por medio de la educacion y la oportunidad” . <
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Con apoyo, los estudiantes del MDC pueden ascender a los niveles mas altos de |a escala de movilidad social. El MDC ocupa el primer lugar entre
los colleges y universidades del estado en el mejoramiento de la movilidad econdmico social de los estudiantes (un 36% de los mismos asciende
dos o mas cuartiles de ingresos); asi como el cuarto lugar en la nacién en esa categoria. Como se sabe, mas del 80% de los alumnos del MDC
dependen de ayuda financiera para cursar estudios en el College
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RESTAURANTE DE LA SEMA

Por su parte, Lenore Rodicio, vicepresidenta ejecutiva y rectora del MDC, expreso que «la educacion es el gran ecualizador que crea una Miami
vibrante. Les agradecemos infinitamente a nuestros colaboradores de la Ciudad de Miami por este generoso apoyo a nuestros estudiantes.

Agregé que cifran su esperanza en que los estudiantes que reciban esta beca como un impulso extra para llegar a la meta. «Sabemos que pasaran
a ejercer exitosas profesiones, y seran los agentes de cambio del mafiana gracias a la base que recibieron en el MDC”, afiadi6é Rodicio

{ Lenore Rodicio
¥ @LenoreRodicio

It was such an honor to welcome @FrancisSuarez and
@emiliotgonzalez today as they presented a scholarship gift from
@CityofMiami to support our students. But it was a particular
privilege to introduce Jessica, my mentee. So proud of all your
accomplishments! twitter.com/MDCollege/stat. ..

Miami Dade College ~ @MDCollege

We're proud of MDC scholarship recipient & #MDCGrad, Jessica Valdes.
Her mentor & our Vice President & Provost, @LenoreRodicio, along with
MDC Foundation Chair Julie Grimes, both wish her well on her journey to
eam her Pharmacy doctorate in Pennsylvania.
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Inicialmente, el alcalde Suarez dio a conocer sus planes para el fondo de becas durante la ceremonia de cambio de nombre del Campus
InterAmerican a Campus Eduardo J. Padrén. El Dr. Padron dejara su cargo en agosto, luego de casi 25 afios como Presidente del College, y 50
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‘Miami esta contigo, Puerto Rico': boricuas buscan

soluciones para crisis politica en la isla

By Jimena Tavel, El Nuevo Herald, Miami  hace 2 dias

ESCANDALO
MULTIMILLO

Reproductor de video de: Telemundo (Politica de privacidad)

Video proporcionado por Telemundo

Mientras cientos de manifestantes se lanzaron a las calles del Viejo
San Juan exigiendo la renuncia del gobernador Ricardo Rossello el
jueves, unos 30 puertorriquefos de la diaspora en Miami se agruparon
para debatir posibles salidas de la actual crisis politica que enfrenta la
isla.
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El evento, llamado “Mas Alla de los Partidos Politicos”, se llevé a cabo
en el restaurante La Placita, en Biscayne Boulevard, que pese a que
apenas abrio sus puertas a principios de este afio, ya se ha convertido
en una sede fuerte para los boricuas en el sur de Florida.

Joey Cancel, presidente y CEO de La Placita, dijo que ya que una
protesta es “injusta” para la comunidad por el ruido y demas
incoveniencias que puede causar, la direccion del restaurante decidio
servir de anfitrion para un dialogo abierto.

“Nos duele ver lo que esta pasando pero debemos mantenernos
profesionales”, dijo Cancel. “Debemos expresar nuestra frustracion y
nuestras ideas sobre cdmo queremos trabajar juntos para reconstruir
Puerto Rico de forma pacifica”.

El pasado martes, alrededor de 40 boricuas protestaron al pie de la
Torre de la Libertad en Miami, gritando “Ricky, renuncia!” en lo que
parecié una noche tranquila.

Pero en Puerto Rico, una protesta de miles el miércoles por la noche
se tornd violenta cuando las fuerzas de seguridad le tiraron gas
lacrimégeno al publico que se acercaba a la residencia del primer
ejecutivo, conocida como La Fortaleza, tirando piedras y encendiendo
pequefos fuegos.

Una gran parte del pueblo esté pidiendo la dimisién de Rosselld, a raiz
de<que en la semana pasada un escandalo de corrupcién llevé al FBI a
arrestar a altos funcionarios de la administracion del dirigente
caribefio. Encima de eso se hizo publico recientemente un chat
privado de la plataforma Telegram en el que el gobernador y su
circulo de allegados insultaban a politicos y periodistas, y hacian
comentarios homofobos y miséginos.

Los que asistieron a la reunién en Miami acordaron que la indignacion
de los puertorriquefios no es nada nuevo, sino un sentimiento que
han ido arrastrando por décadas. Y que el vaso que se ha ido llenando
poco a poco con cada malversacién de fondos de huracanes y cada
incremento en la deuda de la economia de la isla, hasta que estas
ultimas controversias lo rebasaron.

“El pueblo se cansd”, sentencié Hector Diaz, ex presidente de la
Asociacién de Profesionales de Puerto Rico (Profesa).

Rossellé “obviamente no va a renunciar” ya que no quiere ser el
primero en la historia en hacerlo, de acuerdo con Diaz, un ejecutivo de
mercadeo en el Miami Dade College. Por lo tanto, en su opinién, la
Cémara de Representantes de Puerto Rico debe iniciar el proceso de

© 2019 Microsoft Privacidad y cookies  Términos de uso



residenciarlo, similar al “impeachment” del presidente en el gobierno
federal, para remover al gobernador de su cargo.

La otra alternativa seria esperar hasta las elecciones de 2020, pero Diaz
no considera esa una buena opcién ya que eso no calmara al pueblo y
los disturbios ya le estan costando millones a la economia
puertorriquefia.

Por su parte, Valentina Rivera, una boricua de 25 afios que se mudo a
Miami hace un mes, manifesté que la Unica solucion que ella
considera viable es que el gobernador renuncie considerando que la
mayoria del pueblo esta vehemente en su contra.

Rivera dijo que vio la protesta en la isla en linea hasta casi las 2 de la
madrugada del jueves, cuando las lagrimas le llenaron los ojos al ver la
violencia entre la policia y los manifestantes, entre ellos sus familiares
y amistades.

Dijo que se siente responsable por los que habitan en la isla y no se
olvidara de ellos. Otros se unieron en coro, expresando que la
diaspora, compuesta por 5.6 millones, debe velar por los intereses de
los 3.4 que aun habitan la isla.

“Por mi madre patria doy lo que sea”, dijo Rivera. "Doy cara, estoy lista
para luchar porque no voy a permitir que gente que no merece estar
ahi siga en el poder. Soy parte de la generacién de ‘yo no me dejo’,
cofno dijo Bad Bunny".

La discusion en La Placita sirvié para Rivera como un aliciente: ahora
se dedicara a informar a mas personas en la Florida que desconocen la
realidad de los puertorriquefios, dijo.

Otros indicaron que planean asegurarse que este alboroto no impida
que el Congreso estadounidense apruebe importantes proyectos de
ley para Puerto Rico, como el Territories Improvement Act y Puerto
Rico Recovery Accuracy in Disclosures Act.

“Debemos seguir celebrando nuestra cultura y respaldando nuestra
isla”, dijo Cancel. “Miami esta contigo, Puerto Rico".

©2019 El Nuevo Herald (Miami)
Visit El Nuevo Herald (Miami) at www.elnuevoherald.com
Distributed by Tribune Content Agency, LLC.
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Manifestaciones masivas en Puerto Rico contra Ricardo Rossello, en
imagenes

Ricky Martin y Residente protestan juntos en Puerto Rico (Fuente:
Grosby group)
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SUR DE LA FLORIDA

‘Miami esta contigo, Puerto Rico’: boricuas buscan
soluciones para crisis politica en la isla

POR JIMENA TAVEL
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La comunidad boricua del sur de la Florida analiza los cambios que se preparan en la isla después que se desataran
protestas en contra del gobernador Ricardo Rossell tras la filtracion de mensajes de texto de contenido profano. POR

Mientras cientos de manifestantes se lanzaron a las calles del Viejo San Juan exigiendo la renuncia
del gobernador Ricardo Rosselld el jueves, unos 30 puertorriquefios de la diaspora en Miami se

agruparon para debatir posibles salidas de la actual crisis politica que enfrenta la isla. ) X .
e . B F 4 Chofer de Uber que viol6 a pasajera

se carcome al oir su martirio

El evento, llamado “M4s All4 de los Partidos Politicos”, se llevo a cabo en el restaurante La Placita,

en Biscayne Boulevard, que pese a que apenas abrid sus puertas a principios de este afio, ya se ha

s

convertido en una sede fuerte para los boricuas en el sur de Florida.

Joey Cancel, presidente y CEO de La Placita, dijo que ya que una protesta es “injusta” para la
comunidad por el ruido y demds incoveniencias que puede causar, la direccién del restaurante
decidié servir de anfitrién para un dialogo abierto.
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“Nos duele ver lo que estd pasando pero debemos mantenernos profesionales”, dijo Cancel.
“Debemos expresar nuestra frustracion y nuestras ideas sobre como queremos trabajar juntos para
reconstruir Puerto Rico de forma pacifica”.
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Joey Cancel, el presidente y CEO de La Placita, discute soluciones a la actual crisis politica que enfrenta la isla durante una
reunion de los miembros de la diaspora puertorriquefia en La Placita el 18 de julio de 2019. Jennifer King
JKING@MIAMIHERALD.COM

Vea la edicién digital de el Nuevo
Herald

El pasado martes, alrededor de 40 boricuas protestaron al pie de la Torre de la Libertad en Miami,

gritando “Ricky, renuncia!” en lo que parecio una noche tranquila.

Pero en Puerto Rico, una protesta de miles el miércoles por la noche se torn¢ violenta cuando las

fuerzas de seguridad le tiraron gas lacrimdgeno al publico que se acercaba a la residencia del
primer ejecutivo, conocida como La Fortaleza, tirando piedras y encendiendo pequefios fuegos.
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Los artistas puertorriquefios Residente y Bad Bunny se unieron a cientos de manifestantes en las calles de San Juan el 18
de julio de 2019 para protestar contra el gobernador Ricardo Rosselld y exigir su renuncia.
por

Una gran parte del pueblo esta pidiendo la dimisién de Rosselld, a raiz de que en la semana pasada
un escandalo de corrupcion llevé al FBI a arrestar a altos funcionarios de la administracion del

dirigente caribefio. Encima de eso se hizo piblico recientemente un chat privado de la plataforma

Telegram en el que el gobernador y su circulo de allegados insultaban a politicos y periodistas, y
hacian comentarios homofobos y misdginos.

ESTADOS-UNIDOS

Protestas dan voz a la calle en Puerto Rico: ‘Esto es un caos’

JULIO 16,2019 7:38 PM

Los que asistieron a la reunién en Miami acordaron que la indignacion de los puertorriquenos no es
nada nuevo, sino un sentimiento que han ido arrastrando por décadas. Y que el vaso que se haido
llenando poco a poco con cada malversacion de fondos de huracanes y cada incremento en la

deuda de la economia de la isla, hasta que estas ultimas controversias lo rebasaron.




Miembros de la diaspora puertorriqueria en La Placita discuten soluciones a la actual crisis politica que enfrenta la isla
durante una reunién el 18 de julio de 2019. Jennifer King JK/ING@MIAMIHERALD.COM

“El pueblo se cansd”, sentenci6 Hector Diaz, ex presidente de la Asosiacién de Profesionales de
Puerto Rico (Profesa).

Rossello “obviamente no va a renunciar” ya que no quiere ser el primero en la historia en hacerlo,
de acuerdo con Diaz, un ejecutivo de mercadeo en el Miami Dade College. Por lo tanto, en su
opinidn, la Camara de Representantes de Puerto Rico debe iniciar el proceso de residenciarlo,
similar al “impeachment” del presidente en el gobierno federal, para remover al gobernador de su
cargo.

La otra alternativa seria esperar hasta las elecciones de 2020, pero Diaz no considera esa una
buena opcidn ya que eso no calmara al pueblo y los disturbios ya le estan costando millones a la
economia puertorriquena.

ESTADOS-UNIDOS

Un crucero vuelve a atracar en San Juan tras 2 dias sin hacerlo por protestas
JULIO 18,2019 9:18 AM

Por su parte, Valentina Rivera, una boricua de 2§ afios que se mudé a Miami hace un mes,
manifest6 que la inica solucion que ella considera viable es que el gobernador renuncie
considerando que la mayoria del pueblo esta vehemente en su contra.

Rivera dijo que vi6 la protesta en la isla en linea hasta casi las 2 de la madrugada del jueves, cuando
las lagrimas le llenaron los ojos al ver la violencia entre la policia y los manifestantes, entre ellos
sus familiares y amistades.

Dijo que se siente responsable por los que habitan en la isla y no se olvidara de ellos. Otros se
unieron en coro, expresando que la didspora, compuesta por 5.6 millones, debe velar por los
intereses de los 3.4 que aun habitan la isla.

“Por mi madre patria doy lo que sea”, dijo Rivera. “Doy cara, estoy lista para luchar porque no voy
a permitir que gente que no merece estar ahi siga en el poder. Soy parte de la generacién de ‘yo no

me dejo’, como dijo Bad Bunny”.




Miembros de la diaspora puertorriqueiia en La Placita toman una foto después de una reunién para discutir soluciones a la
actual crisis politica que enfrenta la isla el 18 de julio de 2019. Jennifer King JKING@MIAMIHERALD.COM

La discusion en La Placita sirvio para Rivera como un aliciente: ahora se dedicara a informar a mas
personas en la Florida que desconocen la realidad de los puertorriquefios, dijo.

Otros indicaron que planean asegurarse que este alboroto no impida que el Congreso
estadounidense apruebe importantes proyectos de ley para Puerto Rico, como el Territories
Improvement Act y Puerto Rico Recovery Accuracy in Disclosures Act.

“Debemos seguir celebrando nuestra cultura y respaldando nuestra isla”, dijo Cancel. “Miami estd
contigo, Puerto Rico”.
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SALE A LA LUZ UN M%Rﬂ&@@ NEGRO EN MIAMI

Fl lucrativo negocio de las

POR ISAVID OVALLE
dovullg@miamihemld.com

omo la silueta curvi-
linea popular en
Miami no es cosa
facil de lograr para
muchas mujeres, las tiendas y
boutiques desde Doral hasta
la Calle Ocho venden una
gran cantidad de esa prenda
de ropa interior que afina y da
forma a la figura femenina: la
faja.

“Cintura pequena +Caderas
pronunciadas. Un buen derrie-

-re. Muchas mujeres buscan
esa figura”, dijo Asanyah
Davidson, presidenta del
Miami Fashion Institute del
Miami Dade College “Es un
gran negocio”.

De hecho, es un negocio
tan floreciente que el sur de la
Florida hay un mercado negro
cada vez mds dinamico de
fajas, alimentado por un robo
espectacular que todavia no

se ha solucionado.

Los ladrones se centraron
en un destacado proveedor de
fajas de West Kendall, Pre-

MARIA LUISA
Jiménez y su
esposo
Ricardo
Jiménez
fundaron
Premier
International
Group.

mier International Group.
Cortaron la alarma, perfora-
ron el techo, bajaron 20 pies
por los anaqueles y dedicaron
toda la noche a vaciar el al-
maceén.

Se llevaron 34,000 fajas de
alta gama hechas en Colom-
bia con un valor de venta de’
$2 millones. El robo, que
ocurrio el ailo pasado pero
que se da a conocer ahora,
sigue dando qué hacer. Hasta
el momento, siete personas
han sido procesadas por tratar
de vender bolsas llenas de

fajas robadas, pero los autores - o

intelectuales del hecho siguen
libres y solamente se ha podi-
do recuperar menos de una
cuarta parte de las fajas roba-
das.

“Es un golpe muy grande”,
dijo Maria Luisa Jiménez,
dueiia de Premler Internatio-
nal. “Uno pensaria que en un
lugar como este pais, donde
hay tanta seguridad, se iban a
meter a la fuerza y a robarse
el 95 por ciento de la mercan-
cia”.

VEA FAJAS , 2A.

JENNIFER KING jking@miamiherald.com

\ ' GISELLE ALONSO

GISELLE ALONSO, una modelo de Miami de Instagram,
dirige Shape Waist, una compafiia que importa y vende
fajas y otras prendas de compresion. Alonso dejo sus
estudios para dedicarse a su empresa.
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La faja, una prenda muy
comun en Ameérica Latina,
es prima de los cefiidores
de antafio, pero mas pare-
cida a prendas interiores
mas modernas como el
Spanx. Aunque a lo largo
de los siglos ha habido
numerosas versiones del
corsé —que han torturado a
las mujeres con elementos
como hueso de ballena y
plastico— han perdido
atractlvo en Estados Uni-
dos.

Sin embargo, en Colom-
bia se fabrican de todos
tipos y materiales, como
spandex, nylon y latex, y
han disfrutado de gran
aceptacion junto con el
dinamismo del sector de
belleza y cirugia cosmética
en ese pais. Esta prenda de
compresion es popular
entre las mujeres que se
recuperan de operaciones
de abdominoplastia, mas
conocida como tummy
tuck, liposuccion y levanta-
miento de gliteos, dicen
expertos del sector.

Con una cantidad consi-
derable de colombianas,
lazos cercanos con el pais
sudamericano y la prefe-
rencia de los hispanos por
las curvas, Miami ha pro-
bado ser un mercado lucra-
tivo de fajas. Celebridades
como Kim Kardashian
(quien prepara el lanza-
miento de su propia linea)
y legiones de modelos de
Instagram también impul-
san el atractivo mercado en
todo el pais y el resto del
mundo. -

Giselle Alonso conocio
las fajas en 2(
estudiaba ]
1aba enun’
mi. Un dia, ala hora de
almuerzo, caminaba por la
Calle Ocho, se-detuvo en
una bouthue y'compro
una.

“Me encanto. Te corrige
la postura, te mantiene
derecha y te hace la cintura
mas pequefia”, dijo.

Alonso quedo tan impre-
sionada qiie compro varias
directamente a un fabri-
cante colombiano y cred
una pégma igital de ven-
tas, ademas de anunciar las
fa]as en Inst ram, donde

solamente tenia 102 segui-
dores. Vendio todas las
fajas en pocos dias. A los
pocos meses, dejo los estu-
dios para concentrarse en
su nueva compania, Shape
Waist.

Hoy Alonso tiene mas de.
245,000 seguidores en
Instagram y tiene un nego-
cio mayorista que vende
mas de 25,000 fajas al mes
en todo el pais. Alonso
viaja con regularidad a
Colombia, donde las fabri-
cas producén una amplia
gama de estilos de fajas.

“Todo lo que yo importo
se fabrica en Colombia. He
tratado de hacerlo en Chi-
na, pero no ha funciona-
do”, dijo Alonso, de 32
afios. “Cuando se piensa
en fajas, se piensa en Co-
lombia”. g

Jiménez, de Premier
International, compré su
primera faja a pnncxplos de
los afios 2000, despues
que dio a luz a su primera
hl]a La entonces agente de
viajes también empezd a
comprar fajas en Colombia
y a venderlas puerta por
puerta en Miami, donde la
recepcion no fue muy bue-
na. ‘

“Mucha gente se reia. Al
principio era un mercado

‘exclusivamente dirigido a

las hispanas”, dijo. “Pero
las mujeres anglo empeza-
ron a reconocer que funcio-
na, y el mercado ha creci~
do”.

Cuando empezo, la fabri-

" caen que compraba las

fajas en Colombia sola-
mente producia dos estilos.
Ella y su esposo, Ricardo
]1menez (quien fallecio el
afo pasado), compraron la
fabrica y la ampliaron en
momentos que el interés
por esa prenda interior
despegaba.

Hoy Premier Internatio-

-nal fabrica 32 estilos —bajo

las marcas Lipo Express,
SlenderTouch y RenovaS-
lim— para clientes en todo
el pais. La compaiiia tam-
bién tiene 18 tiendas, casi
todas de la marca Fajas y
Mas.

En su almacén en West
Kendall hay costureras
especializadas en persona-

. lizar las fajas. Pero la insta-

lacién esta llena de cajas
pléasticas llenas de fajas. La
que mas se vende es la
Classic Half, que tiene un
color de piel natural y se

usa con blusas con mangas,
faldas y vestidos.

“La faja lo levanta todo”,
dijo Barbara Acevedo, de
25.anos, directiva en Pre-
mier. “Lo pone todo en su
lugar”.

Pero hay muchos mode-
los mds. Los modelos de-
rriere no tienen tela en la
parte de los gluteos, y se
usan mas con shorts o
minifaldas, y para las mu-
jeres que se recuperan de
un levantamiento de glte-
0s. La compaiiia firmo
recientemente un acuerdo
con un cirujano plastico en
Kuwait, quien vende sus
productos en el Medio
Oriente.

“Es cosa de vanidad”,
dice Jiménez del atractivo
de la faja. “Queremos
parecer delgadas, pero no
hacer ejercicio”. )

Pero el éxito también ha
convertido a la familia
Jiménez en objetivo de los
ladrones. El fobo del afo
pasado ha sido el mayor
hasta ahora, pero no el
primero.

En 2011, en el primer
almacén de la compaiiia en
West Kendall, los ladrones
entraron a la fuerza en
medio de la noche y se
llevaron 17,000 fajas. Ji-
ménez todavia esta moles-
tay dice que los detectives
de Miami-Dade no investi-
garon lo suficiente. No ha

“habido arrestos y no se

recuperd ninguna faja
robada.

Tres afios mas tarde
ocurrio lo mismo, pero un
avispado policia de Miami-
Dade not6 un camion sos-
pechoso saliendo del alma-
cén a la 1a.m. Trato de
detenerlo, pero los ladro-
nes huyeron a pie. Las
autoridades recuperaron
las 13,000 fajas robadas.

Los Jiménez mudaron su
operacion a otro almacén,
pero les robaron una terce-
ray cuarta vez, la tltima el
10 de marzo de 2018, una
vez mas a eso de lala.m.

Esta vez, el enorme robo
llamdla atencion de la
Unidad contra el Robo de
Carga de la Policia de Mia-
mi-Dade, que maneja ro-
bos en camercios.

Los Jiménez se comuni-
caron de inmediato con
minoristas en todo el pais
que venden fagjs. Tres dias |
después del robo, uno de
los mayores clientes de la
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Art Taquechel

MILES DE fajas guardadas en bolsas fueron dejadas en la
oficina del abogado Art Taquechel: Las fajas fueron
recuperadas por su cliente como parte de la investigacion
de un robo en West Kendall en marzo de 2018.

UN ROBO DE $2
MILLONES EN UN
ALMACEN DE MIAMI
HA IMPULSADO EL
MERCADO NEGRO DE
LAS FAJAS PARA
MUJERES, UNA
PRENDA DE ROPA
INTERIOR POPULAR
ENTRE LAS DAMAS EN
LATINOAMERICA Y EL
SUR DE LA FLORIDA.

empresa, Catherine Fas-
hion, llamo con informa-
cion urgente. Anthony
Nunovero, culpable de
falsificacion de tarjetas de
crédito, se presentd en la
tienda, cerca de Miami
Lakes, para ofrecer “una
gran cantidad” de fajas
Lipo Express, dijo la Poli-
cia. Su oferta: $35 cada
una, menos de los $50 que
la empresa normalmente
pagaba al fabricante, y
mucho menos de los $120
que se cobra a los clientes.
Un empleado de la tien-
da lo demor¢ a proposito,
diciendo que tenia que
preguntarle al duefio. Asi
las cosas, intercambiaron
numeros de teléfono. Nu-
novero le envi6 una foto de
una de las fajas. El propie-

tario de Catherine Fashion
llamo6 de inmediato a Jimé-
nez. Daba la casualidad
que los detectives estaban
en el almacén, y empeza-
ron a preparar una opera-
cion encubierta.

“Estabamos en el lugar
adecuado en el momento
correcto”, dijo la sargento
Nicole Donnelly, de la
unidad especial de la Poli-
cia de Miami-Dade.

Los detectives que obser-
vaban desde lejos dicen
que Nunovero y otro hom-
bre, Edel Salas Diaz, llega-
ron a Catherine Fashion y
trataron de vender una
gran cantidad de fajas en
$20 cada una. Los hombres
se marcharon para buscar
la mercancia en una casa
en el vecindario miamense
de West Little River.

Los detectives los obser-
varon a ellos y a otras tres
personas llevar las fajas a
un vehiculo.

“Sacaron de la casa un
montdn de bolsas de basu-
ra. Decidimos que una vez
sacaran 10 bolsas los iba-
mos a detener y a buscar
una orden de registro”,
dijo Donnelly.

Los detectives los arres-
taron a todos bajo cargos
de negociar con propiedad
robada. En el lugar se recu-
peraron varios miles de
fajas. .

Dos de los acusados

fueron condenados a liber-
tad condicional. Otros dos
fueron sometidos a progra-
mas para personas que
delinquen por primera vez.
Los fiscales tuvieron que

‘desestimar las acusaciones

contra Nunovero debido a
testimonios conflictivos
sobre su papel en el acuer-
do con Catherine Fashion.

“Pero el caso fue positivo
en un aspecto. Uno de los
sospechosos, Lazaro Du-
conge Ruiz, en un esfuerzo
por ganarse la buena vo-
luntad de los fiscales, co-
menzo a recoger y a com-
prar todas las fajas robadas
que pudiera encontrar en la
calle. Un dia dejo numero-
sas bolsas de basura llenas
de fajas en la oficina de su
abogado defensor, Art
Taquechel, quien le pidio a
la Policia que las fuera a
recoger.

“Ocupaban Ia mitad de
mi sala de espera, no tenia
ddnde colocarlas”, dijo .
Taquechel. “En todos mis
afos de practica nunca me
habia visto algo asi. No
tenia idea que hay un mer-
cado para fajas robadas”.

¢Cuantas fajas robadas
hay en las calles? Eso no se
sabe con certeza, pero
seguin los niumeros de se-
rie, algunas de las fajas
Lipo Express devueltas a la
Policia fueron robadas a la
misma compaiia en 2011,
dijo Jiménez.

Y siguen apareciendo.

En diciembre de 2018,
dos mujeres entraron a la
tienda Fajas y Mas de Hia-

" leah sin saber que es pro-

piedad de la familia Jirhé-
nez, y ofrecieron fajas Lipo
Express a $20 cada una.
Los detectives montaron
otra operacion encubierta.
La tienda coordind la com-
pra de 41 fajas robadas y
las dos mujeres regresaron
con una bolsa llena de
mercancia. Cuando la

" interrogaron, una de las

mujeres admitié que habia
comprado las fajas en una
“cafeteria que no se acuer-
da ddnde esta” a un “hom-
bre desconocido”.

En total, Jiménez recupe-
16 solamente 7,000 fajas,
que en su mayoria estan
arrinconadas en la parte de
atras del almacén.

“Casi todas se mojaron
antes que las recuperara-
mos. No podemos vender-
las, no es higiénico”.
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SUR DE LA FLORIDA

El atractivo de la silueta curvilinea y un robo
espectacular impulsan mercado negro de fajas para
mujeres

POR DAVID OVALLE
Shinibiaa Yy f &

19 DE JULIO DE 2019 08:16 AM
in ® & &8
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Un robo de fajas valoradas en $2 millones en un almacén de Miami ha impulsado el mercado negro de este producto. una
pieza de ropa interior muy popular. POR

Como la silueta curvilinea popular en Miami no es cosa facil de lograr para muchas mujeres, las
tiendas y boutiques desde Doral hasta la Calle Ocho venden una gran cantidad de esa prenda de
ropa interior que afina y da forma a la figura femenina: la faja.

“Cintura pequefa. Caderas pronunciadas. Un buen derriere. Muchas mujeres buscan esa figura”,
dijo Asanyah Davidson, presidenta del Miami Fashion Institute del Miami Dade College. “Es un
gran negocio”.

De hecho, es un negocio tan floreciente que el sur de la Florida hay un mercado negro cada vez
mads dindmico de fajas, alimentado por un robo espectacular que todavia no se ha solucionado.
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Los ladrones se centraron en un destacado proveedor de fajas de West Kendall, Premier

International Group. Cortaron la alarma, perforaron el techo, bajaron 20 pies por los anaqueles y
dedicaron toda la noche a vaciar el almacén.

Se llevaron 34,000 fajas de alta gama hechas en Colombia con un valor de venta de $2 millones. El
robo, que ocurrid el ano pasado pero que se da a conocer ahora, sigue dando qué hacer. Hasta el
momento, siete personas han sido procesadas por tratar de vender bolsas llenas de fajas robadas,
pero los autores intelectuales del hecho siguen libres y solamente se ha podido recuperar menos de
una cuarta parte de las fajas robadas.

“Es un golpe muy grande”, dijo Maria Luisa Jiménez, duefia de Premier International. “Uno
pensaria que en un lugar como este pais, donde hay tanta seguridad, se iban a meter ala fuerzaya
robarse el 95 por ciento de la mercancia”.

La faja, una prenda muy comun en América Latina, es prima de los cefiidores de antaio, pero mas
parecida a prendas interiores mas modernas como el Spanx. Aunque a lo largo de los siglos ha
habido numerosas versiones del corsé —que han torturado a las mujeres con elementos como
hueso de ballena y plastico— han perdido atractivo en Estados Unidos.

Sin embargo, en Colombia se fabrican de todos tipos y materiales, como spandex, nylon y latex, y
han disfrutado de gran aceptacion junto con el dinamismo del sector de belleza y cirugia cosmética
en ese pais. Esta prenda de compresion es popular entre las mujeres que se recuperan de
operaciones de abdono'?igzob %é%ia, mas conocida como tummy tuck, liposuccion y levantamiento de

glateos, dicen expertos del sector.

TENDENCIAS

WALTER MERCADO: Hordscopo
del domingo 21.07.19
JULIO 20,2019 08:00 PM

‘Me destruiste... cobarde’: Chofer de
Uber que viold a pasajera se carcome
al oir su martirio

JULIO 20,2019 12.05 PM

No tenia condon, pero si pistola.
Arrestan a sujeto que dejaria horror
y dolor en tres hoteles

JULIO 20,2019 02:59 PM

Arrestado vicepresidente de
Parlamento de Venezuela levanta
huelga de hambre

JULIO 21,2019 04:38 PM

SPONSORED CONTENT

REESE WI™

U en espacio

El hordéscopo de Walter Mercado

Servicio al Cliente



Con una cantidad considerable de colombianas, lazos cercanos con el pais sudamericanoy la ) L )
Vea la edicion digital de el Nuevo

Herald

preferencia de los hispanos por las curvas, Miami ha probado ser un mercado lucrativo de fajas.
Celebridades como Kim Kardashian (quien prepara el lanzamiento de su propia linea) y legiones
de modelos de Instagram también impulsan el atractivo mercado en todo el pais y el resto del

mundo.

Giselle Alonso conoci6 las fajas en 2014, cuando estudiaba Derecho y trabajaba en un bufete de
Miami. Un dia, a la hora de almuerzo, caminaba por la Calle Ocho, se detuvo en una boutique y

comprd una.
“Me encantd. Te corrige la postura, te mantiene derecha y te hace la cintura mas pequeiia”, dijo. . . ‘

Alonso qued6 tan impresionada que compro

varias directamente a un fabricante colombiano

y cre6 una pagina digital de ventas, ademas de
anunciar las fajas en Instagram, donde
solamente tenia 102 seguidores. Vendio todas las . ‘
fajas en pocos dias. A los pocos meses, dejo los

estudios para concentrarse en sunueva

compaiiia, Shape Waist.

Hoy Alonso tiene mas de 245,000 seguidores en
Instagram y tiene un negocio mayorista que

vende mas de 25,000 fajas al mes en todo el pais. . ‘
Alonso viaja con regularidad a Colombia, donde
las fabricas producen una amplia gama de estilos

de fajas.

“Todo lo que yo importo se fabrica en Colombia.

He tratado de hacerlo en China, pero no ha
funcionado”, dijo Alonso, de 32 afos. “Cuando se

piensa en fajas, se piensa en Colombia”.
Giselle Alonso, modelo miamense de Instagram, dirige

Jiménez, de Premier International, comprd su Shape Waist, una compaiiia que importa y vende fajas y

primera faja a principios de los afios 2000, otras prendas de compresién. Giselle Alonso

después que dio a luz a su primera hija. La

entonces agente de viajes también empez6 a

comprar fajas en Colombia y a venderlas puerta por puerta en Miami, donde la recepcion no fue

muy buena.

“Mucha gente se refa. Al principio era un mercado exclusivamente dirigido a las hispanas”, dijo.
“Pero las mujeres anglo empezaron a reconocer que funciona, y el mercado ha crecido”.




Un retrato de Maria Luisa Jiménez y su esposo, ya fallecido, Ricardo Jiménez, adorna la oficina en Premier International
Group, en una imagen del 16 de julio de 2019. La pareja fundd la compaiiia que vende y distribuye fajas y prensa similares.
Jennifer King JKING@MIAMIHERALD.COM

Cuando empezo, la fabrica en que compraba las fajas en Colombia solamente producia dos estilos.
Ellay su esposo, Ricardo Jiménez (quien fallecié el aiio pasado), compraron la fbrica y la
ampliaron en momentos que el interés por esa prenda interior despegaba. Hoy Premier
International fabrica 32 estilos —bajo las marcas Lipo Express, SlenderTouch y RenovaSlim— para
clientes en todo el pais. La compafiia también tiene 18 tiendas, casi todas de la marca Fajas y Mas.

En sualmacén en West Kendall hay costureras especializadas en personalizar las fajas. Pero la
instalacidn esté llena de cajas plasticas llenas de fajas. La que mas se vende es la Classic Half, que
tiene un color de piel natural y se usa con blusas con mangas, faldas y vestidos.

“La faja lo levanta todo”, dijo Barbara Acevedo, de 25 afios, directiva en Premier. “Lo pone todo en
su lugar”.

Pero hay muchos modelos mds. Los modelos derriere no tienen tela en la parte de los gluteos, y se
usan mas con shorts o minifaldas, y para las mujeres que se recuperan de un levantamiento de
gluteos. La compaiiia firmo recientemente un acuerdo con un cirujano plastico en Kuwait, quien
vende sus productos en el Medio Oriente.

“Es cosa de vanidad”, dice Jiménez del atractivo de la faja. “Queremos parecer delgadas, pero no
hacer ejercicio”.

Pero el éxito también ha convertido a la familia Jiménez en objetivo de los ladrones. El robo del
afo pasado ha sido el mayor hasta ahora, pero no el primero.

En 2011, en el primer almacén de la compaiiia en West Kendall, los ladrones entraron a la fuerza en
medio de la noche y se llevaron 17,000 fajas. Jiménez todavia esta molesta y dice que los
detectives de Miami-Dade no investigaron mucho. No ha habido arrestos y no se recuperd ninguna
faja robada. Tres afios mds tarde ocurri6 lo mismo, pero un avispado policia de Miami-Dade noté
un camion sospechoso saliendo del almacén a la 1 a.m. Trat6 de detenerlo, pero los ladrones
huyeron a pie. Las autoridades recuperaron las 13,000 fajas robadas.

The Jiménez mudaron su operacién a otro almacén, pero les robaron una tercera y cuarta vez, la
ultima el 10 de marzo de 2018, una vez mas a esode la1a.m.

Esta vez, el enorme robo llamo la atencion de la Unidad contra el Robo de Carga de la Policia de
Miami-Dade, que maneja robos en comercios.

Los Jiménez se comunicaron de inmediato con minoristas en todo el pais que venden fagas. Tres
dias después del robo, uno de los mayores clientes de la empresa, Catherine Fashion, llamo con
informacion urgente. Anthony Nunovero, culpable de falsificacion de tarjetas de crédito, se
presentd en la tienda, cerca de Miami Lakes, para ofrecer “una gran cantidad” de fajas Lipo
Express, dijo la Policia. Su oferta: $35 cada una, menos de los $50 que la empresa normalmente
pagaba al fabricante, y mucho menos de los $120 que se cobra a los clientes.

Un empleado de la tienda lo demord a proposito, diciendo que tenia que preguntarle al dueno. Asi
las cosas, intercambiaron numeros de teléfono. Nunovero le envié una foto de una de las fajas. El
propietario de Catherine Fashion llam¢ de inmediato a Jiménez. Daba la casualidad que los
detectives estaban en el almacén, y empezaron a preparar una operacién encubierta.

“Estabamos en el lugar adecuado en el momento correcto”, dijo la sargento Nicole Donnelly, de la
unidad especial de la Policia de Miami-Dade.

Los detectives que observaban desde lejos dicen que Nunovero y otro hombre, Edel Salas Diaz,
llegaron a Catherine Fashion y trataron de vender una gran cantidad de fajas en $20 cada una. Los



hombres se marcharon para buscar la mercancia en una casa en el vecindario miamense de West
Little River.

Los detectives los observaron a ellos y a otras tres personas llevar las fajas a un vehiculo.

“Sacaron de la casa un montén de bolsas de basura. Decidimos que una vez sacaran 10 bolsas los
ibamos a detener y a buscar una orden de registro”, dijo Donnelly.

Los detectives los arrestaron a todos bajo cargos de negociar con propiedad robada. En el lugar se
recuperaron varios miles de fajas.

Dos de los acusados fueron condenados a libertad condicional. Otros dos fueron sometidos a
programas para personas que delinquen por primera vez. Los fiscales tuvieron que desestimar las
acusaciones contra Nunovero debido a testimonios conflictivos sobre su papel en el acuerdo con
Catherine Fashion.

Pero el caso fue positivo en un aspecto. Uno de
los sospechosos, Lazaro Duconge Ruiz, en un
esfuerzo por ganarse la buena voluntad de los
fiscales, comenzo a recoger y a comprar todas las
fajas robadas que pudiera encontrar en la calle.
Un dia dejé numerosas bolsas de basura llenas de
fajas en la oficina de su abogado defensor, Art
Taquechel, quien le pidié a la Policia que las
fuera a recoger.

“Ocupaban la mitad de mi sala de espera, no
tenia dénde colocarlas”, dijo Taquechel. “En
todos mis afios de practica nunca me habia visto
algo asi. No tenia idea que hay un mercado para
fajas robadas”.

¢Cuantas fajas robadas hay en las calles? Eso no
se sabe con certeza, pero segun los numeros de
serie, algunas de las fajas Lipo Express devueltas
ala Policia fueron robadas a la misma compaiiia

en 2011, dijo Jiménez.

Miles de fajas guardadas en bolsas de basura en la oficina
del abogado defensor miamense Art Taquechel. Las fajas
fueron recuperadas por su cliente como parte de una

; . . ; investigacion de un robo en West Kendall en marzo de
tienda Fajas y Més de Hialeah sin saber que es 2018. - ART TAQUECHEL

Y siguen apareciendo.

En diciembre de 2018, dos mujeres entraron ala

propiedad de la familia Jiménez, y ofrecieron
fajas Lipo Express a $20 cada una.

Los detectives montaron otra operacion encubierta. La tienda hizo coordind la compra de 41 fajas
robadas y las dos mujeres regresaron con una bolsa llena de mercancia. Cuando la interrogaron,
una de las mujeres admitié que habia comprado las fajas en una “cafeteria que no se acuerda
dénde estd” a un “hombre desconocido”.

En total, Jiménez recuperd solamente 7,000 fajas, que en su mayoria estan arrinconadas en la
parte de atras del almacén.

“Casi todas se mojaron antes que las recuperaramos. No podemos venderlas, no es higiénico”.
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Descanso. / Francisco Pufial Suérez

El humor grafico, con casi tres siglos a cuestas, es hoy un arte expresivo y comunicador de primer
orden, que MUNDIARIO trae a su pagina home de la mano de Francisco Pufial Suérez.

Las manifestaciones del humor grifico en la prensa son rastreables desde el siglo XVIII. Si bien
en los medios digitales rara vez se han hecho presentes en sus primeras paginas, MUNDIARIO
incorpora las fotos de Francisco Pufial Suérez a su pagina home.

MUNDIARIO, que se define como un perioédico de andlisis y opinidn, parte de la base de que el
humor dibujado, con casi tres siglos a cuestas, es hoy un arte expresivo y comunicador de primer
orden, que debe estar ya para siempre en su primera pagina. A su vez, este periddico asume que el
humor grafico también contempla la fotografia, de lo cual dan testimonio las exposiciones del Miami
Dade College, en Florida ( EE UU); el Portocartoon, en Portugal, y la Casa del Humor de Gabrovo, en
Bulgaria.

Lo que caracteriza al humor es lo incongruente, los cambios de valores y lo sorpresivo, o sea lo
inesperado, y estos elementos estan presentes en las vifietas y fotos de nuestros autores, todos ellos
colaboradores habituales de este periddico. @mundiario

Puede ver este articulo en la siguitente direccion /articulo/humor/descanso/20190721110657158734.html
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