
1,191 Miami Dade College 
Wednesday, March 31, 2021 

The Daily News Clippings 
Miami Dade College Office of Media Relations 

300 N.E. Second Ave., Suite 1350 
Miami, Fl. 33132 

Tel. 305-237-3366 - Fax. 305-237-3228 
www.mdc.edu  

Get the latest MDC news on 	and 10 



VOLUME 54, ISSUE 1 

(850) 222-3222 ; myafchome.org  Print 	Full Screen 	Contents 	11 	1 of31 



2021 AFC BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

Contents 
VOLUME 54, ISSUE 1 

Features 
LEADERSHIP .00,711; RENCE RECAP 

E THE DATE: ST'' ANNUAL 'CAMPUS SAFETY SYMPOSIUM 

COL 
	

RRELL APPOINTED AS INTERIM VICE-PRESIDENT OF ACADEMIC 

Arm DADE COLLEGE PRESIDENT PUWARIEGA 

ACCESS AFC 

WELCOME 2021 AFC B A D 3E 13T3 S 

NEW MEMBERS 

2020 PROFESSOR OF THE YEAR: JEREMY NORTON 

LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE upDATE:- 

5 
6 

15 
20 
21 
23 
26 
28 
29 

In Every Issue 
3 PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE 14 REGIONS 

4 EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR/CEO'S MESSAGE 17 COMMISSIONS 

8 KUDOS 22 CCP FOR ME 

12 CHAPTERS 31 CALENDAR 

Northwest Florida State College chapter runs the concession 
stand to raise money for AFC scholarships. 

CURRENT is published by the Association of Florida Colleges. Advertising, news releases, 
and other communications should be sent to the AFC, 1725 Mahan Drive, Tallahassee, 
Florida 32308 or by email at publications@myafchome.org.The views and opinions 
expressed in CURRENT are not necessarily those of the Association of Florida Colleges, its 
members, directors, or officers. 

MAGAZINE 	(850) 222-3222 myafchome.org 	 Print 	Full Screen 	Contents 	11 	2 0/31 l■ Old 



AN AFC PODCAST HOSTED BY CHRISTINE TRIPP AND DOUG RYAN 

Join hosts Christine Tripp and Doug Ryan as they focus 

on our colleges, members, and special topics within the 

Florida College System. 

The latest episode features an interview with 2021 AFC 

President Ray Coulter. Listen as Ray tell his AFC story and 

learn about his Presidential Goals for the year. 

The Community can be found on the AFC website, 

Spotify, Apple Podcast, and iHeart podcasting platforms. 

1 c here   to listen to the latest episode. 

Meet Miami Dade College's New 
President, President Pumariega 

How long have you worked in Higher 
Education? 
My career in higher education spans more 
than 20 years. I began my journey at MDC 
as a student athlete on the basketball team. 
I later held several positions of ascending 
responsibility at the College culminating in 
serving as the Wolfson Campus president. 
After leaving MDC and leading a non-profit 
organization, I was appointed the first female 
and Hispanic chancellor of the Florida College System (FCS). I also 
served as provost of Tallahassee Community College. Today, I am MDC's 
first female president. 

What is the best advice you have received? 
Be kind always. Listen more than you speak, and it is important to ask 
the right questions. 

What is the latest book you have read? 
"Believe in People: Bottom-Up Solutions for a Top-Down World" by 
Charles G. Koch and Brian Hooks 

What do you like to do in your free time? 
During my free time, I take every opportunity to spend time with family 
and enjoy the outdoors. 

If you could learn to do anything, what would it be? 
I would love to learn to code, to develop apps and use artificial 
intelligence for the greater good. 

• 



New Members 
Welcome to the following new members from December 2020 - February 2027 

Broward College 
Sandra Gans 

College of Central Florida 
Rachel Baril 

Eastern Florida State College 
Jessica Killam 
Suzanne Sparling 

Florida SouthWestern State College 
Amanda Lehrian 
Richard Hodges 

Florida State College at Jacksonville 
Karen Acevedo 
Regan Williams 

Gulf Coast State College 
Bonnie Farr 

Indian River State College 
Calvin Williams 
Hanan Hanna 
Maurice Rubio-McMillon 
Michael Kemp 

Miami Dade College 
Anay Abraham 
Belkis Cabrera 
Caitlin Richardson 
Tavares Scott 

Northwest Florida State College 
Anne Brinton 

Palm Beach State College 
Marshamarie Mosely 

Pasco-Hernando State College 
Kara Buchholz 

Pensacola State College 
Donna Winterberry 
Elaine Morris 
James Ryan 
Mary Graves 
Patrick Titus 
Tianna Reese 

Valencia College 
Angel de la Portilla 
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FEMA pop-ups are moving to North Miami 
Beach, Miami Springs again. Second doses 
only 
BY MICHELLE MARCHANTE 
MARCH 31, 2021 06:00 AM 
Play Video 

Duration 2:48 
Don't fear the needle 
Coral Gables' Dr. Arthur Bregman shares tips on overcoming trypanophobia so you can get 
your COVID vaccination. BY BREGMAN MEDICAL GROUP 

The federally supported vaccination pop-ups in Sweetwater and Florida City are moving again to 
North Miami Beach and Miami Springs to administer second doses. 

The FEMA pop-up sites will remain at Ronselli Park Youth Center, 250 SW 114th Ave. in 
Sweetwater, and Florida City Youth Activity Center, 650 NW Fifth Ave., through Wednesday. 

Then on Thursday, the sites will be at Allen Park Community Center at 1770 NE 162nd St. in 
North Miami Beach and at the Miami Springs Community Center at 1401 Westward Dr. The 
sites will be open from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. every day through April 7, and appointments are not 
needed. You can just show up and wait in line. 

As for the FEMA "hub" at Miami Dade College North Campus, it will continue to offer first-
and second-dose Pfizer shots until April 7. Then it will only offer second doses. The site opens 
every day from 7 a.m. to 7 p.m., and appointments are not needed. 

Here's what else you need to know: 

WHAT TO KNOW ABOUT SECOND DOSES AT FEMA SATELLITE SITES 

• Only second-dose Pfizer shots will be available at the two pop-ups. 

• You will need to show your CDC vaccination card and a state-issued ID, such as a driver's 
license, to get your second shot. 



• You should not get your second dose prior to the date listed on your vaccination card, 
according to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. 

• People who get their first shot at a FEMA site can switch among the three FEMA vaccine 
centers in Miami-Dade for their second dose. 

• Once the pop-ups finish their run in North Miami Beach and Miami Springs, the sites will 
move to Liberty City and Cutler Bay. 

People wait to be vaccinated for COVID-19 in front of the Allen Park Community 
Center, 1770 NE 162nd St., in North Miami Beach on March 11. FEMA pop-up 
sites that will only administer second Pfizer shots are coming to North Miami 
Beach as well as Miami Springs. JOSE A. 
IGLESIAS JIGLESIAS@ELNUEVOHERALD.COM  

https://www.miamiherald.cominews/coronavirus/article250308924,html  



SOUTH DADE 

NEVVSLEADER 
Your Source for Local News in South Dade and the Upper Keys 

MDC North launches 
Education Program at 
Everglades Correctional 
MARZO 30, 2021 

Everglades Correctional Institution 



Miami Dade College (MDC) North Campus has officially launched the U.S. Department 

of Education Second Chance Pell Experimental program at 

Everglades Correctional Institution. 

This is the second year in a row that MDC is selected to receive the grant that will 

provide need-based tuition assistance to individuals incarcerated in federal and state 

prisons and help them earn a postsecondary credential and gain job skills. 

MDC is one of 67 colleges and universities selected nationwide and the second state 

college in Florida offering credit-bearing courses to incarcerated 

individuals. 

"As democracy's college, MDC is committed to offering high-quality instruction to 
diverse populations and engaging underserved individuals everywhere," said North 

Campus Interim President Fermin Vazquez. "The Pell Experiment Chance designation 

allows the college to truly change lives." 

The first 20 students at Everglades Correctional Institution began their college 

education this spring. Students are currently enrolled in composition, math, and student 

skills courses and are working towards earning an Associate in Arts degree. All courses 

in the associate program are transferrable within the Florida college system and 

completion guarantees admission into a bachelor's program at MDC or a Florida state 

university. 

MDC faculty teaching the above-mentioned courses include Dr. Minca Davis-Brantley, 

Social Sciences Department; Marta Brito-Villani, 



Mathematics Department; and Katrina Smith, English and Communications. The 

program would not be possible without the dedicated work of Professors Davis-Brantley 

and Samantha Carlo, as well as the Second Chance Pell team. 

The faculty established essential working relationships with key partners and have been 

at the vanguard of securing grants to help supplement the 

administrative costs associated with running the program. Most recently, North Campus 

was awarded a two-year $120,000 grant from The Laughing Full Foundation. 

Both professors are passionate advocates for higher education in prisons. They are 

active members of the National Alliance for Higher Education in Prisons (NCHEP) and 

founding members of the Florida Coalition of Higher Education in Prison (FCHEP). 

For more information, contact Dr. Michaela Tomova, Dean of Faculty at North 

Campus, 305-237-1409, mtomova@mdc.edu. 

http://www.southdadenewsleadencominews/mdc-north-launches-education-program-at-

everglades-correctionaltarticle_87d57118-9168-11eb-9c16-3f04333f926a.html  



about 19 hours ago 	By Miami Herald In World/Latin America 

Republicans flip flop on an NC voting rule, 
then mock critics of their new position. Really? 

World/Latin America about 20 hours ago 

Former president attempts to jab Fauci and 
Birx as US vaccinations climb to over 95 
million 

World/Latin America about 11 hours ago 

Kentucky lawmakers send bipartisan election 
bill to governor 

3/30/2021 	 Florida says 16- and 17-year-olds can get a COVID vaccine on the same day all adults can 
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DAILY MAGAZINE 
the news gateway 	rT  

US World Politics Business Science Tech Sports Health Entertainment 

Florida says 16- and 17-year-olds can 
get a COVID vaccine on the same day 
all adults can 

I
Top News: Latin America 

24h 	 7 days 	30 days 

  

World/Latin America about 8 hours ago 

Starting April 5, anyone 18 and older will be able to get the vaccine in Florida. And, now, so will 
16- and 17-year-olds. 

Florida has clarified that 16- and 17-year-old teenagers will be able to get the COVID-19 vaccine 
on April 5, the same day that all adults in the state become eligible. 

The Florida Division of Emergency Management, which is tasked with the state's vaccine 
distribution, made the announcement in a news release late Friday. 

The enduring questions about Mars are 
starting to be answered 

World/Latin America about 3 hours ago 

www.dailymagazine.news/florida-says-16-and-17-year-olds-can-get-a-covid-vaccine-on-the-same-day-all-adults-can-nid-1483437.html 	 1/4 



3/30/2021 	 Florida says 16- and 17-year-olds can get a COVID vaccine on the same day all adults can 

Florida Gov. Ron DeSantis on Thursday announced that all Floridians 18 and older would be 
eligible for a shot starting on April 5. What he signed into law expands the criteria even more to 
include 16- and 17-year-old teenagers as "prescribed" by the U.S. Food and Drug Administration. 

On Monday, President Joe Biden said he expects 90% of adults in the country will be eligible to 
get a vaccine by April 19. He previously directed the states to make all adults eligible for the 
vaccine by May 1. 

However, there will be some restrictions on where teens can get their vaccine. 

Pfizer's COVID-19 vaccine is the only one authorized for emergency use in people who are least 
16, according to the FDA. Moderna and Johnson & Johnson's vaccines are for people 18 and 
older. 

Which South Florida sites have Pfizer? 

Many of the South Florida COVID-19 vaccination sites offer Pfizer but not all of them do. Publix 
and Winn-Dixie stores, for example, offer only Moderna and Johnson & Johnson. 

Sites that have Pfizer include Hard Rock Stadium in Miami Gardens, Marlins Park in Little 
Havana, the federally supported site at Miami Dade College North Campus and all of the state-
run sites in Broward County, including Snyder Park in Fort Lauderdale and Tree Tops Park in 
Davie. 

Miami-Dade County-run sites at Tropical Park, Zoo Miami and Homestead Sports Complex also 
sometimes have Pfizer in stock. You can preregister for a vaccine at the county's website. 

No word yet on which locations will schedule appointments for teens starting on April 5. A parent 
or legal guardian will need to be at the appointment with the teen and the parent will need to 
show proof of Florida residency. 

Until then, only 16- and-17-year-olds deemed by a physician to be "extremely vulnerable" to 
COVID-19 because of a preexisting medical condition can get a shot if they have the signed 
vulnerability form. 

Sites that are scheduling appointments for teens with at-risk conditions include Nicklaus 
Children's Hospital, Navarro Discount Pharmacies, CVS and all of the state-run sites in Broward 
County. Teens with at-risk conditions can also schedule a dose through Jackson Health System, 
and no documentation or proof, besides Florida residency, is needed. 

California relocates mountain lions making a 
meal of endangered sheep 

World/Latin America about 3 hours ago 

CDC director has feeling of 
'impending doom' amid new 
spike 

World/Latin America 
about 20 hours ago 

Kentucky bill curbs governor's choice to fill 
Senate vacancy 

World/Latin America about 11 hours ago 

Palau president visits Taiwan 
amid Chinese pressure 

World/Latin America 
about 7 hours ago 

3 men charged in Virginia 
Beach shootings appear in 
court 

World/Latin America 
about 14 hours ago 

Witness describes seeing 
Floyd 'slowly fade away' 

World/Latin America 
about 9 hours ago 

No amount of rock music can 
cover it up. DeSantis dodged 
the unemployment question, 
again I Editorial 

World/Latin America 
about 14 hours ago 

Protected birds are pecking 
livestock to death. Now 
Missouri farmers can fight 
back 

World/Latin America 
about 13 hours ago 

Where can you get Johnson & Johnson? What about Pfizer and Moderna? A South Florida list 
Florida says 16- and 17-year-
olds can get a COVID 

Share Sign Up to see what your friends 	 vaccine on the same day all 
adults can 

Share: World/Latin America 
about 19 hours ago 

COMMENTS 
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EXPANDED ELIGIBILITY CAUSES SURGE AT VACCINATION SITES 5:05 7T 
;;T" THAT LED HER TO CALL A POLICE SERGEANT WHO WAS A SUPERVISOR FOR THE OFFIC 

3/30/2021 	 Florida Vaccine Updates: Gov. Forbids 'Vaccine Passports', State's Variant Cases Rising — NBC 6 South Florida 

wlis 

CORONAVIRUS PANDEMIC 

Florida Vaccine Updates: Gov. Forbids 'Vaccine Passports, State's 
Variant Cases Rising 

Here's what we know today about the coronavirus outbreak in Florida, and the effort to stop it 

By NBC 6 • Published 4 hours ago • Updated 2 hours ago 

NBC 6's Carolina Peguero has the latest on the mission to get as many people vaccinated as possible across the 
Sunshine State. 

As a supply of the coronavirus vaccine has become available across Florida, residents are 

understandably anxious to know when they will be able to stand in line for a dose. 

https://www.nbcmiami.com/news/local/florida-vaccine-updates-gov-forbids-vaccine-passports-states-variant-cases-rising/2416989/ 	 1/5 
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Download our mobile app for iOS or Android to get alerts for 
local breaking news and weather. 

More Vaccine News 

15 HOURS AGO 

MLB to Relax Virus Protocols When 85% on Field Vaccinated 

17 HOURS AGO 

Vaccine Sites Within 5 Miles of Most Americans Coming by April 19, Biden Says 

Here's what we know today about the coronavirus outbreak in Florida, and the effort to stop it. 

Florida Governor to Forbid 'Vaccine Passports' With Executive 
Order 

Florida Gov. Ron DeSantis said Monday that he would issue an executive order forbidding local 
governments and businesses from requiring so-called "vaccine passports" to show proof that 

customers have been inoculated against the coronavirus. 

He made the announcement on a day when more Floridians would become eligible for vaccination 

and during a ceremony he convened at the state Capitol to sign into law a bill approved by the 

Legislature on Friday that would bar COVID-related lawsuits against businesses that have made 

good-faith efforts to comply with guidelines meant to stop the spread of the virus. 

Florida Begins Vaccine Eligibility Rollout for Ages 40 and Older 
Monday 

Adult residents across the state of Florida are one step closer to being fully eligible to get the sought 
after COVID-19 vaccine after Monday. 

https://www.nbcmiami.com/news/local/florida-vaccine-updates-gov-forbids-vaccine-passports-states-variant-cases-rising/2416989/ 	 2/5 
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Thursday. 

Floridians ages 16 and older will be eligible starting April 5th as well, but anyone ages 16 and 17 will 

need signed permission from their parents or guardians. 

Miami-Dade College Site Now Staying Open Through May 

The site, located at the school's North Campus at 11380 Northwest 27th Avenue, will now be staying 

open until May 26th after originally being scheduled to close on April 28th. 

The site is also expected to administer 3,000 first doses of the Pfizer vaccine per day along with the 

other federally supported sites in Tampa, Orlando and Jacksonville. 

Florida's COVID-19 Variant Cases Continue to Rise as State Has 
Most in US: CDC 

Florida's COVID-19 variant cases continue to rise as the state leads the nation in the number of cases 

caused by variants, according to the latest report from the Centers for Disease Control. 

CDC figures released Sunday showed 2,274 cases of the U.K. variant B.1.1.7 in Florida, along with 42 

cases of the Brazil variant P.1 and 14 cases of the South Africa variant B.1.351. 

The next closest state to Florida, Michigan, has 1,242 variant cases reported, according to the CDC. 

This article tagged under: 

CORONAVIRUS PANDEMIC • FLORIDA • MIAMI-DADE • BROWARD • VACCINE 

Weather Forecast 
MIAMI, FL 

https://www.nbcmiami.com/news/local/florida-vaccine-updates-gov-forbids-vaccine-passports-states-variant-cases-rising/2416989/ 	 3/5 
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3/31/2021 	 How many South Florida, Treasure Coast residents have received COVID-19 vaccine? 
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Quick links... N• 

NEWS > LOCAL NEWS > CORONAVIRUS 

How many South Florida, 
Treasure Coast residents have 
received COVID-19 vaccine? 
WPTV takes in-depth look at data from Florida 
Department of Health, U.S. Census Bureau 

In less than a week, the COVID-19 vaccine will be fair game to all Floridians who are 18 and older, as well as teens who are 16 
and 17 and receiving the Pfizer shot. 

https://www.wptv.com/coronavirus/how-many-south-florida-treasure-coast-residents-have-received-covid-19-vaccine 	 1/6 



3/31/2021 	 How many South Florida, Treasure Coast residents have received COVID-19 vaccine? 

WPTV 

In less than a week, the COVID-19 vaccine will be fair game to all 
Floridians who are i8 and older, as well as teens who are 16 and 17 and 
receiving the Pfizer shot. 

WPTV senior reporter Michelle Quesada on Tuesday took an in-depth look at 
data from the Florida Department of Health and U.S. Census Bureau to see 
how many people have already been vaccinated in our local counties. 

TOTAL VACCINATIONS: 

• Palm Beach County: 419,324 (28% of population) 
• St. Lucie County: 77,435 (24% of population) 
• Indian River County: 58,051 (42% of population) 
• Martin County: 52,524 (33% of population) 
• Okeechobee County 7,547 (18% of population) 

Senior citizens ages 65 and older overwhelmingly represent the majority of 
Florida residents who have been vaccinated, as they have been eligible since 
late December. 

65 AND OLDER VACCINATIONS: 

• Palm Beach County: 270,372 (64% of total people vaccinated) 
• St. Lucie County: 53,059 (69% of total people vaccinated) 
• Indian River County: 44,276 (76% of total people vaccinated) 
• Martin County: 38,574 (74% of total people vaccinated) 
• Okeechobee County: 5,368 (71% of total people vaccinated) 

Florida Gov. Ron DeSantis has been steadily lowering the age of eligibility over 
the last few weeks. Currently, all Floridians 40 and older can receive the 
vaccine. Here is a breakdown of the vaccination numbers for the 16 to 64 age 
range. 

https://www.wptv.com/coronavirus/how-many-south-florida-treasure-coast-residents-have-received-covid-19-vaccine 	 2/6 



3/31/2021 	 How many South Florida, Treasure Coast residents have received COVID-19 vaccine? 

WPTV 

• Palm Beach County: 148,952 (35% of total people vaccinated) 
• St. Lucie County: 24,376 (31% of total people vaccinated) 
• Martin County: 13,95o (26% of total people vaccinated) 
• Indian River County: 13,775 (24% of total people vaccinated) 
• Okeechobee County: 2,179 (29% of total people vaccinated) 

"If we all get vaccinated, it will help move everything along quickly," said 
Greenacres resident Kevin Shore. 

Shore works in the corporate event planning industry, which came to a 
standstill in March of 2020. 

"It could be multiple events per month. I generally would travel about 15o to 
200 days out of the year all around the country. Las Vegas, Orlando, Miami, 
certainly large convention hubs," Shore said. 

Shore is in the 5o and older age group and already received his first COVID-19 
vaccine. 

He feels that getting the event industry up and running again will depend 
heavily on the younger age groups getting vaccinated. 

"I would say certainly 3o and older would be a great time. That encompasses a 
lot of Fortune 50o companies, sales force, pharmaceutical industry, 
technology," Shore said. 

Right now in Palm Beach County, people 25 to 44 years of age make up only 
8% of the total number of people vaccinated so far. Residents 45 to 54 make up 
8.5%. 

Come April 5, when all Floridians 18 and older will be eligible, those 
percentages will certainly start to increase. 

https://www.wptv.com/coronavirus/how-many-south-florida-treasure-coast-residents-have-received-covid-19-vaccine 	 3/6 
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WPTV 

"There's already been rumblings in my industry to book events towards Q3 
and Q4, so hopefully that's a good sign," Shore said. 

To see the latest vaccination numbers from the Florida Department of Health, 
click here. 

Floridians are encouraged to pre-register for the vaccine on a state-operated 
website by clicking here. You'll then be contacted when a vaccine 
appointment is available in your area. 

You can currently receive the COVID-19 vaccine in Florida at Publix, CVS, 
Walgreens, Walmart, Sam's Club, and Winn-Dixie pharmacies, as well as at 
county and state-run sites and federally-operated vaccination locations in 
Miami, Orlando, Tampa, and Jacksonville. 

Publix is currently booking appointments every Monday, Wednesday, and 
Friday starting at 7 a.m. To book a COVID-19 vaccine appointment at Publix, 
click here. 

Appointments at CVS, Walgreens, Walmart, Sam's Club, and Winn-Dixie can 
be made at any time. 

To make an appointment at CVS, click here. 

To make an appointment at Walgreens, click here. 

To make an appointment at Walmart and Sam's Club, click here. 

To make an appointment at Winn Dixie, click here. 

The four federally-operated vaccination sites do not require an appointment. 
The closest in South Florida is at Miami-Dade College's North Campus, located 
at 11380 Northwest 27th Avenue in Miami. For more information about the 

https://www.wptv.com/coronavirus/how-many-south-florida-treasure-coast-residents-have-received-covid-19-vaccine 	 4/6 
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Q 

NEWS 

How many local residents have received COVID-19 vaccine? 

March 30, 2021 at 12:55 PM EDT - Updated March 30 at 1:56 PM 

In less than a week, the COVID-19 vaccine will be fair game to all Floridians who are 18 and 
older, as well as teens who are 16 and 17 and receiving the Pfizer shot. 

WPTV senior reporter Michelle Ouesada on Tuesday took an in-depth look at data from the 
Florida Department of Health and U.S. Census Bureau to see how many people have already been 
vaccinated in our local counties. 

TOTAL VACCINATIONS: 

• Palm Beach County: 419,324 (28% of population) 
• St. Lucie County: 77,435 (24% of population) 
• Indian River County: 58,051 (42% of population) 
• Martin County: 52,524 (33% of population) 
• Okeechobee County 7,547 (18% of population) 

Senior citizens ages 65 and older overwhelmingly represent the majority of Florida residents 
who have been vaccinated, as they have been eligible since late December. 

https://www.wflx.com/2021 /03/30/how-m  a ny-local-resi d e nts-have-rece ived-covi d-vacci ne/ 	 1/7 
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65 AND OLDER VACCINATIONS: 

• Palm Beach County: 270,372 (64% of total people vaccinated) 
• St. Lucie County: 53,059 (69% of total people vaccinated) 
• Indian River County: 44,276 (76% of total people vaccinated) 
• Martin County: 38,574 (74% of total people vaccinated) 
• Okeechobee County: 5,368 (71% of total people vaccinated) 

Florida Gov. Ron DeSantis has been steadily lowering the age of eligibility over the last few 
weeks. Currently, all Floridians 40 and older can receive the vaccine. Here is a breakdown of the 
vaccination numbers for the 16 to 64 age range. 

16 TO 64 VACCINATIONS: 

• Palm Beach County: 148,952 (35% of total people vaccinated) 
• St. Lucie County: 24,376 (31% of total people vaccinated) 
• Martin County: 13,950 (26% of total people vaccinated) 
• Indian River County: 13,775 (24% of total people vaccinated) 
• Okeechobee County: 2,179 (29% of total people vaccinated) 

"If we all get vaccinated, it will help move everything along quickly," said Greenacres resident 
Kevin Shore. 

Shore works in the corporate event planning industry, which came to a standstill in March of 
2020. 

"It could be multiple events per month. I generally would travel about 150 to 200 days out of the 
year all around the country. Las Vegas, Orlando, Miami, certainly large convention hubs," Shore 
said. 

Shore is in the 50 and older age group and already received his first COVID-19 vaccine. 

He feels that getting the event industry up and running again will depend heavily on the 
younger age groups getting vaccinated. 

"I would say certainly 30 and older would be a great time. That encompasses a lot of Fortune 500 
companies, sales force, pharmaceutical industry, technology," Shore said. 

https://www.wflx.com/2021/03/30/h  ow-ma ny-local-resid ents-have-rece ived-covi d-vacci ne/ 	 2/7 
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Right now in Palm Beach County, people 25 to 44 years of age make up only 8% of the total 
number of people vaccinated so far. Residents 45 to 54 make up 8.5%. 

Come April 5, when all Floridians 18 and older will be eligible, those percentages will certainly 
start to increase. 

"There's already been rumblings in my industry to book events towards 03 and 04, so hopefully 
that's a good sign," Shore said. 

To see the latest vaccination numbers from the Florida Department of Health, click here. 

Floridians are encouraged to pre-register for the vaccine on a state-operated website by clicking 
here. You'll then be contacted when a vaccine appointment is available in your area. 

You can currently receive the COVID-19 vaccine in Florida at Publix, CVS, Walgreens, Walmart, 
Sam's Club, and Winn-Dixie pharmacies, as well as at county and state-run sites and federally- 
operated vaccination locations in Miami, Orlando, Tampa, and Jacksonville. 

Publix is currently booking appointments every Monday, Wednesday, and Friday starting at 7 
a.m. To book a COVID-19 vaccine appointment at Publix, click here. 

Appointments at CVS, Walgreens, Walmart, Sam's Club, and Winn-Dixie can be made at any 
time. 

To make an appointment at CVS, click here. 

To make an appointment at Walgreens, click here. 

To make an appointment at Walmart and Sam's Club, click here. 

To make an appointment at Winn Dixie, click here. 

The four federally-operated vaccination sites do not require an appointment. The closest in 
South Florida is at Miami-Dade College's North Campus, located at 11380 Northwest 27th 
Avenue in Miami. For more information about the federal vaccination sites, as well as additional 
state-run sites in our area, click here. 

https://www.wflx.com/2021/03/30/how-many-local-residents-have-received-covid-vaccine/ 	 3/7 



3/29/2021 	More South Floridians get vaccinated as Doral Legacy Park distributes doses by appointment only — WSVN 7Newsj Miami News, Weath... 

SHARE 	 MARCH 26, 2021 

More South Floridians get vaccinated 
as Doral Legacy Park distributes 
doses by appointment only 

Elitsa Bizios I Marisela Burgos 

DORAL, FLA. (WSVN) - More South Floridians are getting their shot at prevention ahead of 
another drop in age eligibility to get a COVID-19 vaccine. 

On Friday morning, Florida residents headed to Doral Legacy Park to get their vaccine. About 500 
people made appointments to get vaccinated at the site, including Natalia Brabo, who brought 
her aunt to get vaccinated. 

"Knowing that my family can get vaccinated, it's just such a peace of mind," she said. 

Appointments are necessary to get vaccinated at Doral Legacy Park. 

Cameras also captured state residents waiting in line to get vaccinated at the Miami-Dade 
College North Campus mass vaccination site. No appointment is necessary at the Federal 
Emergency Management Agency-supported site. 

Vanessa Jimenez stopped by the site for her second Pfizer vaccine dose. 

"I think it's wonderful," she said. "I think it's the best thing that could happen. Even though you're 
vaccinated, you still have to continue caring because of all the different strands that COVID has." 

https://wsvn.com/news/local/more-south-floridians-get-vaccinated-as-doral-legacy-park-distributes-doses-by-appointment-only/ 	 1/2 
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On Monday, the eligibility requirement for  getting the vaccine will drop from 50 to 40. 

"Starting Monday, those 40 and up will be able to access vaccines, and then, the following 
Monday, after Easter, it will be 18 and up," said Florida Lt. Gov. Jeanette Nunez at the Doral site. 

Friday afternoon, Florida Gov. Ron DeSantis announced teenagers 16 and over will be allowed to 
get the Pfizer vaccine starting April 5. Lines are expected to get longer as the age requirement 
continues to be lowered. 

The expanded availability comes as Nunez said roughly 71% of seniors in the state have been 
vaccinated, and there has been an increase in the supply of vaccine. 

"We received roughly 63,000 additional Pfizer vaccines," she said. "The prior week we had gotten 
zero Johnson & Johnson, and so this week, I believe we received upwards of 25,000 Johnson & 
Johnson vaccines.' 

"We're going to be at 3.5 million seniors soon that have gotten shots: said DeSantis. "On Tuesday, 
we did 133,000 initial doses, that's J & J or the first dose of Pfizer and Moderna, and that's not 
even fully reported yet." 

Meanwhile, federal leaders in Washington have noticed progress across the U.S. 

"I think states across the country have done a good job of prioritizing the most vulnerable, and I 
think that being at 71% of individuals 65 years and older across the country having received at 
least their first shot is real progress," White House Coronavirus Response Coordinator Jeff Sientz 
said. "About 45% of those seniors are fully vaccinated." 

For more information about vaccination sites in Florida, click here. 

If you would like to pre-register for a vaccine at FEMA-supported sites in Florida, click here. 

Anyone with questions and concerns about the coronavirus can call the Florida Department of 
Health's 24-hour hotline at 1-866-779-6121. 

Copyright 2021 Sunbeam Television Corp. All rights reserved. This material may not be 
published, broadcast, rewritten or redistributed. 
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CORONAVIRUS PANDEMIC 

Florida Vaccine Updates: Publix Cancels Wednesday's Scheduling 
Opportunity, Gov. Forbids 'Vaccine Passports' 

Here's what we know today about the coronavirus outbreak in Florida, and the effort to stop it 

By NBC 6 • Published March 30, 2021 • Updated on March 30, 2021 at 10:50 pm 

As the vaccine rollout in Florida ramps up, more... Read more 

As a supply of the coronavirus vaccine has become available across Florida, residents are 
understandably anxious to know when they will be able to stand in line for a dose. 

https://www.nbcmiami.com/news/local/florida-vaccine-updates-publix-cancels-wednesdays-scheduling-oPPortunitY-gov-forbids-vaccine-passPorts/2416... 1/5 
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Download our mobile app for iOS or Android to get alerts 
for local breaking news and weather. 

More Vaccine News 

MAR 29 

MLB to Relax Virus Protocols When 85% on Field Vaccinated 

MAR 29 

Vaccine Sites Within 5 Miles of Most Americans Coming by April 19,... 

Here's what we know today about the coronavirus outbreak in Florida, and the effort to stop it. 

2 Pop-Up Sites in South Florida Will Administer 400 COVID-19 
Shots 
Two pop-up sites in South Florida will be administering 400 Johnson & Johnson vaccines 
Wednesday. 

The sites are at 8500 Collins Avenue in Miami Beach and 27401 SW New York Avenue in Homestead. 

The sites will open at 8 a.m. until doses run out. 

Publix Cancels Wednesday's COVID-19 Vaccination Scheduling 
Opportunity in Florida 
Publix Pharmacy will not have appointments during Easter weekend, so it is canceling its Wednesday 
scheduling opportunity. The online reservation system will reopen Friday, April 2nd, as usual for 
appointments for the Moderna COVID-19 vaccine. 

Appointments to receive second doses are not impacted by this change. 
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Florida Governor to Forbid 'Vaccine Passports' With Executive 
Order 
Florida Gov. Ron DeSantis said Monday that he would issue an executive order forbidding local 
governments and businesses from requiring so-called "vaccine passports" to show proof that 
customers have been inoculated against the coronavirus. 

He made the announcement on a day when more Floridians would become eligible for vaccination 
and during a ceremony he convened at the state Capitol to sign into law a bill approved by the 
Legislature on Friday that would bar COVID-related lawsuits against businesses that have made 
good-faith efforts to comply with guidelines meant to stop the spread of the virus. 

Florida Begins Vaccine Eligibility Rollout for Ages 40 and Older 
Monday 
Adult residents across the state of Florida are one step closer to being fully eligible to get the sought 

after COVID-19 vaccine after Monday. 

Residents ages 40 and older are now eligible to get the vaccine at all locations in the Sunshine State 
before all residents 18 and older will be eligible starting April 5th, Gov. Ron DeSantis announced last 

Thursday. 

Floridians ages 16 and older will be eligible starting April 5th as well, but anyone ages 16 and 17 will 

need signed permission from their parents or guardians. 

Miami-Dade College Site Now Staying Open Through May 
The site, located at the school's North Campus at 11380 Northwest 27th Avenue, will now be staying 
open until May 26th after originally being scheduled to close on April 28th. 
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Florida's COVID-19 Variant Cases Continue to Rise as State Has 
Most in US: CDC 
Florida's COVID-19 variant cases continue to rise as the state leads the nation in the number of cases 

caused by variants, according to the latest report from the Centers for Disease Control. 

CDC figures released Sunday showed 2,274 cases of the U.K. variant B.1.1.7 in Florida, along with 42 

cases of the Brazil variant P.1 and 14 cases of the South Africa variant B.1.351. 

The next closest state to Florida, Michigan, has 1,242 variant cases reported, according to the CDC. 

This article tagged under: 

CORONAVIRUS PANDEMIC • FLORIDA • MIAMI-DADE • BROWARD • VACCINE 

Weather Forecast 
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Nora Sandigo, an immigration advocate, works from home in South Miami-Dade on March 24. This is the immigration system's 
version of a 911 call center, where emergencies are being called in left and right,' Sandigo said. 

South Florida Angel M m' 
tries to reunite migrant families 

■ In recent weeks, desperate Central American parents have 
sent their unaccompanied children in droves to the 
U.S.-Mexico border. 

BY MONIQUE 0. MADAN 
mmadan@miamiherald.com  

Each of Nora Sandigo's six 
phones has a different ring-
tone so she can keep track of 
which one is buzzing. 

In less than two minutes, 
nine calls come in. On the 
other end: desperate im-
migrant parents trying to 
locate their children in the 
U.S. immigration detention 
system. 

Confusion. Anxiety. Agony 
fills the makeshift call center  

set up in Sandigo's living 
room in South Miami-Dade. 

"Help me find my baby," 
wailed one mother. Cried 
another: "My son has been 
transferred again and 'I don't 
know where he is." 

Patiently, Sandigo, a dis-
patcher of sorts, takes a deep 
breath and adds their in-
formation to a growing list on 
one of her iPhones. Once 
again she has no time to chow  

down a snack as the mayhem 
heightens. 

This particular week, it was 
500 calls. The previous week, 
it was another 400. 

"This is the immigration 
system's version of a 911 call 
center, where emergencies 
are being called in left and 
right," Sandigo said. 

When a call comes in, 
Sandigo dispatches pro bono 
attorneys and volunteer ad- 

vocates to help locate-  chil-
dren. 

In recent weeks, desperate 
Central American parents 
have sent their unaccompa-
nied children to the United 
States in droves, swelling the 
southern border. Under Presi-
dent Joe Biden, many hoped 
their kids would be received 
with open arms — a mis-
conception stemmin from 
Biden's promise to humanize 
the country's immigration 
policies. Instead, they are 

SEE SANDIGO, 6A 
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being sent to influx cen-
ters until officials can 
reunite them with their 
parents or a vetted spon-
sor, a process that can take 
months. 

The surge is testing 
Biden's resolve to control 
the influx while trying to 
veer away from former 
President Donald Trump's 
hard-line immigration 
policies and avoid the sort 
of calamity seen three 
years ago when immigra-
tion officials separated 
children from parents as 
part of a "zero tolerance" 
approach. Many parents 
were criminally prosecuted 
and eventually deported, 
and lawyers have said they 
have been unable to locate 
hundreds of them. 

More than 11,000 un-
accompanied minors were 
detained from Feb. 28 to 
March 20, according to 
U.S. Customs and Border 
Patrol. Nearly 9,300 un-
accompanied children 
were apprehended in Feb-
ruary, up from 5,600 in 
January. 

To date, there are 
11,900 children in the 
custody of the Department 
of Health and Human 
Services and another 5,150 
in Customs and Border 
Patrol custody, according 
to the March 25 figures 
released Thursday evening 
by DHS. 

In more than 80% of 
cases, the child has a fam-
ily member in the United 
States. In more than 40% 
of cases, that family mem-
ber is a parent or legal 
guardian, HHS officials 
say. 

"The volume of calls 
that I'm getting is reminis-
cent of Trump's first year 
in office — if not more, a 
lot more," Sandigo said. 

NEW ADMINISTRATION 
WRESTLES WITH 
UNDOING TRUMP'S 
POLICIES 

The newest crisis at the 
U.S.-Mexico border comes 
at a time when Central 
Americans from El Salva-
dor, Guatemala and Hon-
duras — known as North-
ern Triangle countries —
have been pummeled by 
the coronavirus outbreak, 
a severe economic con-
traction and the busiest 
hurricane season on re-
cord. Even before the 
pandemic, high levels of 
violence, unemployment 
and endemic poverty led 
many to try the risky jour-
ney to the United States. 

Upon taking office, 
Biden signed a raft of 
executive orders aiming to 
undo strict immigration 
guidelines implemented 
by the previous adminis-
tration. He also put for-
ward a proposal to offer a 
pathway to citizenship for 
an estimated 11 million 
undocumented immi-
grants, calling on Congress 
to get behind him. And he 
immediately called for the 
creation of a task force to 
reunite families previously 
separated at the border. 

For some families, those 
were signs that now was 
the time to come. 

"Based on my calls with 
families, they had an erred 
perception that the bor-
ders are open because 
Biden was elected," Sand-
igo said. "And although 
my team will do anything 
to help children reunite 
with their families, it's 
imperative that parents 
don't set their kids on this 
dangerous journey across 
borders that can lead to 
rape, trafficking, death. 
It's not worth their life." 

Graciela said she was 
convinced that under 
Biden, she'd finally be able 
to reunite with her daugh-
ters, ages 9 and 4. She left 
Mexico two years ago 
fleeing gang violence and 
eventually made it to Ne-
braska. Earlier this year, 
she arranged for her moth-
er to bring her daughters 
across the border at the 
Rio Grande. They were 
stopped and separated 
from their grandmother, 
she said, and for the last 
month and a half, their 
exact whereabouts have 
been unknown. 

"We thought it would be 
a different process, not a 
process of separation," she 
said during a video in-
terview. She asked that her 
last name not be used, 
fearful of speaking out as 
an undocumented im-
migrant, and held a photo 
of her young daughters 
hugging each other and 
smiling. "I never thought 
they would rip them away 
from their own grand-
mother." 

She said the girls call 
her, crying. 

"They don't know where 
they are and officials 
won't tell me," she said. 
"My little one has major 
anxiety and finds refuge in 
her stuffed fuchsia octopus 
but Border Patrol threw it 
away." 

Graciela is currently 
working with a pro bono 
immigration attorney 
Sandigo put her in touch 
with. 

Homeland Security 
Secretary Alejandro May-
orkas recently said at-
tempted border crossings 
are on pace to reach their 
highest levels in 20 years, 
and that any and all adults 
will be deported. Many are 
being sent back under 
Title 42, a public health 
measure invoked by the 
Trump administration 
during the pandemic that 
remains in effect. But 

unaccompanied child 
arrivals have also been 
climbing, with hundreds 
showing up at the southern 
border daily, and their 
cases are trickier. On 
Thursday, 681 were appre-
hended. 

According to U.S. law, 
even when children arrive 
with an older sibling, 
grandparent or other adult 
relative, they must be 
separated and placed in 
the care of the Office of 
Refugee Resettlement 
until officials can connect 
them with their biological 
parents or a vetted sponsor 
in the U.S. This procedure,, 
a decades-long corner- 
stone of immigration law, 

is designed to protect 
underage children from 
being trafficked. 

Denise Fernandez, an 
18-year-old migrant from 
Mexico, crossed into the 
United States in late Jan-
uary with her two younger 
sisters, ages 3 and 5. She 
said she was apprehended 
moments after arriving, 
telling authorities she was 
seeking asylum because 
she had been raped and 
feared for her safety. 

Authorities deported 
Fernandez and took her 
sisters into custody. After 
almost two months with-
out news, the family found 
out late Wednesday, after 
contacting Sandigo, that 
the girls are in a New York 
shelter. 

"I'm back where I start-
ed at the hands of my 
abuser -- but now, with 
zero family," Fernandez 
said. 

In response to the up-
tick, HHS has announced 
the opening of six new 
detention centers to tem-
porarily house unaccompa-
nied migrant children. 



Sandigo sees herself as 
filling a gap in a social 
safety net that does little 
to help families, many 
living in South Florida, 
that federal agents could 
potentially break apart at 
any time. She is currently 
the legal guardian of more 
than 1,000 children. 

"Many would call my 
role burdensome, but I see 
it as my calling," Sandigo 
said. 

Over half of Sandigo's 
migrant children live in 
the Miami area, she says, 
with the rest scattered 
across other states. They 
still live with their parents, 
relatives or the friends of 
parents, sometimes also 
undocumented immi-
grants — although Sandigo 

Obtained by the Miami Herald 	said she has temporarily  
Graciela's two migrant children — ages 9 and 4 -- 	housed some of them are in 	since she began taking in the custody of U.S. Health and Human Services. migrant children in 2006. - 
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Nora Sandigo says based on my calls with families they 
had an erred perception that the borders are open.' 

Officials have said addi-
tional capacity is urgently 
needed to manage CO-
VID-19 mitigation strate-
gies and the increasing 
number of unaccompanied 
children referrals from the 
Department of Homeland 
Security. 

So far the five centers 
are in Texas, with the sixth 
in San Diego, California. 
During a briefing Tuesday, 
Pentagon spokesman John 
Kirby told reporters that 
HHS submitted a formal 
request to use Joint Base 
San Antonio and Fort Bliss 
as temporary housing for 
migrant children. 

In February, two DHS 
officials told the Miami 
Herald that authorities 
planned to reopen the 
polemical Homestead 
detention center in South 
Miami-Dade. After nation-
al pushback, the Biden 
administration said it has 
not made a decision on 
whether the center for 
migrant teens will reopen, 
leaving the facility's fate in 
limbo. 

"This Administration's 
goal is to move unaccom-
panied minors who arrive 
at our borders out of DHS 
custody and into HHS 
facilities, and ultimately 
place them with vetted 
family members, or spon-
sors as quickly and safely 
as possible," HHS said in a 
statement Thursday. 

PARENTS FEAR THEIR 
CHILDREN WILL BE 
LOST 

When Sandigo looks at 
an unaccompanied minor, 
she sees her own reflec-
tion, she said. 

Sandigo immigrated to 
the U.S. at 15 from Nic-
aragua in 1988, arriving 
alone, on a plane, fleeing 
her country's civil war. 
Ten years passed before 
her mother was able to 
join her in Florida. By 
then, her father was dead. 

A year later, she began 
volunteering ;with im-
migrant advocate organi-
zations like Church World 
Service and American 
Fraternity to help refugees 
and asylum seekers. 

"Every time a girl finds 
her parents it's like a flash-
back of what I always 
yearned for," she said. "I 
had to leave everything.... 
Though I came on a plane, 
thenostalgia, the solitude, 
the hope, to have a mother 
or father there with me is 
the same. That feeling 
doesn't change." 

In Homestead, Sand-
igo's house has long been 
known as a refuge for 
those on the margins of 
the immigration system. 

Over the years, the 55-  

year-old woman has be-
come the legal guardian of 
thousands of migrant 
children, operating under 
a gray zone of family and 
immigration law. Parents 
fearing deportation sign 
power of attorney docu-
ments over to her, making 
her an emergency backup 
if things go awry. These 
forms don't confer full 
legal guardianship or pa-
rental rights, but offer 
children an advocate in 
case one or both parents 
re eta ned by immigra-

tion authorities. 

Sandigo owns two small 
businesses and has two 
teenagers of her own. But 
she devotes much of each 
day to her growing extend-
ed family, buying them 
everything from food to 
computers and holding 
biweekly parties at her 
small West Perrine farm. 
In 2019, a film called "The 
Great Mother," chron-
icling her story, debuted at 
the Miami Film Festival. 

Amid the flurry of five 
calls, a family of eight 
made an unannounced 
stop at Sandigo's home for 
non-perishable goods on 
Wednesday afternoon. As 
she continued speaking 
with families looking for 
children on the phone, she 
simultaneously packaged 
up Frosted Flakes, pasta, 
milk, and canned goods 
with two volunteers. 

"Thank you, angel 
mom," one woman said. 

With a phone on each 
ear, she hugged two of 
"her children." 

"I won't stop until the 
sobs stop," Sandigo said. 
"And who knows when 
that will be." 

Monique 0. Madan: 
305-376-2108, 
@MoniqueOMadan 
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South Florida 'Angel Mom' tries to reunite hundreds of migrant 
families as border numbers swell 
Monique 0. Madan Miami Herald (TNS) 
Mar 29, 2021 

MIAMI — Each of Nora Sandigo's six phones has a different ringtone, so she can keep track of 

which one is buzzing. 

In less than two minutes, nine calls come in. On the other end: desperate immigrant parents trying 

to locate their children in the U.S. immigration detention system. 

Confusion. Anxiety. Agony fills the makeshift call center set up in Sandigo's living room in South 

Miami-Dade. 

"Help me find my baby," wailed one mother. Cried another: "My son has been transferred again and 

I don't know where he is." 

Patiently, Sandigo, a dispatcher of sorts, takes a deep breath and adds their information to a 
growing list on one of her iPhones. Once again she has no time to chow down a snack as the 

mayhem heightens. 

This week it was 500 calls. Last week it was another 400. 

"This is the immigration system's version of a 911 call center, where emergencies are being called in 

left and right," Sandigo said. 

When a call comes in, Sandigo dispatches pro bono attorneys and volunteer advocates to help 

locate children. 

In recent weeks, desperate Central American parents have sent their unaccompanied children to the 

United States in droves swelling the southern border. Under President Joe Biden, many hoped their 

kids would be received with open arms — a misconception stemming from Biden's promise to 

https://kdhnews.com/news/ap/south-florida-angel-mom-tries-to-reunite-hundreds-of-migrant-families-as-border-numbers-swell/article_8f01f8fe-5c0a-5d... 1/6 



3/30/2021 	 South Florida 'Angel Mom' tries to reunite hundreds of migrant families as border numbers swell I Associated Press I kdhnews.com  

humanize the country's immigration policies. Instead, they are being sent to influx centers until 

officials can reunite them with their parents or a vetted sponsor, a process that can take months. 

The surge is testing Biden's resolve to control the influx while trying to veer away from former 

President Donald Trump's hardline immigration policies and avoid the sort of calamity seen three 

years ago, when immigration officials separated children from parents as part of a "zero tolerance" 
approach. Many parents were criminally prosecuted and eventually deported, and lawyers have said 

they have been unable to locate hundreds of them. 

More than 11,000 unaccompanied minors were detained between February 28 to March 2Q, 

according to U.S. Customs and Border Patrol. Nearly 9,300 unaccompanied children were 

apprehended in February, up from 5,600 in January. 

To date, there are 11,900 children in the custody of the Department of Health and Human Services 
and another 5,150 in Customs and Border Patrol custody, according to the March 25 figures 

released Thursday evening by DHS. 

In more than 80% of cases, the child has a family member in the United States. In more than 40% of 

cases, that family member is a parent or legal guardian, HHS officials say. 

"The volume of calls that I'm getting is reminiscent of Trump's first year in office— if not more, a lot 

more," Sandigo said. 

New administration wrestles with undoing Trump's policies 

The newest crisis at the U.S.-Mexico border comes at a time when Central Americans from El 

Salvador, Guatemala and Honduras—known as Northern Triangle countries—have been pummeled 

by the coronavirus outbreak, a severe economic contraction and the busiest hurricane season on 
record. Even before the pandemic, high levels of violence, unemployment and endemic poverty led 

many to try the risky journey to the United States. 

Upon taking office, Biden signed a raft of executive orders aiming to undo strict immigration 

guidelines implemented by the previous administration. He also put forward a proposal to offer a 

pathway to citizenship for an estimated 11 million undocumented immigrants, calling on Congress to 

get behind him. And he immediately called for the creation of a task force to reunite families 

previously separated at the border. 
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For some families, those were signs that now was the time to come. 

"Based on my calls with families, they had an erred perception that the borders are open because 

Biden was elected," Sandigo said. "And although my team will do anything to help children reunite 

with their families, it's imperative that parents don't set their kids on this dangerous journey across 

borders that can lead to rape, trafficking, death. It's not worth their life." 

Graciela said she was convinced that under Biden, she'd finally be able to reunite with her 

daughters, ages 9 and 4. She left Mexico two years ago fleeing gang violence and eventually made 

it to Nebraska. Earlier this year, she arranged for her mother to bring her daughters across the 
border at the Rio Grande. They were stopped and separated from their grandmother, she said, and 

for the last month and a half, their exact whereabouts have been unknown. 

"We thought it would be a different process, not a process of separation," she said during a video 
interview. She asked that her last name not be used, fearful of speaking out as an undocumented 
immigrant, and held a photo of her young daughters hugging each other and smiling. "I never 

thought they would rip them away from their own grandmother." 

She said the girls call her, crying. 

"They don't know where they are and officials won't tell me," she said. "My little one has major 

anxiety and finds refuge in her stuffed fuchsia octopus but border patrol threw it away." 

Graciela is currently working with a pro-bono immigration attorney Sandigo put her in touch with. 

Homeland Security Secretary Alejandro Mayorkas recently said attempted border crossings are on 

pace to reach their highest levels in 20 years, and that any and all adults will be deported. Many are 

being sent back under Title 42, a public health measure invoked by the Trump administration during 

the pandemic that remains in effect. But unaccompanied child arrivals have also been climbing, with 

hundreds showing up at the southern border daily, and their cases are trickier. On Thursday, 681 

were apprehended. 

According to U.S. law, even when children arrive with an older sibling, grandparent or other adult 

relative, they must be separated and placed in the care of the Office of Refugee Resettlement until 

officials can connect them with their biological parents or a vetted sponsor in the U.S. This 

procedure, a decades-long cornerstone of immigration law, is designed to protect underage children 

from being trafficked. 
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Denise Fernandez, an 18-year-old migrant from Mexico who crossed into the United States in late 

January with her two younger sisters, ages 3 and 5. She said was apprehended moments after 

arriving, telling authorities she was seeking asylum because she had been raped and feared for her 

safety. 

Authorities deported Fernandez and took her sisters into custody. After almost two months without 
news, the family found out late Wednesday the girls are in a New York shelter after contacting 

Sandigo. 

"I'm back where I started at the hands of my abuser— but now, with zero family," Fernandez said. 

In response to the uptick, HHS has announced the opening of six new detention centers to 
temporarily house unaccompanied migrant children. Officials have said additional capacity is 

urgently needed to manage COVID-19 mitigation strategies and the increasing number of 

unaccompanied children referrals from the Department of Homeland Security. 

So far the five centers are in Texas, with the sixth in San Diego, Calif. During a briefing Tuesday, 

Pentagon spokesman John Kirby told reporters that HHS submitted a formal request to use Joint 

Base San Antonio and Fort Bliss as temporary housing for migrant children. 

In February, two DHS officials told the Miami Herald that authorities planned to reopen the polemical 

Homestead detention center in South Miami- Dade. After national pushback, the Biden 
administration said it has not made a decision on whether the center for migrant teens will reopen, 

leaving the facility's fate in limbo. 

"This Administration's goal is to move unaccompanied minors who arrive at our borders out of DHS 
custody and into HHS facilities, and ultimately place them with vetted family members or sponsors 

as quickly and safely as possible," HHS said in a statement Thursday. 

Parents fear their children will be lost 

When Sandigo looks at an unaccompanied minor, she sees her own reflection, she said. 

Sandigo immigrated to the U.S. at 15 from Nicaragua in 1988, arriving alone, on a plane, fleeing her 

country's civil war. Ten years passed before her mother was able to join her in Florida. By then, her 

father was dead. 
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A year later, she began volunteering with immigrant advocate organizations like Church World 

Service and American Fraternity to help refugees and asylum seekers. 

"Every time a girl finds her parents it's like a flashback of what I always yearned for," she said. "I had 

to leave everything... Though I came on a plane, the nostalgia, the solitude, the hope, to have a 

mother or father there with me is the same. That feeling doesn't change." 

In Homestead, Sandigo's house has long been known as a refuge for those on the margins of the 

immigration system. 

Over the years, the 55-year-old woman has become the legal guardian of thousands of migrant 
children, operating under a gray zone of family and immigration law. Parents fearing deportation 
sign power of attorney documents over to her, making her an emergency backup if things go awry. 

These forms don't confer full legal guardianship or parental rights, but offer children an advocate in 

case one or both parents are detained by immigration authorities. 

Sandingo sees herself as filling a gap in a social safety net that does little to help families, many 

living in South Florida, that federal agents could potentially break apart at any time. She is currently 

the legal guardian of over 1,000 children. 

"Many would call my role burdensome but I see it as my calling," Sandigo said. 

Over half of Sandigo's migrant children live in the Miami area, she says, with the rest scattered 

across other states. They still live with their parents, relatives or the friends of parents, sometimes 

also undocumented immigrants — although Sandigo said she has temporarily housed some of them 

since she began taking in migrant children in 2006. 

Sandigo owns two small businesses and has two teenagers of her own. But she devotes much of 

each day to her growing extended family, buying them everything from food to computers and 

holding biweekly parties at her small West Perrine farm. In 2019, a film called "The Great Mother," 

chronicling her story, debuted at the Miami Film Festival. 

Amid the flurry of five calls, a family of eight made an unannounced stop at Sandigo's home for non-

perishable goods on Wednesday afternoon. As she continued speaking with families looking for 

children on the phone, she simultaneously packaged up Frosted Flakes, pasta, milk, and canned 

goods with two volunteers. 
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"Thank you, angel mom," one woman said. 

With a phone on each ear, she hugged two of "her children." 

"I won't stop until the sobs stop," Sandigo said. "And who knows when that will be." 

©2021 Miami Herald. Visit at miamiherald.com. Distributed by Tribune Content Agency, LLC. 

Copyright 2021 Tribune Content Agency. 
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NetilTimes 
Gabriela Garcia Makes a Splash With Her 
Debut Novel, Of Women and Salt 

DANIEL ANDRES PALUGYAI I MARCH 30, 2021 1 9:00AM 

Gabriela Garcia 
Photo by Andria Lo 

Gabriela Garcia never could have imagined that after winning the Rona Jaffe 
Foundation Writer's Award in 2018, her literary career would take off so quickly. 
But when you have Roxane Gay singing your praises on Twitter, the literary world 
is going to take notice. 

Garcia, who grew up in Miami and is now lives in California's Bay Area, worked 
for various publications — including New Times  — after graduating from Fordham 
University in 2007. But she returned to school in 2015 to earn her MFA in creative 
writing at Purdue. 



It was there, while working on her thesis, that she found a mentor in Gay. The 
resulting debut novel, Of Women and Salt, is set for worldwide release this week —
not to mention critical acclaim, including a designation as Book of the Month for 
Gay's Audacious Book Club. 
Tonight (Tuesday), Garcia will discuss her new book with Maite Morales, the 
senior program coordinator of CasaCuba at Florida International University. The 
virtual conversation, sponsored by Books & Books and the Miami Book Fair, 
begins at 7 p.m., is accessible free of charge via Crowdcast. 

Of Women and Salt follows generations of characters (and their secrets) from Cuba 
to Miami and back. The story begins in cigar factories on the island, where the 
workers roll while listening to readings of Cecilia Valdes, a classic of Cuban 
literature by Cirilo Villaverde. A Spanish translation of Victor Hugo's Les 

Miserables also drives the plot. The readings are banned. The first Cuban 
revolution unfolds. 
"I was actually in Cuba a few years ago, and I went to an exhibit at a museum, and 
they had these letters from Victor Hugo to Cuban independence fighters and 
workers during the 19th century that were on display there," Garcia tells New 
Times. "I became really interested and fascinated in that sort of dialogue between a 
writer and a political movement. So I started to look into that a little bit." 
While examining the literary inspiration for the names of cigars her family "was 
always very into and grew up around, like Montecristos and Romeo y Julietas," 
Garcia learned that "they were all written by European white men or Spanish-
descended white men in Cuba. And I was thinking about what it would be like to 
be someone like [the character] Maria Isabel in the factory. Everything she would 
hear, even about herself, was through this particular gaze. 

"And then I thought about: Is there a way to reclaim some of those words? How are 
stories passed on, how do they change, who gets to tell them? And that sort of felt 
like a good entry point into what a lot of the novel is, which is interrogating stories, 
and how they're passed down, and the stories we don't tell ourselves about 
ourselves, and the ones we do." 



Through the novel, Garcia, the daughter of a Cuban mother and a Mexican father, 
examines racism, sexism, and classism both in Cuba and in the U.S. in vivid ways 
that help readers to understand, in Garcia's poetic prose, why a Black female 
activist powerhouse like Angela Davis ultimately left the Communist Party. It's 
also the reason historian Howard Zinn insisted on telling regular people's stories —
as Garcia does so well in her debut — while skewering labels, as Zinn did in Marx 
in Soho. 
Stateside, Of Women and Salt takes the reader for a ride on Miami's Oxy Express, 
to the pain clinics where her characters Jeannette and Mario — along with lots 
drivers with out-of-state license plates — feed their opioid addictions. 
"Miami, in particular, is the place that I grew up and that I have a lot of love for," 
Garcia says, explaining why she didn't want to write a sanitized version of the city. 

Some scenes draw on Garcia's teenage years going to all-ages clubs, including a 
real-life incident involving her sister. 

"She was out drinking in South Beach with her friends, and then they were walking 
on the beach and stumbled on a body that had washed ashore," Garcia recounts. "At 
the time, they were underage and drinking, so they were like, 'Are we gonna get in 
trouble? What do we do about this?' That always stuck with me." 

In the chapter titled "Privilegio," an American expat named Nancy, who's living in 
Mexico, believes she's self-aware. "You see in the chapter that she's not," Garcia 
explains, "and I think there are many moments like this." Same goes for other 
characters, from a Cuban keen on telling tourists what they want to hear to a race-
conscious American visitor who thinks she's above it but is nevertheless open to 
letting a Black local take the blame for her own misdeed. 

"It's impossible to ever really know a place from the same perspective as someone 
who is there," Garcia sums up 

https://www.miaminewtimes.com/artilinterview-with-gabriela-garcia-author-of-of-women-and-salt-
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First Draft: A Literary Social with Gabriel Ramirez 
Wednesday, April 14 6:30 pm 
Livestreamed via Crowdcast 

A guided writing prompt with a twist. 

Because writing is thirsty work. 

Have a drink. Write a story. Have another drink. Write a better story. 

Miami Book Fair presents First Draft, a series of informal writing events that turn happy 

hours into great stories. 

You're inspired. But you're also thirsty. Bring your own drink and log in for a First Draft event 

and a guided writing prompt. Share your writing. You never know what you might knock out 

as you knock one back! 

Instructor: Gabriel Ramirez 

Theme: Finding What Speaks to Us 

Gabriel. Ramirez is a queer Afro-Latinx poet, activist, and teaching artist who has received 

fellowships from The Conversation Literary Arts Festival, Palm Beach Poetry Festival, The 

Watering Hole, and CantoMundo. He has performed on Broadway in New York at the New 



Amsterdam Theatre, United Nations, Lincoln Center, Apollo Theatre, and other venues and 

universities around the nation. Ramirez's work has been featured in the Huffington Post, 

Vibe magazine, and on Remezcla.com, as well as in Bettering American Poetry Anthology 

(Bettering Books, 2017), What Saves Us: Poems of Empathy and Outrage in the Age of Trump 

(Northwestern University Press, 2019), and The Breakbeat Poets Vol. 4: LatiNEXT 

(Haymarket Press, 2020). 
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2021 Big Read Keynote Address: Hope Jahren, 
Author of Lab Girl 
Saturday, April 17 @ 12:00 pm 
Livestreamed 

How to Access This Event: 

This is a free password-protected event. Register HERE to receive your unique password 

and access instructions. 

To participate in the chat, you must register as a user by clicking on the green "Login / 

Register" button in the top right corner. Sign up for free using your email or Facebook 

account. Click on the "Add to my watchlist" button above. 

Register HERE 

More than half a dozen Big Read communities from around the United States will join online 

for an insightful and inspiring lecture and Q&A by Hope Jahren, a scientist from rural 

Minnesota who not only knows her trees and flowers, but has some serious literary chops" 

(The Washington Post). Her award-winning, bestselling memoir Lab Girl tells the story of a 



young woman who finds friendship in odd places, battles bipolar 
NATIONAL 

	

ENDOWMENT 	disorder, perseveres through setbacks and relishes hard-earned 

-F- 

	

 

ARTS 	triumphs, and becomes a respected scientist and passionate observer 

 of the natural world. Called one of the 
BIG READ 

	

Managed by Arts Midwest 	 best books of the year by, among 
arts gov/neabigread 

others, Entertainment 

Weekly, Elle, Time, and NPR, the 

memoir "does for botany what Oliver Sacks's essays did for 

neurology, what Stephen Jay Gould's writings did for 

paleontology" (The New York Times). It's "Immediately 

engrossing and extremely readable" (The Guardian). Cheryl 

Strayed, bestselling author of the memoir Wild, describes it 

as "deeply inspiring" and award-winning author Ann Patchett 

says it "makes me wish I'd been a scientist." "From the 

prologue on, a reader itches to call out fun facts to innocents 

nearby," writes the Seattle Times. "Jahren writes with such flair that a 

to just move out of the way and quote her." 

In partnership with Academy of Lifelong Learning at Lincoln Land Community College; 

Chillicothe Public Library; Maryland Public Television; Morton Public Library District; One 

Book One Valley (Eagle County, Colorado); and Orange County Library System. 

reviewer is tempted 



Lab Girl Reader Resources Downloadable PDF 

2021 Big Read Additional Resources PDF 

Author Bio: Hope Jahren is an award-winning scientist who has been pursuing independent 

research in paleobiology since 1996, when she completed her PhD at University of California 

Berkeley and began teaching and researching first at the Georgia Institute of Technology 

and then at Johns Hopkins University. Her best-selling books The Story of More and Lab 

Girl are favorites of curious readers. She is the recipient of three Fulbright Awards and is 

one of four scientists, and the only woman, to have been awarded both of the Young 

Investigator Medals given within the Earth Sciences. She was a tenured professor at the 

University of Hawaii in Honolulu from 2008 to 2016, where she built the Isotope Geobiology 



Laboratories, with support from National Science Foundation, the Department of Energy and 

the National Institutes of Health. She currently holds the J. Tuzo Wilson professorship at the 

University of Oslo, Norway. 

Join the 2021 Big Read 
Miami Book Fair will give away copies of Lab Girl throughout the months of March and April. 

Join our live, online, Big Read events on MiamiBookFairOnline.com, follow us on Facebook, 

Instagram, and Twitter, and sign up for our newsletter. To request a free copy of Lab Girl, 

please submit the form here: 

https://mdc.formstack.com/forms/big_read_miami_free_book_request  
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Meghan Crawley Maya Dombey 	Ansley Campbell" 

Sheldon Anderson Jesus Socorro 	Lauren K. Whaley 

TODAY'S NEWS 
	WEEK OF THURSDAY, MARCH 25, 2021 

	
MIAMI TODAY 13 

Miami Cancer Institute 
adds oncologic surgeon 

Head and neck oncologic sur-
geon Meghan Crawley has joined 
Baptist Health's Miami Cancer 
Institute. 

Ms. Crawley specializes in head 
and neck surgery and reconstruc-
tion. Previously, she completed 
a fellowship in head and neck 
oncology and microvascular re-
constructive surgery at Cleveland 
Clinic Foundation. 

Ms. Crawley received a 
medical degree from Univer-
sity at Buffalo Jacobs School 
of Medicine and Biomedical 
Sciences. She completed a resi-
dency in head and neck surgery 
at Thomas Jefferson University 
Hospital. 

Kluger, Kaplan 
adds associate 

Kluger, Kaplan, Silverman, 
Katzen & Levine has added 
Maia Dombey as an associate. 

Previously, Ms. Dombey 
worked as a law clerk at a bou-
tique litigation firm in Miami. 
She graduated cum laude from 
the University of Miami School 
of Law and received a B.A. in 
journalism and political science 
from New York University. 

Cultivate PR 
names president 

Cultivate PR a Sissy DeMaria + 
Campbell + Acker Agency has ap-
pointedAnsleyCampbellpresident 
and partner 

Ms. Campbell has managed 
public relations, experiential mar-
keting, events and partnerships. 
She received a bachelor of business 
administration degree in marketing 
from SouthernMethodistUniversity. 

Grove Bank & Trust 
names chairman/CEO 

Sheldon T. Anderson has been 
named chairman and CEO ofGrove 
Bank & Trust after serving as a 
member of the board of directors 
for the`past five years. 

Mr. Anderson is the retired 
president and CEO of the South-
east Region for the Northern Trust 
Co. He also worked at Southeast 
Bank as senior vice president of  

corporate banking 
Mr. Anderson sits on the Board 

of Trustees of Baptist Health South 
Florida andthe BoardofDirectors of 
United Way ofMiami-Dade County, 
U.S. Stem Cell Inc., Miami Dade 
CollegeFoundation,theNewWorld 
Symphony, The Miami Foundation 
and the Beacon Council. 

NACD Florida Chapter 
adds to board 

The NACD Florida Chapter has 
added Jesus Socorro to its board. 

Mr. Socorro is BDO USA LLP 
Southeast's managing partner 
in the risk advisory services 
practice. He holds an MBA from 
Northwestern University Kellogg 
School of Management and an 
undergraduate degree in account-
ing from Florida International 
University. 

Miami attorney's 
office adds litigator 

City of Miami Office of the 
City Attorney has added litigator 
Lauren Kain Whaley. 

Mrs. Kain Whaley will serve in 
the litigation and appeals division. 
She received a juris doctorate from 
George Washington University 
Law School and a bachelor of 
arts from Vanderbilt University. 
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Newsletter Ad Network Debuts In South 
Florida, Set To Roll Out Nationally 
by Ray Schultz (/publications/author/6389/ray-schultz/) , Yesterday 

An ad network designed to help media buyers match their brands with email newsletters 
has been launched by software-as-a-service platform Letterhead. 

The service, the Letterhead Ad Network, is debuting in South Florida and will soon roll out 
nationally. It now reaches more than 176,000 readers in the area. 

Created by WhereBy.us, Letterhead specializes in helping creators, writers, publishers and 
marketers build email newsletters and communities. 

Publishers can choose from such pre-built, tested ad types as sponsorships, banners, 
native content and listings. Or, they can build their own format with links, images, GIFs and 
emojis. 

The South Florida roster includes such e-letters as: 

Refresh Miami (https://www.refreshmiami.com/),  focusing on the Miami tech scene 

Choose 954 (https://www.choose954.com/),  on culture and community in Broward 
County 

O Cinema South Beach (https://www.o-cinema.org/venue/virtual-cinema/),  delivering 
news from the nonprofit art house cinema. 

The content featured in these newsletters is "authentic, engaging and representative of our 
community," states Ana Mantica, direct of communications and digital engagement for the 
Miami Dade College Foundation. 

Letterhead is now looking for additional newsletter partners in the area. 

Whereby.us, which has built similar communities in Seattle, Portland, Orlando and 
Pittsburgh, says it has had to solve the challenges faced by all content creators, including 
tech, workflows, strategy and best practices. 

"We set out to do something new in local journalism, and are glad to be able to share the 
love, growth and revenue with other South Florida journalists," states Whereby.us  
(http://whereby.us/)  founder and CEO Christopher Sopher. 

Privacy - Terms 

https://www.med  iapost.com/pu  bl ications/a rticle/361881/n ewsletter-ad-n etwork-deb uts-i n-south-florid a-set. html 	 1/3 



3/31/2021 	 Philanthropy Impact - Key Biscayne Magazine 

PEOPLE 

PHILANTHROPY IMPACT 
Toby & Bill Rohrer have dedicated their time, talent and treasure to causes they 
passionately believe in — and their efforts have not only changed countless lives, they've 
also inspired others to make a difference with their own contributions. 

Words by Jorge Arauz I Photos by Josue Acosta I March 30, 2021 I People 

Bill & Toby Rohrer are amongst the most inspiring Key Biscayne residents you will ever meet. The 

couple has lived on the island since 1992; Bill arrived just before Hurricane Andrew, and Toby shortly 

thereafter. In both cases, job opportunities brought us here independently of one another," they say. 

"We had briefly met in NYC and neither of us knew many people in Miami but through mutual friends, 

we became re-acquainted." And so it came that in 1995, the couple married at St. Christopher's Church, 

with Father Bob Libby, who recently passed away, officiating the wedding and becoming a close friend 

of the newlyweds. Today, Bill is a leading Tax Attorney, focusing primarily on international (cross-

border) tax issues for HNWI and foreign funds investing in the U.S.; and Toby is a Property Manager for 

Innrrtfanwrinrc titihn Inm%in cornnni Innrnoc- nr rmciritantin I rontml nrnnnrtinc in AAinrni 

f 

keybiscaynemag.com/philanthropy-impact/ 
	

1/6 



3/31/2021 
	

Philanthropy Impact - Key Biscayne Magazine 

Over the years, the dynamic duo has seen The Key evolve rapidly into the island paradise it is today. 

"Since 1992, Key Biscayne has become more densely populated and the Latin American population has 

now become a majority," they say. Since Bill's ancestry is European and Toby's is Colombian, they say 

they "characteristically fit within the island's demographics." "Because Key Biscayne is an island, it has 

always provided us with a strong sense of community," they say. "Thankfully, we have made lots of 

friends and these friends are what truly make this island our home." 
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When it comes to philanthropic endeavors and the causes that are near and dear to their hearts, 

there's plenty they are involved with. "Some years ago, we realized that as Key Biscayne had become 

our home — not a temporary assignment — we knew that we must do whatever we can to contribute 

to the wellbeing of our island and of the community at large; as such, we are charitably minded in 

many ways," they say. "For years, we've been involved with United Way of Miami-Dade, the Key 

Biscayne Community Foundation, the Baptist Foundation, the Rotary Club, St. Christopher's as well as 

other local initiatives." Their biggest passion, however, is providing college scholarships for 

economically disadvantaged minority students. "We strongly believe that racism is systemic, and that 

education is the best way to permanently improve one's station in life — it has been a learning 

experience for us," they say. "We started sponsoring younger children, but eventually wanted to make 

an impact at the college level. We then began giving college scholarships in Haiti through Food For The 

Poor, but really wanted to make an impact closer to home." 

As a result, Bill became involved with the Key Biscayne Community Foundation and was intrigued with 

its "sister city" initiative for Liberty City residents. Eventually, they became aware of the good work of 
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McCaughan from the Key Biscayne Community Foundation, discussed all the great things their 

respective foundations were doing for residents of Liberty City. "The only thing missing was college 

scholarships so we decided to 'fill the gap' by forming the Liberty City Student College Scholarship 

Fund, which grants college scholarships to Liberty City students, primarily through Miami-Dade 

College," they say. Thus far, they have provided, or committed to provide in the next few years, close to 

50 college scholarships. "In the hopes that this fund will eventually develop a life of its own (continuing 

beyond our lifetimes), we intentionally left our names out of the fund's title," they say. "True charitable 

giving is not about personal recognition, it is about results. Thus far, we have received contributions 

from other caring residents to fund an additional 5 scholarships. We hope that is just the beginning!" 

Among the many standout moments of their best giving experiences to date, the spiritual benefits 

make all of their hard work well worth it. "It has been extremely rewarding to talk with the scholarship 

awardees and see the impact that these scholarships have on children who are the first in their 

families to go to college and who would not otherwise be able to afford higher education," they say. In 

fact, Toby became so involved with the scholarship process that she was invited to join the Board of 

the Miami-Dade College Foundation, helping the college raise even more scholarship funds. "There are 

lots of well-deserving charitable causes, but it is always best to find a charitable passion, and to 
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disadvantaged minority families overcome long-standing systemic obstacles and improve their station 

in life. College education is the key. We eventually hope to see geometric results with the first child of 

each family earning a degree and then 'paying it forward' by helping their siblings do the same. Giving a 

college scholarship has a definite impact not only on the person receiving it but for the family and the 

community at large." 

In line with the spirit of giving, they say the key is to keep the momentum going. "We are immensely 

proud of the work we are doing and grateful for the generous contributions of our friends and 

neighbors...but it is just a drop in the bucket as the need is huge," they say. "This is an exceptional 

community. But our lives in Key Biscayne are for the most part isolated from the reality of life 'over the 

bridge.' As a community, we can achieve amazing things for our hometown, and providing a college 

education to the children of Liberty City leaves a lasting imprint that will have positive ripple effects for 

generations to come." 

In conclusion, above all, the Rohrers believe philanthropy is all about finding your true passion. "In so 

doing, try to identify ways that your giving will have the most lasting impact. Then, get involved so that 

you can witness the results of your charitable efforts," they say. "Finally, tell others about your passion. 

Hopefully, when they hear what is in your heart, they will follow your lead." 
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Effective May 24, 2021, COL has announced that Dr. Alan Leonardi will serve as President and CEO. 
"We are grateful to John White for his dedication and leadership during his time at COL. It has been an 
honor to partner with him on key issues and projects during the last five years. We congratulate him on a 
job well done and wish him the best as he enters retirement," said Zdenka Willis, MTS President. "We offer 
a warm welcome to Alan. The MTS Board looks forward to working with Alan and to our continued and 
successful partnership with COL." 

William (Monty) Graham, PhD, Chair, COP Board of Trustees, said Alan brings a wealth of expertise to COL, 
from his background in meteorology and oceanography to his leadership in developing partnerships to 
advance ocean knowledge. Prior to being appointed for his new role, he has served as director of NOAA's 
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	 1/3 



3/30/2021 	 COL Announces New President and CEO 

Office of Ocean Exploration and Research. He spent 18 years at the agency, where he has also served as 	 Category-  Webinars 

acting director and deputy director of the Office of Policy, Planning, and Evaluation; manager for the 	 Wed Jun 2, 2021 

Environmental Modeling Program; and deputy director of the Atlantic Oceanographic and Meteorological 	Engaging  with the Blue Economy  - 
Laboratory. 	 Market Discussion 

In addition to his work at the federal government, Alan has ties to the academic community, having held 	 Category: Webinars 

research and adjunct faculty appointments at Miami Dade College, Broward College, and James Madison 	Mon Aug 16, 2021 

University. He received his master's and doctorate degrees in physical oceanography from Florida State 	Offshore Technology Conference  

University and his undergraduate degree in meteorology from the University of Wisconsin-Madison. 	 2021  

Share this post: 	 Category: Events 

Mon Aug 30, 2021 

Oceans In Action 2021  

Comments on "COL Announces New President and CEO" 

   

Category: Events 

There are no comments on this post. 

Please login to comment 
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Primera 
HORA 

Noticias • Estados Unidos 

Florida inicia vacunacion a mayores de 40 mientras suben 
variantes de COVID 
De acuerdo a cifras oficiales, Florida ha aplicado hasta la fecha casi 8.6 millones de dosis, de las cuales 
2.9 millones corresponden a segundas dosis de Pfizer o Moderna. 

Florida suma hasta to fecha un total de 2,044,005 casos de covid-19 y 33,819 muertes por esta enfermedad. (Agenda EFE) 

Por Agencia EFE 
29 de marzo de 2021 4.40prn 

Miami. Florida inicio este lunes la vacunacion a personas mayores de 40 afins, un 
paso previo a la inclusion de los mayores de 18 atios la proxima semana, y en 
momentos en que se incrementan con velocidad los casos de las variantes de 
COVID-19. 

La ampliacion del grupo de personas que desde este lunes pueden ser vacunadas 
ha ido de la mano con el incremento del suministro de dosis en los cuatro centros 

https://www.primerahora.com/noticias/estados-unidos/notas/florida-inicia-vacunacion-a-mayores-de-40-mientras-suben-variantes-de-covid/ 	 1/3 
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abiertos en Florida en coordinacion con la Agencia Federal para el Manejo de 
Emergencias (FEMA, en ingles) y que hasta la fecha han vacunado a mas de 
300,000 personas. 

Segun informa este lunes el Departamento de Salud estatal, los cuatro centros 
federales en las ciudades de Jacksonville, Orlando, Tampa y Miami aplicaran desde 
esta jornada unas 3,000 primeras dosis de la vacuna de Pfizer, y adernas seguiran 
operando hasta el 26 de mayo, es decir, un mes despues de lo inicialmente previsto. 

El que opera en el Campus Norte de la universidad Miami Dade College ha estado 
aplicando una media de 1,200 primeras dosis diarias hasta la semana pasada y 
este lunes han ido a un ritmo de unas 500 vacunas cada hora, dijo su portavoz Mike 
Jachles al diario Miami Herald. 

De acuerdo a cifras oficiales, Florida ha aplicado hasta la fecha casi 8.6 millones de 
dosis, de las cuales 2.9 millones corresponden a segundas dosis de Pfizer o 
Moderna, mientras que de la de Johnson & Johnson, de una sola dosis, se han 
suministrado mas de 220,000. 

AUMENTO DE VARIANTES 

La reduccion del criterio de edad se da en momentos en que nuevos datos de los 
federales Centros para el Control y Prevencion de Enfermedades (CDC, en ingles) 
revelan un aumento vertiginoso en Florida de las variantes de la covid-19. 

En este estado se han identificado hasta el momento 2,274 casos de la variante 
britanica (B.1.1.7), 42 de la brasilera (P.1) y 14 de la surafricana (B.1.351) 

Florida no solo es el estado con mayor nUmero de casos identificados de la variante 
britanica en el pais, que aglutina un total de 10,579, sino que ha duplicado los 
contagios de la misma respecto a la semana pasada, cuando registro 1,042 casos. 

Segim dijo ayer domingo el epidemiologo de EEUU, Anthony Fauci, el reciente 
repunte de casos que se observa en el pais no solo se debe a las variantes, sino 
tambien al levantamiento de restricciones en algunas ciudades y estados, asi como 

https://www.primerahora.com/noticias/estados-unidos/notas/florida-inicia-vacunacion-a-mayores-de-40-mientras-suben-variantes-de-covid/ 	 2/3 
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al mayor nUmero de viajes en medio de las vacaciones de primavera ("spring 
break"). 

Medios nacionales como CNBC han dado a conocer que el pais, segUn el recuento 
independiente de la universidad Johns Hopkins, registr6 la semana pasada un 
promedio de 61,821 nuevos casos de la covid-19, o lo que es lo mismo: una subida 
del 12 % respecto a la semana previa. 

En Florida, como seriala el medio local Tallahasse Democrat, en la semana que 
acab6 el domingo se acumularon 35,656 nuevos casos, un aumento del 13 
respecto a la semana anterior que atladio 31,541 nuevos contagios. 

Florida suma hasta la fecha un total de 2,047,379 casos de la covid-19 y 33,891 
muertes por esta enfermedad, segUn el Departamento de salud estatal. 

A partir del lunes 5 de abril, los mayores de 18 arias podran ser vacunados en el 
llamado "Estado del Sol", aunque en el caso de la vacuna de Pfizer incluso los 
mayores de 16 podran ser inmunizados. 

https://www.primerahora.com/noticias/estados-unidos/notas/florida-inicia-vacunacion-a-maYores-de-40-mientras-suben-variantes-de-covid/ 	 3/3 
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Estados Unidos 

Estados Unidos intensifica su respuesta ante el repunte 
de la covid-19 
30 de marzo, 2021 

Estados Unidos esta intensificando su respuesta ante el repunte de casos de Ia covid-19 de las 
ultimas dos semanas 

Personas hacen lila para recibir la vacuna contra la covid-19 en un sitio de vacunacien de FEMA abierto en Miami Dade College 
en Miami, Florida (EE.UU.), hoy 30 de marzo de 2021. EFE/Cristobal Herrera-Ulashkevich 

EFE.- Estados Unidos esta intensificando su respuesta ante el repunte de casos de Ia covid-19 de 
las ultimas dos semanas, una subida que ha encendido todas las alarmas, y mientras las 
autoridades federales Ilaman a Ia responsabilidad los estados siguen expandiendo el acceso a las 
vacunas para todos los adultos. 
"Al ver Ia amenaza acelerandose, hemos acelerado tambien Ia respuesta: adelantamos dos 

** 
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SegOn el recuento independiente del diario The Washington Post hasta este martes, la media de 
nuevos casos diarios de coronavirus en la ultima semana en EE. UU. ha superado los 63.000 por 
primera vez en casi un mes, lo que supone un aumento del 12 % y pone en riesgo la tendencia a la 
baja lograda tras las celebraciones navidefias. 
Entre los estados que mas han aumentado su ritmo de contagio estan Michigan, Vermont, Dakota 
del Norte o Massachusetts, asi como los estados colindantes de Nueva York, Nueva Jersey y 
Connecticut, que Ilevaban la delantera en la contencion del virus. 
En los ultimos 14 dias, nueve estados han registrado aumentos superiores al 40 % y la peor 
situaciOn se da en Michigan, donde se han disparado un 133 % coincidiendo con la relajacion de 
las restricciones para comer en el interior de los establecimientos a principios de febrero, segun 
las cifras de The New York Times. 
"RECONOCER QUE ESTO ES DURO" 
Este martes, la portavoz de la Casa Blanca senalO que una de las maneras en que se puede tener 
un impacto sobre la ciudadania es "reconocer que esto es duro" y que ha habido una guerra contra 
el virus un largo tiempo, pero tambien reiterar, como hicieron el lunes el presidente 
estadounidense, Joe Biden, y las autoridades sanitarias, que dicha guerra continua. 
"Cuanta mas gente haya vacunada mas efectiva podemos ser, y ahi es donde estamos poniendo 
los esfuerzos", agregO Psaki al referirse al repunte de los contagios y la aparicion de nuevas 
variantes, e insistio en que hay que seguir vigilantes para poder volver a la normalidad". 
La portavoz de la Casa Blanca aludia a las palabras de Biden y a las de la directora de los Centros 
de Control y Prevencion de Enfermedades (CDC, en ingles), Rochelle Walensky, quien sorprendio 
este lunes al salirse de su discurso preparado para expresar, con el rostro compungido, "miedo" 
ante lo que considero una "catastrofe inminente" si continua el ascenso de casos en Estados 
Unidos. 
"Tenemos mucho que esperar, mucho potencial desde donde estamos, y muchas razones para la 
esperanza, pero ahora mismo estoy asustada", dijo Walensky, quien pidiO a los estadounidenses 
"aguantar un poco mas" y advirtio que los contagios pronto podrian "subir, y subir a lo grande" 
como ha ocurrido en Europa. 
El presidente, Joe Biden, respaldo las palabras de la jefa de los CDC y opine) que deberfan frenarse 
algunas reaperturas, Ilamando ademas a "cada gobernador, alcalde y lider local a mantener y 
restablecer la obligaciOn de Ilevar mascarilla", en referencia a regiones que retiraron esa norms en 
vista de la bajada de casos hace semanas. 
ACELERACION EN LAS VACUNAS 
Biden ha pedido a las autoridades estatales asegurar que todos los adultos de la nacion puedan 
vacunarse el proximo 1 de mayo y dijo que esta redoblando esfuerzos para que la mayoria, el 90 %, 
dispongan de un centro de vacunacion a cinco millas de su residencia antes de esa fecha, el 19 de 
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su programa de farmacias que las ofrecen hasta 40.000 en todo el pals y abrira una decena de 
centros de vacunacion masiva. 
La rapidez a la que insta el Gobierno federal se ha trasladado ya a varios estados que permiten 
vacunarse a toda su poblacion adulta, como Texas, Kansas, Luisiana, Dakota del Norte, Ohio u 
Oklahoma, mientras otros como Nueva York, Indiana o Florida tienen previsto ampliar su criterio de 
manera escalonada por franja de edad en los prOximos dias. 
Hasta la fecha, 95 millones de estadounidenses (28,6 % de la poblaciOn) han recibido al menos 
una dosis de vacuna anticovid y 52 millones han recibido las dos (15,8 %), mientras practicamente 
la mitad de los mayores de 65 aiios, que corren mas riesgo, ya estan inmunizados, de acuerdo a 
los CDC. 
Compartiendo la tarea de concienciar este martes Doug Emhoff, marido de la vicepresidenta 
Kamala Harris, visitO un centro de vacunaciOn en Maryland e instO a Ia responsabilidad, 
haciendose eco del mensaje difundido ayer por Biden: "Hay esperanza, pero como dijo el 
presidente ayer: no podemos bajar Ia guardia". 
"Lleven sus mascarillas, guarden distancia social y ponganse la vacuna cuando les Ilegue el turno, 
y podremos superar esto", agrego. 
Nora Quintanilla 

COM PARTIR f 	 VP 	9 

Lea tambien 
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Florida inicia vacunacion COVID-1 9 en 
mayores de 40 anos 

Esta semana Florida reduce el requisito de edad para acceder a la vacuna contra el 
covid-19. Desde la proxima, los mayores de 18 anos tambien seran elegibles. 

https://adncuba.com/sur-de-la-florida/florida-inicia-vacunacion-en-mayores-de-40  

RECOMENDADOS 

J Balvin, artista ur-
bano con mas m)- 
meros 1 



3/30/2021 	 Florida inicia vacunaciOn COVID-19 en mayores de 40 anos I Noticias de Miami 

INTERNACIONAL 	VIDEOS 	NOTICIAS DE CUBA 	ENTRETENIMIENTO 	F 

meprouut:e este artiuult) 
ResponsiveVoice-NonCommercial licensed under xcqfpAZION 

El requisito de edad en La Florida (EE UU) para recibir la vacuna 
contra el covid-19 se reduce a 40 anos o mas desde este lunes 29 
de marzo, lo que pone a disposicion la inmunizacian de otros 2.5 
millones de personas que residen en el estado. 

La proxima reduccion del nivel de edad para la elegibilidad de la 
vacuna sera el 5 abril, donde incluira a las personas mayores de 18 
anos, como lo indica la semana pasada el gobernador de Florida, 
Ron DeSantis. 

En este momento Florida vacuna a javenes de 16 y 17 anos 
considerados por un medico como "extremadamente vulnerables", y 
lo pueden hacer en Jackson Health, Nicklaus Children , CVS 
Pharmacies y Navarro Pharmacies. 

LEA TAMBIEN 

4Como programar cita para la vacuna COVID-19 en Florida? 

Florida ya se encuentra administrando inmunizando a personas 
mayores de 40 anos, trabajadores de la salud con contacto directo 
con los pacientes y personal de centros de atencian a largo plazo. 

Solo los residentes de Florida o de tiempo parcial pueden recibir la 
vacuna pero no existe un requisito de residencia en el condado. Esto 
quiere decir, que no necesita vacunarse en el condado donde vive, 
pero debera mostrar prueba de residencia en Florida. Si vive en 
Miami-Dade, puede vacunarse en Broward o viceversa. 
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	creiorta 

Cualquier otra persona que viva en otro estado o pals ya no puede 
recibir la vacuna en Florida. 

El domingo, el sitio de vacunacion apoyado por FEMA en el Miami 
Dade College North Campus administrO la dosis nUmero 100,000. 
La mujer que lo recibio dijo que siente que esta un paso mas cerca 
de doblar Ia acera. "Me siento genial. Estoy agradecido de poder 
hacer esto y ahora puedo estar con mi familia ", dijo Seadell 
Roundtree, Ia mujer que recibi6 la vacuna. 

LEA TAMBIEN 

Florida: mayores de 18 anos podran empezar a recibir vacuna 
COVID-19 

Desde el prOximo lunes el requisito de edad para la vacuna covid-19 
se reduce para personas de 18 ems en adelante, por lo que las 
autoridades sanitarias recomiendan registrarse desde ya para 
asegurar su cita. 

Cualquier persona de 18 anos o mas que desee acceder al farmaco 
lo podra hacer a traves de la via estatal accediendo al sitio web y 
separar su cita en el Hard Rock Stadium o Marlins Park. 

Tambien tiene Ia opci6n de Ilamar al numero de preinscripciOn de 
vacunas de su condado. Lista completa, aqui. 

Cubana en huelc 
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Orlando sentinel 

Los residentes de Florida mayores de 40 arios se vacunas 

el lunes. 

Por: WSVN 

En el campus norte de Miami-Dade College, varias 

personas Ilegaron temprano al lugar para asegurar su lugar. 
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"Llegue a las 5 am, espere en Ia fila y fue bastante facil, 
muy simple", dijo Winston Green, quien se vacunO en el 
lugar. 

La prOxima semana, a partir del 5 de abril, el requisito de 
edad para vacunarse se reducira a 18 arias. Tambien a 
partir de ese dia, los jOvenes de 16 y 17 arms podran recibir 
Ia vacuna Pfizer. 

Green dijo que ha estado esperando ser elegible para la 
vacuna desde que comenzo el lanzamiento. 

"Desde que anunciaron que habia una vacuna, 
probablemente cuatro o cinco meses o lo que fuera, he 
estado esperando esto durante mucho tiempo". 

El domingo, Seadell Roundtree recibi6 Ia vacuna COVID-19 
nOmero 100.000 en el sitio apoyado por la Agenda Federal 
para el Manejo de Emergencias, justo despues de las 10:30 
a. M. 

Tweets por 
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@AlbertoRavell 
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"Me siento genial. Me siento bien y estoy agradecido ", dijo 
Roundtree. "Ahora puedo estar con mi familia". 

Para obtener mas informacion sobre los requisitos de 
elegibilidad y los lugares de vacunacion en Florida, haga 
clic aqui . Si desea preinscribirse, haga clic aqui . 

Para obtener una lista de los sitios de vacunaciOn en el sur 
de Florida, haga clic aqui . 

Popular En La Comunidad 

Animador manosed 	Crisis humanitaria: 
a una bailarina... 	Las trochas no... 
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15 minutos de lectura con Maria Juliana Villafafie 
Wednesday, April 14 5:00 pm 
Livestreamed 

Desde la Feria del Libro de Miami creemos en el poder de la lectura y la escritura para estar 

conectados. Como parte de nuestra programacion virtual ofrecemos 15 minutos de lectura 

con la Feria del Libro de Miami, un espacio quincenal donde distintos autores compartiran 

su obra, leida de viva voz por Facebook Live. 

Acompananos el miercoles 14 de abril a las 5 p.m. con la escritora puertorriquena Maria 

Juliana Villefene. 

En cada sesign de "15 minutos de lecture-, un escritor invitado lee sus obras en directo. Te 

esperamos con las lectures virtuales quincenales para que cada vez disfrutes de una nueva 

lecture. 

Los Facebook Lives se transmiten desde el perfil de Facebook de aMiamiBookFair 

https://www.facebook.com/MiamiBookFair/live/  

#FlLmiami #QuedateEnCasa #LeeEnCasa 



Maria Juliana Villafarie (Puerto Rico). Poeta, narradora, guionista, dramaturga y compositora 

de mUsica popular. Ha publicado los poemarios Dimensiones (Primavera Poetica-Lima Lee, 

Peru, 2020), Volar sin alas (Ediciones Baquiana, 2012), el cuento juvenil Aurora y sus viajes 

intergalacticos (Planeta, 2003), Entre dimensiones (Editorial Isla Negra, Puerto Rico, 2002) y 

Dimensiones en el amor (Ramapo Brothers Publications, Puerto Rico, 1992), galardonado en 

Nueva York con el Premio Palma Julia de Burgos. Foe incluida en Sound of Poetry, Best 

Poets of the 90's, Awaken to a Dream, Watermark Press Publication, Washington D.C. 

(1991). Sus poesias han sido traducidas al ingles, trances, portugues, aleman, rumano, 

arabe, italiano y mongol. El jazzista Jon Lucien incluyo letras de Villafane en varios discos: 

Jon Lucien by Request (2003), Endless Is Love (1997), Man from Paradise (1993) y Mother 

Nature's Son (1992). Su nombre forma parte de los escritores puertorriquenos residentes 

en los Estados Unidos que aparecen en la Enciclopedia del espanol en los Estados Unidos-

Anuario del Instituto Cervantes (Editorial Santillana, 2008). Le fue otorgada la Medalla de 

Oro, como miembro de honor de la Casa del poeta peruano en el ICPNA (2004); Premio de 

Lirica popular, Institute de Puerto Rico en New York (1995); Woman of the Year Award (1993), 

American Biographical Institute; Poet of Merit Award, American International Society of 

Poets (1992), y Primer Lugar per la tetra de la cancion Vive Hoy en el III Festival 

iberoamericano de la cancion (Puerto Rico y Argentina, 1992). www.mariajuliana.com  

Details 	 Other 

Date: 	 Language 
Wadn25.day..Ap.b.L.J.4 	Spanish 

,(2.021-04-14) 	 Occurrence 
Time: 	 All Year 

. .......... 

Venue 

Livestreamed 



iTomate una copa (en casa) y escribe mejor!, con 
Marcelo Lujan 
Saturday, April 17 Id 11:00 am 
Livestreamed via Crowdcast 

Una tertulia literaria guiada. Embriaga a to editor interno y iexpresate con libertad desde la 

cuarentena! 
iEl COVID 19 no impide que nos contactemos a traves de la escritura! 

Asi es como funciona: te damos un tema, escribes durante diez minutos. Si quieres, 

compartes el texto con el resto de los participantes. Hacemos una pausa para leer los textos 

e intercambiar opiniones mientras te tomas una copa en casa. Despues repetimos la misma 

dinémica. 

TEMA: "Cornencemos a contar". 

Marcelo Lujan naci6 en 1973 en el barrio de Mataderos de la Ciudad de Buenos Aires. A 

principios de 2001, por varias razones -todas voluntarias-, se radic6 en Madrid, donde vive 

en la actualidad. Trabaja como coordinador de actividades culturales y talleres de creaci6n 

literaria. Public6 los libros de cuentos Flores para Irene (Premio Santa Cruz de Tenerife 

2003), En algal-) cielo (Premio Ciudad de Alcala de Narrativa 2006) y El desvio (Premio Kutxa 

Ciudad de San Sebastian 2007). En 2020, su cuarta coleccion de cuentos, La claridad, obtuvo 

por unanimidad el VI Premio Internacional Ribera del Duero. Tambien public6 libros de 

prosa poetica: Arder en el invierno y Pequenos pies ingleses. Y las novelas La mala espera 

(Premio Ciudad de Getafe de Novela Negra 2009 y Segunda Mencion del Premio Clarin de 



Novela 2005), Moravia, y Subsuelo (Premio Dashiell Hammett, Premio Tenerife Noir, Premio 

Novelpol, todos en 2016). Este Ultimo titulo este siendo adapted() a la pantalla por Fernando 

Franco. 

Parte de su obra fue seleccionada en campanas de fomento a la lecture y traducida at 

trances, italiano, checo y b6lgaro. 

Details 

Date: 
... ..... 

Time: 
... ....... 

Venue 

Livestreamed via 
Crowdcast 

Other 

Language 
Spanish 

Occurrence 
All Year 
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