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Mother and foster parent Carlene Lawson, center, receives applause as her daughter 
Tyriana Lawson, 18, right, hugs her arm while thanking Gov. Ron DeSantis, left, on 
Tuesday at Miami Dade College's Wolfson Campus in downtown Miami. 

DeSantis signs bill to expand 
foster-care aid to caregivers and kids 
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TALLAHASSEE 
Gov. Ron DeSantis on 

Tuesday signed a bill to 
financially benefit more 
people who care for needy 
children and help addition-
al children who were in the 
foster-care system attend a 
state college or university. 

The bill will expand 
access for monthly pay-
ments to caregivers of 
foster children by giving 
relatives and non-relatives 
the same amount of money 
as licensed foster parents. 

It will also make more 
foster-care children exempt 
from paying tuition and 
fees at state colleges and 
universities. The state al-
ready allows certain foster 
youth to receive a tuition 
and fee exemption. But the 
bill, which takes effect July 
1, will expand the criteria to  

the following kids who 
have gone through the 
shelter system, have been 
through dependency pro-
ceedings or have had their 
parents' rights terminated: 

e Kids who are or were in 
out-of-home care. 

e Children who spent at 
least 18 months in out-of-
home care but who were 
reunited with their parents. 

e Kids who were adopted 
after being in the care of 
the state. 

Kids who were placed 
in permanent guardianship 
and remain there until 
turning 18 or who enrolled 
in an eligible institution 
before turning 18. 

(HB 7034) at Miami Dade 
College, alongside Lt. Gov. -
Jeanette Nunez, Senate 
President Wilton Simpson 
and other state lawmakers, 
including Sens. Ileana 
Garcia, R-Miami, and Man-
ny Diaz, R-Hialeah. 

Nunez said Miami Dade 
College is a "symbol of 
hope and opportunity for so 
many in our community" 
and has a "strong network 
of support for students 
transitioning from foster 
care." 

Simpson, who was adopt-
ed at the age of 6, said the 
bill is taking a "holistic" 
approach to helping chil-
dren while they are in the 
system and as they exit it. 

He said the bill aims to 
create parity with the rate 
currently paid to licensed 
foster-care and certain 
relative and non-relative 
caregivers, and how the 
tuition waiver could have 
long-term impact on vul-
nerable children's lives. 

"Think of how many 
other problems in our so-
ciety we might solve, 
right?" Simpson said. 

DeSantis said the bill is a 
commitment to "adoption 
and foster care," and that it 
sends a clear message that 
Florida is committed "to 
the proposition that every 
life counts." 

"All these kids deserve 
an opportunity and we're 
going to do what we can to 
make sure that their 
dreams and hopes and 
aspirations can become a 
reality in a loving home," 
DeSantis said. 

DeSantis signed the bill 
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DeSantis signs foster care bill in Miami I Miami Herald 

Florida Gov. Ron DeSantis holds on to his daughter, Madison, 5, during a news conference Monday, April 11, 
2022, at AdventHealth Training Center in Tampa, Florida. Desantis signed a bill aimed at supporting fatherhood by 
connecting men with career services and children with mentorship, a priority for House Speaker Chris Sprowls. 
MARTHA ASENCIO-RHINE Tampa Bay Times/TNS 
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Gov. Ron DeSantis on Tuesday signed a bill to financially benefit more people who 
care for needy children and help additional children who were in the foster care 
system attend a state college or university. 

The bill will expand access for monthly payments to caregivers of foster children 
by giving relatives and non-relatives the same amount of money as licensed foster 
parents. 

It will also make more foster care children exempt from paying tuition and fees at 
state colleges and universities. The state already allows certain foster youth to 
receive a tuition and fee exemption. But the bill, which takes effect July 1, will 
expand the criteria to the following kids who have gone through the shelter 
system, have been through dependency proceedings or have had their parents' 
rights terminated: 

• Kids who are or were in out-of-home care. 

• Children who spent at least 18 months in out-of-home care but who were 
reunited with their parents. 

• Kids who were adopted after being in the care of the state. 

• Kids who were placed in permanent guardianship and remain there until 
turning 18, or who enrolled in an eligible institution before turning 18. 

"All these kids deserve an opportunity and we're going to do what we can to make 
sure that their dreams and hopes and aspirations can become a reality in a loving 
home," DeSantis said. 

https://www.miamiherald.com/news/politics-goyernment/state-politics/article260337130.html#storylink=bignewslatest 	 2/7 



4/12/22, 1:37 PM 	 DeSantis signs foster care bill in Miami I Miami Herald 

DeSantis signed the bill (HB 7034) at Miami Dade College, alongside Lt. Gov. 
Jeanette Nuilez, Senate President Wilton Simpson and other state lawmakers, 
including Sens. Ileana Garcia, R-Miami, and Manny Diaz, R-Hialeah. 

Nutiez said Miami Dade College is a "symbol of hope and opportunity for so many 
in our community" and has a "strong network of support for students 
transitioning from foster care." 

Simpson, who was adopted at the age of 6, said the bill is taking a "holistic" 
approach to helping vulnerable children while they are in the system and as they 
exit it. 

He lauded that the bill aims to create parity with the rate currently paid to 
licensed foster care and certain relative and non-relative caregivers, and how the 
tuition waiver could have long-term impact on vulnerable children's lives. 

"Think of how many other problems in our society we might solve, right?" 
Simpson said. 

DeSantis said the bill is a commitment to "adoption and foster care," and that it 
sends a clear message that Florida is committed "to the proposition that every life 
counts." 

This story was originally published April 12, 2022 12:37 PM. 

A driver heard a 'weird noise' in 
the car — then Florida cops found 
it. And it was alive 
UPDATED APRIL 12, 2022 11:44 AM 

Legislature makes unusual move, 
says DeSantis will map Florida 
congressional districts 
UPDATED APRIL 11, 2022 7:12 PM 
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Florida Gov. DeSantis Signs Bill to Support Foster Kids, Parents 

By NBC 6 • Published April 12, 2022 • Updated on April 12, 2022 at 12:14 pm 

NBC 6's Nicole Lauren has more on what this means for those tasked with helping out the state's elderly. 

Florida Gov. Ron DeSantis has signed a bill that will support foster children and parents. 

DeSantis signed the bill during a news conference at Miami Dade College Tuesday morning. 

ye, 

https://www.nbcmiami.com/news/local/florida-gov-desantis-to-hold-tuesday-news-conference-in-miami/2734121/ 	 1/3 
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children, DeSantis said. 

A third component of the bill expands tuition and fee waivers at schools and colleges for foster 

children. 

Stay informed about local news and weather. Get the NBC 6 
South Florida app for iOS or Android and pick your alerts. 

On Monday, DeSantis signed a bill in Tampa to create new grant programs to help fathers become 

more engaged with their children and children whose fathers aren't in their home. 

This article tagged under: 
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Gov. Ron DeSantis signs bill that will aid 
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MIAMI-DADE COUNTY, Fla. - Gov. Ron DeSantis held a news conference on Tuesday morning at Miami 

Dade College where Lt Gov. Jeanette Nunez was also present. 

The conference brought attention to Senate Bill 7034, Child Welfare. 

The Florida Senate passed the bill by the Committee on Children, Families and Elder Affairs, chaired by 

Senator Ileana Garcia. 

Building on reforms passed during the 2021 Legislative Session to increase protections and consistency 

for children in out-of-home care and address critical gaps in investigations and information transparency, 

the bill expands benefits for foster families and relatives willing to take on the responsibility of raising 

children who cannot live with their parents. 

Ron DeSantis 
@GovRonDeSantis 

Florida Stands with Foster Parents and Kids 

Ron DeSantis 
Florida Stands with Foster Parents and Kids 

10:51 AM • Apr 12, 2022 
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DeSantis received the bill from the Florida Legislature and, on Tuesday, he signed it into law. 

"We are making a difference here today with foster and adoption," DeSantis said. 

The bill will focus on enhancing benefits for relative caregivers, increasing child care subsidy and 

expanding college tuition waivers. 

The monthly payment amount for relatives and nonrelatives who have children placed with them in out-

of-home care will now have the same rate as licensed foster parents. 

The bill will also provide a $200 per month subsidy to any foster parents, relative and nonrelative 

caregivers who have a child placed in their home between the ages of birth to school entry, intended to 

help defray the cost of an early learning or child care program. 

Lastly, the bill will expand the scope of potential students eligible for a tuition and fee exemption at a 

workforce education program, or a Florida college or university to include certain students who have been 

the subject of a shelter, dependency or termination of parental rights proceeding. 

"Every kid counts and we got to do what we can as a state," DeSantis said. "This is an important issue. 

These are not always easy issues to deal with." 

Follow 
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Gov. DeSantis signs child welfare bill in Miami 

by CBS12 News Staff 
Tuesday, April 12th 2022 

Gov, Ron DeSantis held a news conference Tuesday morning at Miami-Dade College. (Pool) 

MIAMI, Fla. (CBS12) — Gov. Ron DeSantis signed a bill called Child Welfare (SB 7034) Tuesday 

morning at Miami-Dade College. 

The bill makes changes to current law aimed at benefiting the lives of children in foster care. 

First, the bill increases the monthly payment amounts for caregivers, both relative and 
nonrelative, who have children placed with them in out-of-home care. 

https://cw34.com/news/local/gov-ron-desantis-news-conference-miami 	 1/4 
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a $200 per month per child subsidy to 
regivers, who have a child placed in thi 

Search Site 

Lastly, the bill expands the scope of potential students eligible for a tuition and fee exemption 
at a workforce education program, a Florida College System institution or a state university, to 
certain students who have been the subject of a shelter, dependency, or termination of 

parental rights proceeding, and who: 

• Is in a temporary assistance for needy families relative caregiver placement at the time he 

or she reached 18 years of age; 

• After reaching 14 years of age, spent at least 18 months in out-of-home care and were 
then reunited with his or her parents who were the subject of the dependency 
proceeding before reaching 18 years of age; and 

• Were placed in a permanent guardianship and remains in such guardianship either until 
the student either reaches 18 years of age or, if before reaching 18 years of age, he or she 

enrolls in an eligible institution. 

You can read more on the bill, here. 

On Monday, the governor signed HB 7065, a child welfare bill that promotes responsible 

fatherhood in the state. 

Arrest made in shooting of dog in Jupiter 

by CBS12 News Staff 
Wednesday, April 13th 2022 
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	 Gov. DeSantis signs bill to support foster children, adoptions I WFLA 

by: Nathaniel Rodriguez  
Posted: Apr 12, 2022 / 08:05 AM EDT 
Updated: Apr 12, 2022 / 01:00 PM EDT 

TAMPA, Fla. (WFLA) — Florida Gov. Ron DeSantis signed a new bill into law Tuesday to help 

support children in the foster care system and adoptive parents. 

While at Miami Dade College, DeSantis signed SB 7034, a bill that would give a monthly 

stipend to relatives who care for children as guardians, just as other foster parents do. 

The bill also includes $25 million to give $200 a month to foster parents of newborns and 

children up to 5 years old. This would be given to over 7,000 families. 
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Finally, the bill will allow foster children better opportunities to get tuition and fee waivers 

while attending state colleges and job training programs. 

Copyright 2022 Nexstar Media Inc. All rights reserved. This material may not be published, broadcast, rewritten, or redistributed. 
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At Miami Dade College, Gov. Ron DeSantis Signs 
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MIAMI (CBSMiami/NSF) - Florida Governor Ron DeSantis stopped 
at Miami Dade College on Tuesday morning to sign a bill to bolster 
foster care. 

The bill increases payments to caregivers and provides foster 
parents with money for child-care programs. 

READ MORE: Two Young Children Murdered By Mother Odette 
Lysse Joassaint In Little Haiti Apartment, Police Say 

The measure (SB 7034) was approved by lawmakers during the 
legislative session that ended March 14. 

In part, the law will increase monthly payments from the state to 
relatives and nonrelatives who serve as caregivers to foster 
children, making their payment rates on par with licensed foster 
parents. 

"Placement with relatives, or kinship care, provides permanency for 
children and helps maintain family connections," the Florida Senate 

https://miami.cbslocal.com/2022/04/12/gov-ron-desantis-signs-bill-to-help-foster-care-children/  



4/13/22, 9:54 AM 
	

At Miami Dade College, Gov. Ron DeSantis Signs Bill To Bolster Foster Care — CBS Miami 

said in a news release Tuesday, adding that "kinship care" can 
involve placing children with people such as close family friends or 
godparents. 

Foster care legislation has been a priority of Senate President 
Wilton Simpson, a Trilby Republican who was adopted. Simpson 
said that raising payments could be a deciding factor for people who 
are considering bringing foster children into their homes. 

Miami Kmart One Of Only Three Left 
In US After New Jersey Location 
Closes Saturday 

Hate Crime Charges Filed Against 
Trio Accused Of Attack That Left 
Pompano Beach Man Blind 

"Improving the level of benefits for family members and foster 
parents could mean all the difference when these folks are 
considering whether they can take in a vulnerable child," Simpson 
said in a statement. 

More than $44 million is earmarked in the proposed state budget 
for the 2022-2023 fiscal year to carry out parts of the bill. The 
Legislature has not formally sent the budget to DeSantis for his 
approval and vetoes. 

READ MORE: Miami Weather: Warm & Windy, Rain Chance 
Increases Beginning Thursday 

DeSantis touted nearly $25 million of the money that is designed to 
provide $200 monthly subsidies to help cover costs of child care 
and early learning programs. 

"Through this funding, more than 7,000 foster parents and 
caregivers will receive this subsidy for the children that are in their 
care. And that's going to make a big difference. Quite frankly, just 
from a feasibility perspective, foster parents have to work to put 
food on the table like anyone else. This will help them in that 
regard," the governor said. 

The law also will bolster tuition and fee-waiver programs to help 
foster children attend state colleges, universities and workforce-
education programs. The governor signed the bill at Miami Dade 
College. 

Department of Children and Families Secretary Shevaun Harris said 
the law expands Florida's "toolbox of resources" to help young 
adults who are exiting the foster care system. 

"For many of the kids in the system, attending and graduating 
college is defying the odds. Legislation like this helps us stack the 
deck in their favor," Harris said. 

The number of licensed foster parents in Florida has grown by 
about 4,000 since 2019, the governor said Tuesday. 

MORE NEWS: Fire Rips Through Former Wilton Manors Church 

(©2022 CBS Local Media. All rights reserved. This material may not 
be published, broadcast, rewritten, or redistributed. The News 
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DeSantis signs bill to expand state 
benefits for foster parents, children 
The new law provides expanded tuition and fee waivers for some 

students in foster care. 

Author: Claire Farrow 
Published: 12:26 PM EDT April 12, 2022 
Updated: 12:31 PM EDT April 12, 2022 
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MIAMI — On the heels of signing a bill in Tampa to promote "responsible" fatherhood, Gov. Ron 

DeSantis signed another bill focusing on the welfare of children. 

The new law, CS/SB 7034 specifically focuses on foster care parents, guardians and children. 

DeSantis said during a news conference Tuesday that Florida is No. 2 in the country for the 

percentage of children placed with relatives and the shortest time children spend in foster care 

before adoption. 

DeSantis said there are three main parts of this new law. 

First, the new law provides $19 million in state funding that would raise the amount of money 

paid out by the Florida Department of Children and Families to family members or family friends 

who take children into their care. Now, it will match the amount provided to foster care parents 

who aren't related to the children in their care. 

Second, DeSantis says the bill earmarks $25 million to provide $200 per month for foster 

parents of newborns and children up to 5 years old. The governor said this extra funding will 

cover about 7,000 foster parents throughout Florida. 

https://www.wtsp.com/article/news/politics/desantis-foster-care-tuition-waivers-child-welfare-bill/67-6cab0f8d-9cd6-4de2-8444-0acad200de22 	1/2 
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Finally, DeSantis said the new law expands tuition and fee waivers for some students in foster 
care who choose to attend Florida public colleges, universities and workforce education 

programs. 

"We are proud of state colleges like right here in Miami-Dade College, what it's meant to people 
in this community. We're proud to have the No. 1-ranked public university system in the United 

States for five years in a row, according to U.S. News and World Report," DeSantis said. 

DeSantis also mentioned how lawmakers have kept Florida state university and college tuition 

affordable for the "average Floridian." 

"This bill removes red tape and expands the number of students that are eligible for fee and 

tuition waivers," he added. 

RELATED: Gov. DeSantis signs child welfare bill to support 'responsible' fatherhood 

RELATED: Child 'okay' after falling over at DeSantis bill signing in Tampa 

Kadence, David and Brody are 3 siblings looking for a forever family 
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At Miami Dade College, Gov. Ron DeSantis Signs Bill To 
Bolster Foster Care 
By CBSMiami.com  Team 

CBS Miami 21 hours ago 

MIAMI (CBSMiami/NSF) — Florida Governor Ron DeSantis stopped at Miami Dade 
College on Tuesday morning to sign a bill to bolster foster care. 

The bill increases payments to caregivers and provides foster parents with money 
for child-care programs. 

The measure (SB 7034) was approved by lawmakers during the legislative session 
that ended March 14. 

Add comment 
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"Placement with relatives, or kinship care, provides permanency for children and 
helps maintain family connections," the Florida Senate said in a news release 
Tuesday, adding that "kinship care" can involve placing children with people such as 

close family friends or godparents. 

Foster care legislation has been a priority of Senate President Wilton Simpson, a 
Trilby Republican who was adopted. Simpson said that raising payments could be a 
deciding factor for people who are considering bringing foster children into their 

homes. 

"Improving the level of benefits for family members and foster parents could mean 
all the difference when these folks are considering whether they can take in a vul-
nerable child," Simpson said in a statement. 

More than $44 million is earmarked in the proposed state budget for the 2022-2023 
fiscal year to carry out parts of the bill. The Legislature has not formally sent the 
budget to DeSantis for his approval and vetoes. 

DeSantis touted nearly $25 million of the money that is designed to provide $200 
monthly subsidies to help cover costs of child care and early learning programs. 

"Through this funding, more than 7,000 foster parents and caregivers will receive 
this subsidy for the children that are in their care. And that's going to make a big 
difference. Quite frankly, just from a feasibility perspective, foster parents have to 
work to put food on the table like anyone else. This will help them in that regard," 

the governor said. 

The law also will bolster tuition and fee-waiver programs to help foster children at-
tend state colleges, universities and workforce-education programs. The gover 

Add comment 
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"For many of the kids in the system, attending and graduating college is defying the 
odds. Legislation like this helps us stack the deck in their favor," Harris said. 

The number of licensed foster parents in Florida has grown by about 4,000 since 
2019, the governor said Tuesday. 

(©2022 CBS Local Media. All rights reserved. This material may not be published, 
broadcast, rewritten, or redistributed. The News Service of Florida's Ryan Dailey 
contributed to this report.) 
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DeSantis says he wants 'race-neutral' 
congressional districts when new map is 

drawn 
BY MARY ELLEN KLAS HERALD/TIMES TALLAHASSEE BUREAU 
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On Tuesday, April 12, 2022, Gov. Ron DeSantis, left, gives his opening remarks before he signed a bill that 
financially benefits more people who care for needy children and helps additional children who were in the foster 
care system attend a state college or university. The bill signing was at Miami Dade College Wolfson Campus in 
Miami, Florida. CARL JUSTE cjuste@miamiherald.corn 

Only have a minute? Listen instead 
Powered by Trinity Audio 

00:00 

TALLAHASSEE 

Gov. Ron DeSantis confirmed Tuesday that the congressional redistricting map he 
is proposing will dismantle a congressional district designed to help Black voters 
living in the former plantation territories of North Florida. 

"I think that what they'll produce will be something that will be acceptable to folks 
and obviously we'd get my signature for proposing it," he said at a bill-signing 
press conference in Miami. "It will, though, have North Florida drawn in a race-
neutral manner." 

DeSantis has called legislators back into a special session on redistricting next 
week to redraw Florida congressional districts, and on Monday House and Senate 
leaders announced that, after successfully passing a legislative map that the court 
has approved, they will leave the map-drawing work on the congressional plan to 
the governor. 

READ MORE: Legislature makes unusual move, says DeSantis will map 
congressional districts 

He cited Cooper v. Harris, a 2017 case in which the U.S. Supreme Court ruled 5-3 
that the North Carolina General Assembly engaged in "unconstitutional racial 
gerrymanders" by relying on race too heavily when it drew two congressional 
districts following the 2010 Census. 

DeSantis said the current Congressional District 5, which stretches across North 
Florida from Tallahassee to Jacksonville, linking urban and rural black voters in a 
region that was home to the slave plantations of the 1800s, "divvies up people 
based on the color of their skin." 
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"That is wrong," he said. "That is not the way we've governed in the State of 
Florida.... There has never been a district of that length and that shape that has 
been justifiable." 

DeSantis argued that if legislators retained CD 5, which is held by U.S. Rep. Al 
Lawson, a Black Democrat, the map will be challenged as unconstitutional, and if 
legislators dismantle the district, as he wants, the map will also face litigation. 

"You're gonna have litigation either way," he said. "...But I think the odds are 
higher that a map that is race neutral will be approved. And I think it's more likely 
that one that did that kind of intentional drawing would be ruled to violate the 
14th Amendment." 

GOVERNOR, LEGISLATURE AT ODDS OVER THIS MAP 

The governor's comments were the most explicit yet as tensions over the fate of 
redistricting have been festering for months. In January, the Republican governor 
broke with tradition and proposed his own congressional redistricting map that 
gave Republicans a 20-8 advantage over Democrats. It also contradicted the legal 
approach embraced by House and Senate Republican leaders, which preserved the 
four Black congressional districts approved by the courts in 2015. 

By contrast, DeSantis' proposal eliminated the North Florida Black congressional 
district, weakened a Black district in Orlando, and left the state with just two 
districts that would reliably elect Black candidates to office. 

READ NEXT 

FLORIDA POLITICS 

Here's what you need to know about Florida's still-unfinished congressional 
maps 
APRIL 11, 2022 7:05 PM 

Legislators attempted to appease the governor by passing a map that created a 
Jacksonville-centric district in North Florida while dismantling the current district 
that stretches across the top of the state. But DeSantis vetoed the congressional 
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redistricting plan and argued that the protections the map afforded Black voters in 
Jacksonville and Orlando were an "illegal gerrymander" under the 14th 
Amendment provisions of equal protection. 

This week, legislators signaled they are prepared to let the governor have his way 
as long as he takes the lead. In a memo released publicly on Monday by House 
Speaker Chris Sprowls, R-Palm Harbor, and Senate President Wilton Simpson, R-
Trilby, they said legislators would not propose their own congressional redraw, 
but instead would use whatever the governor proposes. 

Meanwhile, voters and advocacy groups Common Cause Florida and FairDistricts 
Now have criticized the governor's interpretation of the law and have asked a 
federal court to declare Florida's congressional redistricting at impasse. The state 
must have its congressional map in place in time for candidates to qualify for 
congressional districts by the June 17 deadline. 

A three-judge panel on Monday scheduled a trial to start May 12 in the federal 
lawsuit if the Legislature and governor don't agree. The court also rejected a 
motion by Secretary of State Laurel Lee for a stay in the case. Both sides have 
proposed the names of redistricting experts whom the court could appoint as 
special masters to draw the maps. 

WAS LEGISLATIVE MEMO A SURPRISE? 

Ellen Freidin, chief executive officer of FairDistricts Now, a nonpartisan 
organization that worked to pass the 2010 constitutional amendment to impose 
new redistricting standards in Florida, has said DeSantis' approach to redistricting 
was "trampling on rights of minority voters and turning back the clock" in an 
effort to "enhance his standing with Florida and national voters." 

DeSantis on Tuesday seemed surprised by the Sprowls and Simpson memo, 
indicating that he had expected his staff to be talking behind the scenes with 
legislative staff to come to a consensus on a plan that they would propose. 

"I thought that my legal office had been working with the House and Senate to try 
to kind of have a compromise that everyone would agree on," he said. 
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After legislators were caught a decade ago allowing political operatives to 
influence the redistricting process in violation of the Constitution, lawmakers 
established a strict protocol for restricting public input and limiting access to the 
redistricting process this time. 

DeSantis was asked Tuesday if he will be preserving the document record to show 
"what your intent was or what the intent is in drawing these districts." Instead of 
responding, the governor pivoted. 

"The people that were involved will go and testify in front of the Legislature about 
the product that was created," he said. "And so, you know, this is kind of my first 
foray, and I don't really know how all this stuff works." 

He then talked about the need to draw districts that were geographically compact, 
not splitting counties and cities. He predicted "they're going to be able to do a map 
from what they've been telling me that will have less county and city splits than 
what the Senate had originally done, and have better compactness score." 

Mary Ellen Klas can be reached at meklas@miamiherald.com  and @MaryEllenKlas 

This story was originally published April 12, 2022 3:18 PM. 

MARY ELLEN KLAS 

64115 

Al. 5 

Mary Ellen Klas is the state Capitol bureau chief for the Miami Herald, where she covers government and politics 
and focuses on investigative and accountability reporting. In 2018-19, Mary Ellen was a Nieman Fellow at Harvard 
University and was named the 2019 Murrey Marder Nieman Fellow in Watchdog Journalism. In 2018, she won the 
Sunshine Award from the Society of Professional Journalists. The Herald's statehouse bureau is a joint operation 
with the Tampa Bay Times' statehouse staff. Please support her work with a digital subscription. You can reach her 
at meklas@miamiherald.com  and on Twitter @MaryEllenKlas. 

Rodent activity temporarily shuts 
down Sarasota sub shop for 2nd 
time, health dept. says 
APRIL 11, 2022 2:30 PM 
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NEWS / THE BUZZ ON FLORIDA POLITICS 

DeSantis signs bill to expand 
foster care financial aid to 
caregivers, children 
The legislation will give relatives and non-relatives caring for foster 
children the same amount of money as licensed foster parents. 

0 < 

Gov. Ron Desantis takes gue:tions from reporters during a news conference on Monday, April 11, in Tampa. On 
Tuesday, he signed a bill that expands payments for relatives and nonrelatives who have children placed with them 
in out-of-home care. [ MARTHA ASENCIO-RHINE Times] 

By Ana Ceballos  and Kirby Wilson 

Published Yesterday 
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Tampa Bali Zit1105 
TALLAHASSEE — Gov. Ron DeSantis on Tuesday signed a bill to financially 
benefit more people who care for needy children and help additional children who 
were in the foster care system attend a state college or university. 

The bill will expand access for monthly payments to caregivers of foster children 
by giving relatives and non-relatives the same amount of money as licensed foster 
parents. 

It will also make more foster care children exempt from paying tuition and fees at 
state colleges and universities. The state already allows certain foster youth to 
receive a tuition and fee exemption. But the bill, which takes effect July 1, will 
expand the criteria to the following kids who have gone through the shelter 
system, have been through dependency proceedings or have had their parents' 

rights terminated: 

• Kids who are or were in out-of-home care. 
• Children who spent at least 18 months in out-of-home care but who were 

reunited with their parents. 
• Kids who were adopted after being in the care of the state. 

• Kids who were placed in permanent guardianship and remain there until 
turning 18, or who enrolled in an eligible institution before turning 18. 

"All these kids deserve an opportunity and we're going to do what we can to make 
sure that their dreams and hopes and aspirations can become a reality in a loving 
home," DeSantis said. 

DeSantis signed the bill (SB 7034) at Miami Dade College, alongside Lt. Gov. 
Jeanette Nuilez, Senate President Wilton Simpson and other state lawmakers, 
including Sens. Ileana Garcia, R-Miami, and Manny Diaz, R-Hialeah. 

Nufiez said Miami Dade College is a "symbol of hope and opportunity for so many 
in our community," and has a "strong network of support for students 
transitioning from foster care." 

RELATED: DeSantis sians bill aimed at addressing 'decline of fatherhood' 
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Tampa Bali 'Times 
Simpson, who was adopted at the age of 6, said the bill is taking a "holistic" 
approach to helping vulnerable children while they are in the system and as they 
exit it. 

He lauded that the bill aims to create parity with the rate currently paid to licensed 
foster care and certain relative and non-relative caregivers, and how the tuition 
waiver could have long-term impact on vulnerable children's lives. 

"Think of how many other problems in our society we might solve, right?" 
Simpson said. 

DeSantis said the bill is a commitment to "adoption and foster care," and that it 
sends a clear message that Florida is committed "to the proposition that every life 
counts." 

UP NEXT: Judge signs off on 24-hour waiting period for abortions in Florida 

ANA CEBALLOS 
Times/Herald Tallahassee Bureau 

KIRBY WILSON 
Tallahassee Correspondent 

YOU MIGHT ALSO LIKE 

More Florida school districts consider tax referendums to boost their budgets 

3 hours ago 
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More than 14,000 Miami Dade College Grads Will 
Earn Degrees in 2022 

This year's graduates will walk at three commencement ceremonies on April 23 

Miami, April 12, 2022 - Demonstrating steely resolve and hard work, more than 14,000 Miami 
Dade College (MDC) students will earn degrees this month. Graduates will make the momentous 
walk across the stage at three outdoor commencement ceremonies Saturday, April 23, at 
loanDepot park, home of the Miami Marlins. 

Ceremonies will take place at 8:30 a.m. (North, Padron and West Campuses), 1:30 p.m. (Wolfson, 
Medical and Homestead Campuses) and 6:30 p.m. (Kendall and Hialeah Campuses). In addition, 
ceremonies will be livestream at www.mdc.edu/livestream.  

MDC's 2022 graduates represent 124 nationalities and speak more than 60 languages. Many are 
already making significant contributions in their communities and blazing trails in their respective 
fields, including computer science, business, healthcare, the arts, and more. 

Meet some of this year's outstanding graduates: 

Hialeah Campus 

Pre nursing major Camilo Rivas, 20, helped care for his grandmother who has advanced dementia 
since he was in the seventh grade. Living through that experience fueled his interest in the field of 
nursing and prepared him with the experience and necessary social skills to help patients. At MDC, he 
found a mentor in philosophy professor Dr. Josh Sheptow and was involved in the philosophy club. 
Rivas, who was diagnosed with ADHD, has used this condition to challenge himself to excel. He has 
maintained a perfect 4.0 GPA and hopes to be accepted into MDC's prestigious nursing program next 
with the goal of eventually becoming a nurse practitioner. 

Nelson Rubio, 29, will graduate with a bachelor's degree in applied science in supervision and 
management. Born and raised in Hialeah, Rubio, and his sister, who is enrolled in the physician 
assistant program at MDC Medical Campus, are first in their family to go to college. He was drawn to 
MDC's flexible classes and found a supportive environment that encouraged him to live up to his and 
get involved in extra-curricular activities. He is Student Government Association President, Phi Theta 
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Kappa Vice-President, member of the Philosophy Club and a Scholar's Mentor. He was an Academic 
Excellence Award recipient and is on the Dean's List. Rubio plans to attend the University of Miami to 
pursue a master's degree in business and eventually become an entrepreneur in real-estate. 

Homestead Campus 

Jazmin Laughlin, 19, came to MDC as a Licensed Practical Nurse (LPN) and graduated high school at 
the top of her class. At MDC she majored in biology with the goal of one day becoming an 
anesthesiologist. She completed HIV research under the guidance of Dr. Nia Madison, Director of HIV 
Research and Assistant Professor of Microbiology at Homestead Campus, and helped spread 
awareness about blood disorders, mental health, and breast cancer. Born with Factor VII Deficiency, a 
rare bleeding disorder, she knows what is like to live with health challenges. Scratches, bruises or cuts 
could seriously endanger her life, but none of this was an obstacle for Laughlin, who also became a 
member of Phi Theta Kappa, TRIO Student Support Services and as President of the Student 
Government Association, among other organizations and clubs. She also works as a school nurse at 
MAST Academy and Homestead Middle School. 

Business major Lisbet Hernandez, 19, is the daughter of Mexican migrant workers who were only 
able to obtain a fifth-grade education. Born in Miami and raised in Homestead, Hernandez was part 
of the College Assistance Migrant Program (CAMP). Shortly after the onset of the pandemic, she 
launched an online clothing boutique, which is still going strong and has become her main source of 
income. Running a full-time business while keeping her grades up full-time was a challenge, but 
fueled her desire to succeed. She was the recipient of the Florida Prepaid Scholarship and the MDC 
College Assistance Migrant Program Scholarship. In addition to her degree, she leaves MDC with a 
Business Specialist Certificate. She plans to continue growing as an entrepreneur owning various 
businesses and giving back to the farmworker community by helping, encouraging, and guiding 
students like her. 

Kendall Campus 

Economics major Edgar Rodriguez, 19, will graduate with a perfect 4.0 GPA and leaves behind an 
impressive legacy as the founder and co-president of Future Finance Leaders, the first dedicated 
finance club at MDC Kendall Campus, where he helped close the financial literacy gap among fellow 
students and collaborated with local wealth management firms to secure internship opportunities for 
club members. He also worked with MDC's Miguel B. Fernandez Family School of Global Business, 
Trade & Transportation and the Business Innovation & Technology (BIT) Center on curriculum 
development for the College's new financial technology program and joined the investment 
committee that helped shape MDC's first Student Managed Investment Fund (SMIF). Rodriguez also 
founded and was vice president of the Kendall Campus Chess Club and a Phi Theta Kappa member. 
He aspires to continue his education and spread his knowledge of wealth management and finance 
both as a professional and professor. 
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Janelly Ceopa, 20, from Lima, Peru, is a celebrated member of MDC's famed Volleyball Lady Sharks. 
She will graduate with an associate degree in business administration and become first in her family 
to get a college degree. Ceopa had to balance courses to learn English with academics and athletics. 
Determined to succeed, she adapted quickly and even found on-campus employment in the 
International Student Services Department. With a cumulative GPA of 3.75, she has made it to the 
Dean's List three times. As part of the Lady Sharks, in 2021 she won the FCSAA State Championship, 
was selected Most Outstanding Player in the Tournament and named to the All-Tournament Team. 
She is headed to the University of North Florida, where she has been offered a full athletic 
scholarship, and will pursue a bachelor's degree in marketing. She dreams of becoming a business 
owner and owning a hotel. 

Medical Campus 

Surgical technology major Wesley Santelises, 35, is also the first in his family to graduate from 
college. A father of three children, Santelises currently holds three part-time jobs to make ends meet. 
He came to MDC motivated by the flexible schedule the College offers for working adults and with the 
desire to obtain better opportunities to support his family through an education. Along the way, he 
also found inspiring professors who took a genuine interest in his success. He was a Black Student 
Opportunity Scholar, recipient of the Bank of America Upskill Scholarship and other grants. His next 
goal is to become an anesthesiologist. 

At two-years-old, massage therapy major Andrew Schreiber, 23, was adopted by two blind parents, 
who a year later, adopted his biological brother so they could grow up together. Schreiber was 
inspired to become a massage therapist by his father, who runs the Schreiber Pain Relief Institute, a 
very successful practice that has treated numerous professional athletes from the world of hockey, 
basketball and football, including Shaquille O'Neal and Dan Marino. While attending MDC, he gained 
experience working at his dad's clinic performing active isolated stretching on patients. His goal is to 
obtain his license and continue learning from his father. One day he hopes to continue his father's 
work at the clinic with help from his close friend and classmate James Milton. 

North Campus 

Biology Major, Angelica McCalla, 20, was inspired to attend MDC's prestigious The Honors College. 
She was convinced the program would equip her with the knowledge and experiences necessary to 
follow a career path toward medical school. While employed as a Registered Pharmacy Technician, 
the she was active as a STEM Research Intern and in several organizations including Global Medical 
Brigades of which she was president; Doctors without Borders, Phi Beta Lambda, Phi Theta Kappa 
and NAMI, the National Alliance on Mental Illness. The daughter of Jamaican and Philippine 
immigrants, her academic effort was recognized with several accolades, including The Florida 
Pathways to Success S-STEM Scholarship; the BDO Seidman, LLP Scholarship and a nomination to the 
prestigious Barry Goldwater Scholarship. She also remained on the Dean's List. She will pursue her 
dream of becoming a physician in the future. 

https://news.mdc.edu/press_release/more-than-14000-miami-dade-college-grads-will-earn-degrees-in-2022/ 	 3/5 



4/13/22, 9:42 AM 	 More than 14,000 Miami Dade College Grads Will Earn Degrees in 2022 I MDC News 

Meanwhile, Aleen Almesmar, 20, dreams of one day becoming a cardiologist and saving lives. Born 
in Miami, the biology major, whose parents immigrated from war-torn Lebanon, made the most of 
her time at MDC, also serving as Board of Trustees Student Representative and President of the 
Student Government Association. Through the latter, she hosted monthly food drives delivering over 
1000 food packages to students and families in need. She also worked part-time while attending 
school and volunteered at the Earth Ethics Institute and with Relief for Haiti, collecting and donating 
medical and hygiene supplies after the 2021 earthquake. Almesmar was the recipient of the Civic 
Action Award, conferred by MDC's Institute for Civic Engagement and Democracy, and the American 
Dream Scholarship. She is also an accomplished violinist and hopes to one day play professionally. 

Padron Campus 

Economics major, Susana Piedrahita, 20, has logged in more than 200 service hours for initiatives 
that include the H.E.A.L from Within Project in support of individuals with mental health disorders for 
which she helped raise over $20,000, earning her a proclamation from Commissioner Eileen Higgins, 
and the nonprofit Blue Missions Group to help create a potable water system to benefit a community 
of more than 30 families in the Dominican Republic. She was also active in school organizations, such 
as Phi Theta Kappa, which she presided; Hermione's Army; Phi Beta Lambda and as director of the 
Global Solutions Sustainability Challenge. Born in Manizales, Colombia, Piedrahita plans to pursue a 
degree in corporate law at the University of Miami to represent nonprofit organizations. 

Born and raised in Santa Lucia, a small colonial town in Honduras, Daniela Cerrato's parents moved 
the family to the U.S. when she was 13 to get away from violence and provide their children better 
educational opportunities. Now, at 19 years-old, Cerrato takes nothing for granted, pursuing her 
goals with determination while in the process of seeking political asylum. At the Honors College, she 
found guidance and support to reach her potential. Cerrato divided her time between the Honors 
College Dual Language Program and student organizations, such as Future Business Leaders of 
America-Phi Beta Lambda, of which she was Vice President; Phi Theta Kappa; The Mentorship 
Program; and as a senator of the Student Government Association while maintaining a 4.0 GPA. The 
business major hopes to develop sustainable business assistance programs to support small 
entrepreneurs. 

West Campus 

Business administration major Maria Bracamonte, 19, arrived in the U.S. from Venezuela during her 
senior year in high school. She was lacking essential requirements for graduation and was told that 
fulfilling them would take two years. Undeterred, she went to work and did it all in one-year. She 
continued to excel at MDC, maintaining a 4.0 GPA and making the dean's list on numerous occasions. 
She was Phi Theta Kappa president and participated in Future Business Leaders of America Phi Beta 
Lambda and Student Government Association. She was also a Dream Award Scholar, an English 
Composition I Scholar and a 2022 All Florida Academic Team Scholar. Bracamonte also completed 
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more than 200 community service hours. Her long-term goal is to become a financial analyst and set 
up a company that allows her to give back to the community and offer growth opportunities to 
minorities. 

Alejandro Espinoza, 30, graduates with a bachelor's degree in supply chain management. Arriving 
from Havana, Cuba at age 14 and with almost no parental support, he learned to rely on himself and 
worked hard to get where he is today. He wanted to succeed and also inspire his younger sister. At 
MDC he found just the program he was looking for and drew inspiration from mentors such as 
business professor Carlos Erban, with whom he built a strong friendship. Espinoza maintained a 3.91 
GPA and participated in Sigma Beta Delta and The National Society of Leadership and Success while 
working full-time. After MDC, he plans to pursue a master's degree at the University of South Florida 
where he will be one of only 25 students accepted into the Supply Chain Management Program. He 
aspires to apply his knowledge toward solving Miami's public transportation issues. 

Wolfson Campus 

Computer Science major, Sami Katta, 19, lived in his native Damascus, Syria until age 11 when his 
parents made the difficult decision to leave their country due to civil war. They emigrated to Haiti in 
2013, where his father worked in finance for the United Nations, and in 2017, they moved to Miami. 
Katta joined MDC's acclaimed Honors College and participated in volunteer activities with Planned 
Parenthood and the nonprofit Miami-Dade Area Health Education Center (AHEC), raising awareness 
about diabetes. In 2018, he overcame his own health challenge when he successfully shed 80 pounds 
with diet and exercise. He was the recipient of the Mark Richard Scholarship, conferred by the United 
Faculty of Miami Dade College (UFMDC); won third place in the Datathon hosted by MDC and earned 
a Bloomberg Terminal Certification. Fluent in Arabic, English and French, Katta's career goal is to 
become a software developer and to launch a tech startup in the future. 

When Nivia Lascaibar, 58, gets her bachelor's degree in applied studies, she will be earning her third 
degree at MDC. In 2014 she received an associate in paralegal Studies and in 2015 an associate in 
pre-law. And she did it while balancing work, life and challenges along the way, including divorce, 
raising two sons as a single parent and working full-time in the legal field since 1987. Today, both her 
sons are college graduates, one of which received his associate at the same commencement 
ceremony. Lascaibar is not done with school just yet. She plans on seeking additional certifications in 
human resources and become a NALA-certified paralegal. She's also considering an MBA. 
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USCB FINANCIAL HOLDINGS, INC. APPOINTS 
MARIA C. ALONSO TO ITS BOARD OF 
DIRECTORS 

USCB Financial Holdings, Inc. (the "Company") (NASDAQ: USCB) and its wholly 
owned subsidiary, U.S. Century Bank (the "Bank"), announced today the 
appointment of Maria C. Alonso as an independent director of both the Company 
and the Bank. 

Ms. Alonso, a highly respected business executive with a proven track record 
spanning more than 25 years across banking, marketing, social responsibility, and 
community engagement, most recently served as the President and CEO of United 
Way Miami, one of the region's largest philanthropies, from 2017 through 2021. 

"Maria brings decades of corporate experience, philanthropic leadership, and deep 
community ties across South Florida, making her an incredible addition to our 
board," said Luis de la Aguilera, President and CEO of the Company and the Bank. 
"She's a dynamo with tremendous energy and know-how that will help us realize 
our vision to be the best community bank in Florida." 

Under her strategic direction at United Way Miami, Ms. Alonso managed the 
community's largest funder of health and human services while overseeing a $40 



million dollar budget and more than 250 staff members across multiple locations, as 
well as a diverse Board of Directors comprised of private and public sector leaders. 

"I am honored to join the U.S. Century Bank family at such an exciting time," said 
Ms. Alonso. "I look forward to leveraging my experience in support of the Bank's 
growth goals and commitment to giving back to the communities it serves." 

Ms. Alonso earned a Master of Business Administration (MBA) degree from Florida 
International University and is a Cum Laude graduate from the University of Miami 
with a Bachelor of Science degree in Industrial Engineering. 

Her involvement in community organizations has included: New World School of the 
Arts (past Executive Committee Chair), Leadership Florida, International Women's 
Forum, Greater Miami Chamber of Commerce (past Board Chair), Miami-Dade 
Beacon Council (past One Community, One Goal Co-Chair), Camillus House, Miami 
Dade College Foundation, The Miami Foundation, and Teach for America. Ms. Alonso 
is a recognized community leader having received numerous awards celebrating her 
civic, business, and philanthropic contributions to the South Florida community. 

About USCB Financial Holdings, Inc. 

USCB Financial Holdings, Inc. is the bank holding company for U.S. Century Bank. 
Established in 2002, U.S. Century Bank is one of the largest community banks 
headquartered in Miami, and one of the largest community banks in the state of 
Florida. U.S. Century Bank is rated 5-Stars by BauerFinancial, the nation's leading 
independent bank rating firm. U.S. Century Bank offers customers a wide range of 
financial products and services and supports numerous community organizations, 
including the Greater Miami Chamber of Commerce, the South Florida Hispanic 
Chamber of Commerce, and ChamberSouth. For more information or to find a U.S. 
Century Bank banking center near you, please call (305) 715-5200 or 
visit www.uscentury.com. 

rsi  

f Ark 

https://communitynewspapers.com/coral-gables-news/uscb-financial-holdings-inc-appoints-maria-c-alonso-to-

its-board-of-directors/  
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VIDEO: Leyla McCalla Shares Live Performance of 
New Track 'Dodinin' 
McCalla's new album will be released on May 6. 

by Michael Major Apr 12, 2022 
	 0 	Ei 

Less than one month from the release of her new album 'Breaking 
The Thermometer', cellist, banjo player and vocalist Leyla McCalla 
has shared a live performance of the new track "Dodinin." 

" "Dodinin" in Haitian Kreyol means "rocking" and is meant to 
evoke the image of the slave master on his porch, rocking in his 
rocking chair," McCalla said of the track's meaning. "I found this 
song on an album by a group called Atis Independan - a 

collective of Haitian artists in exile in New York in the 1980s. The song says, it is us who bake the 
bread and it's us who get burned, it's us who make the bed and its us who sleep on the earth.' This 
song is about revolution and really serves as a tribute to the revolutionary spirit of the enslaved 
peoples of Saint Domingue who overthrew the colonial powers and created the nation state of Haiti." 

Born out of a multi-disciplinary theater project commissioned by Duke University, which acquired the 
complete Radio Haiti archives in 2016, 'Breaking The Thermometer' combines original compositions 
and traditional Haitian tunes with historical broadcasts and contemporary interviews to forge an 
immersive sonic journey through a half century of racial, social, and political unrest. 

The music is captivating, fueled by rich, sophisticated melodic work and intoxicating Afro-Caribbean 
rhythms, and the juxtaposition of voices-English and Krey61, personal and political, anecdotal and 
journalistic-is similarly entrancing, raising the dead as it shines a light on the enduring spirit of the 
Haitian people. McCalla isn't just some detached observer here, though; she writes with great insight 
and introspection, examining her own journey of growth and self-discovery as she uncovers the 
Radio Haiti story and the inextricable ties that bind us all to it. 

"Haiti's always seen as this far-away place," McCalla says, "but were far more connected as 
Americans than we realize. Haiti was the first independent Black nation in the western hemisphere. Its 
very existence was and remains a threat to colonial power. At the same time, though, it symbolizes a 
lot about injustice and oppression around the world. When we talk about 'Black Lives Matter,' Haiti is 
a huge part of that." 

https://www.broadwayworld.com/bwwmusic/articleNIDEO-Leyla-McCalla-Shares-Live-Performance-of-New-Track-Dodinin-20220412 	 1/5 
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The mix of musical performance and spoken word recordings also establishes a template for much of 
what's to come on the album. The mesmerizing "Fort Dimanche," for instance, uses both original 
songwriting and archival audio to tell of the infamous Fort Dimanche political prison used by the 
Duvalier regime to interrogate, torture, and execute suspected dissidents; the meditative "Ekzile" 
underpins journalist Michele Montas' recollections of being forced to flee her home country with 
brooding layers of cello and percussion; and the previously mentioned "Dodinin," which arrives after 
a poem of refugee desperation written and read by another assassinated journalist, Richard Brisson, 
gives voice to the pain and frustration of the working poor. 

"I actually learned that song years ago from an old Smithsonian Folkways record," says McCalla, "and 
it is a song of revolution, of the poor rising up against the ruling class, and it just felt so emblematic 
of Haitian social dynamics from colonial times straight through to today." 

Later this month McCalla will perform at New Orleans Jazz & Heritage Festival and the Breaking The 
Thermometer theatre work will be shown at Miami Dade College in early May. That will be followed 
by a run of June West coast tour dates with Neko Case. All upcoming shows are listed below. 

Watch the new performance video here: 

Tour Dates 
4/29 - New Orleans, LA - New Orleans Jazz & Heritage Festival 
5/6 - Miami, FL - Miami Dade College # 
5/20 - Charlotte, NC - Welcoming Interactive Conference A 
6/18 - Fayetteville, AR - Roots HQ 
6/7 - Pioneertown, CA - Pappy & Harriet's * 
6/8 - San Diego, CA - Humphrey's Concerts By The Bay * 

https //www.broadwayworld.com/bwwmusic/article/VIDEO-Leyla-McCalla-Shares-Live-Performance-of-New-Track-Dodinin-20220412 	 2/5 
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Miami Dade College to Illuminate Freedom Tower 
Blue & Green for National Donate Life April 22 

Miami, April 12, 2022 - Miami Dade College (MDC) will illuminate its historic Freedom Tower blue 

and green at sunset, Friday, April 22, for National Donate Life Blue & Green Day to bring 

awareness to organ, eye and tissue donation as a way to save lives. 

This observance offers hope to more than 100,000 men, women, and children across the 
country waiting for a lifesaving transplant. In Florida, there are more than 5,300 men, women, 
and children waiting for an organ transplant. On average, 20 people die each day due to lack of 
available organs. In addition, every nine minutes a new name is added to the transplant waiting list. 
Every donor can save eight lives and enhance up to 250 with tissue and eye donation. 

Blue & Green Day is part of National Donate Life Month in April, a national effort to focus 
attention on organ, eye and tissue donation and transplantation. 

Registering is fast and easy with the Medical ID tab of your iPhone Health app 
(https://support.apple.com/en-us/HT207021)  or at DonateLifeFlorida.org  

(https://www.donatelifeflorida.org/)  and provides a way for people to make their wishes to be an 
organ, eye, and tissue donor known. It also provides legal, first-person authorization for organs to be 
donated, removing the burden of decision-making from families during an already difficult time. 
Joining the registry can also be done when applying for a Florida state ID card or driver's license. For 
more information or to register as a donor, visit DonateLifeFlorida.org  

(https://www.donatelifeflorida.org/)  

About Life Alliance Organ Recovery Agency 

Life Alliance Organ Recovery Agency (LAORA), a division of the University of Miami Department of 
Surgery, functions as a non-profit service organization that obtains organs for clinical transplantation 
throughout Southeast Florida and transports them to transplant centers in the United States. LAORA 
is dedicated to improving the effectiveness of organ, eye, and tissue donation. Learn more at 
https://tinyurl.com/d865fakz  (https://tinyurl.com/d865fakz)  

WHAT: 	MDC to Illuminate Freedom Tower for National Donate Life Blue & Green Day 

WHEN: 	Friday, April 22, at sunset 

https://news.mdc.edu/press_release/miami-dade-college-to-illuminate-freedom-tower-blue-green-for-national-donate-life-april-22/ 	 1/2 
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WHERE: 	MDC's Freedom Tower, 600 Biscayne Blvd 

For more information, please contact George Yacoubian at gxy144@miami.edu  

(mailto:gxy144@miami.edu).  

https://news.mdc.edu/press_release/miami-dade-college-to-illuminate-freedom-tower-blue-green-for-national-donate-life-april-22/ 	 2/2 



Miami Dade College To Illuminate Freedom 
Tower Blue & Green For National Donate Life 
April 22 

Miami, April 12, 2022 - Miami Dade College (MDC) will illuminate its historic Freedom 

Tower blue and green at sunset, Friday, April 22, for National Donate Life Blue & Green 
Day to bring awareness to organ, eye and tissue donation as a way to save lives. 
This observance offers hope to more than 100,000 men, women, and children across the 
country waiting for a lifesaving transplant. In Florida, there are more than 5,300 men, 
women, and children waiting for an organ transplant. On average, 20 people die each day 
due to lack of available organs. In addition, every nine minutes a new name is added to the 
transplant waiting list. Every donor can save eight lives and enhance up to 250 with tissue and 
eye donation. 
Blue & Green Day is part of National Donate Life Month in April, a national effort to focus 
attention on organ, eye and tissue donation and transplantation. 
Registering is fast and easy with the Medical ID tab of your iPhone Health app  or 

at DonateLifeFlorida.orq  and provides a way for people to make their wishes to be an organ, 
eye, and tissue donor known. It also provides legal, first-person authorization for organs to be 
donated, removing the burden of decision-making from families during an already difficult time. 
Joining the registry can also be done when applying for a Florida state ID card or driver's 
license. For more information or to register as a donor, visit DonateLifeFlorida.orq 

About Life Alliance Organ Recovery Agency  
Life Alliance Organ Recovery Agency (LAORA), a division of the University of Miami 
Department of Surgery, functions as a non-profit service organization that obtains organs for 
clinical transplantation throughout Southeast Florida and transports them to transplant centers 
in the United States. LAORA is dedicated to improving the effectiveness of organ, eye, and 
tissue donation. Learn more at https://tinyurl.com/d865fakz  

WHAT: MDC to Illuminate Freedom Tower for National Donate Life Blue & Green Day 
WHEN: Friday, April 22, at sunset 
WHERE: MDC's Freedom Tower, 600 Biscayne Blvd 
For more information, please contact George Yacoubian at gxy144miami.edu. 

http://www.publicnow.cornIview/980600851A8AE08451AAB4F65E3B88763FDEBE91  
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DREAM COME TRUE 
Wonderful things have 

been said and written 
about new Supreme Court 
Justice Ketanji Brown 
Jackson, but we should 
also acknowldge those 
most responsible for her 
achievements: her, parents, 
Ellery and John Brown. 

I enjoyed many social 
occasions with them, and I 
worked with Ellery when 
she was the principal at 
New World School of Arts. 
They believe great things 
are possible in America, 
and they worked hard to 
make them come true, for 
themselves and for their 
children. They exemplify 
the American Dream. 

- Renee S. Lieberman, 
Coconut Grove 
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The Soul Of Miami 
What are you doing tonight? 

T 	You 
Tube 641ev  

Front Page 4/13/22 

FULL CALENDAR 

• KAORI Miami Bar Takeover with Beaker & Gray and The 
Sylvester 4/13/22 

• Music in the Park at Gulfstream Park Village 4/13/22 
• Miami Film Festival 4/4/22 — 4/13/22 
• Wellness Wednesdays at Dania Pointe 2/9/22, 3/9/22, 

4/13/22 
• Space Adventure Immersive Exhibit 4/7/22 — 4/30/22 

Click here to add your event to our calendar for FREE! 

   

Get Social 

  

APHS R E C 

  

   

• Pictures of the South Beach Wine and Food Festival 5/23/21 
• Photographs — Dogfish Head Brewery Media Preview on 5/18/21 
• Reflections of South Beach Wine and Food Festival Grand Tasting 

on 2/23/20 
• Reflections of Taste Jamaica at #SoBeWFF on 2/21/20 
• Reflections of Miami Rum Congress 2020 on 2/8/20 
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Support 

 

Do you love Soul Of Miami? 
Maybe you could drop a 
nickel in the bucket to keep 
us going? 

Donate 
tA ri 

fldvertire 

 

 

Soul Of Miami Partners 
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NEWLY ADDED EVENTS 
BELOW 

Thank you for using Soul Of Miami! 

Share: 

Shop at AmazonSmile 
and Amazon will make 

a donation to: 

Life Is Art 
Got started 

amazon 

G Posted in Front Page 

Categories 

<— The LOOP Fort Lauderdale Beach to Host Friday Night Sound Waves 
Presented by the City of Fort Lauderdale's Beach Business Improvement 

	 Select Category 

District 4/22/22 
Celebrate Mothers Day at Bulla Gastrobar Coral Gables! 5/8/22 , 

Copyright © 2022 The Soul Of Miami I Design by ThemesDNA.com  
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Koubek Center presents 

FLAMENCO ON TWO SHORES 
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The Soul Of Miami 
What are you doing tonight? 

f 	0 You 
Tube 6411r  

Flamenco On Two Shores at Koubek 
Center 4/20/22 

Flamenco On Two Shores at Koubek Center 
Wednesday, 04/20/2022-, 08:00 pm-09:30 pm 
Koubek 
Center at 
Miami Dade 
College 
2705 SW, 3rd 
Street, 
Miami, 
Florida, 33135 
Buy Tickets 
Cost: $15 

Requiring social 

distancing? NO 
Requiring 
masks? 

OPTIONAL 
Providing hand 

sanitizer? YES 

Flamenco En Dos Orillas is an artistic residency featuring the unique 
collaboration between artists from Spain and local artists from Miami who 
will work together for a week to create a new work to be presented to the 
community as a public event. From Jerez de la Frontera, Santiago Lara, 
one the most respected names in the new generation of Spanish 
guitarists, will be joined by Miami's own la "Princesa del Son" Leslie 
Cartaya and one of Miami's most sought out percussionist, Venezuelan 
musician Adolfo Herrera to develop a new work that fuses the musical 
traditions of these three talented artists. 
WHAT: FLAMENCO EN DOS ORILLAS 

www.soulofmiami.org/2022/04/12/flamenco-on-two-shores-at-koubek-center-4-20-22/ 	 1/2 
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WHEN: Wednesday April 20th @ 8PM — Leslie Cartaya, Santiago Lara and 	Shop at AmazonSmile 
Adolfo Herrera 	 and Amazon will make 
WHERE: Koubek Center's theatre 2705 SW 3rd St. Miami, FI, 33135 

	 a donation to: 

INDOOR EVENT — Free Parking 
	 Life Is Art 

Thank you for using Soul Of Miami! 
	 Get started 

amazon 
Share: 

Wp. Posted in Miami, Music Performance V Tagged 4/20/22 

4-- The Secret Jungle at La Otra 4/23/22 
Flamenco Sound Series at Koubek Center 4/24/22 

Categories 

Select Category Ne• 
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Koubek Center presents 

FLAMENCO SOUND SERIES 
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The Soul Of Miami 
What are you doing tonight? 

You 
Tube f 

Flamenco Sound Series at Koubek 
Center 4/24/22 

Flamenco Sound Series at Koubek Center 
Sunday, 04/24/2022-, 05:00 pm-06:30 pm 
Koubek 
Center at 
Miami Dade 
College 
2705 SW, 3rd 
Street, 
Miami, 
Florida, 33135 
Buy Tickets 
Cost: $15 

Requiring social 

distancing? NO 
Requiring 
masks? 

OPTIONAL 
Providing hand 

sanitizer? YES 

We continue with Flamenco Sound Series which features a musical and 
dance recital between Jerez's David Carpio, known for his interest in 
taking traditional Flamenco to a new place, who will be joined by long-
time collaborator Francisco Vinuesa on guitar. As is Carpio's style to 
collaborate with other artists, the Spanish artists will be joined by Miami's 
Irene Lozano who will add a touch of dance to this authentic Flamenco 
musical recital. 
WHAT: Flamenco Festival Sound Series 
WHEN: Sunday April 24th @ 5PM — David Carpio — Irene Lozano —
Francisco Vinuesa 

www.soulofmiami.org/2022/04/12/flamenco-sound-series-at-koubek-center-4-24-22/  
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WHERE: Koubek Center's theatre 2705 SW 3rd St. Miami, FI, 33135 
INDOOR EVENT — Free Parking 

Thank you for using Soul Of Miami! 

Share: 

Shop at AmazonSmile 
and Amazon will make 

a donation to: 

Life Is Art 
Get started 

amazon 
Posted in Miami, Music Performance V Tagged 4/24/22 

Flamenco On Two Shores at Koubek Center 4/20/22 

	

The LOOP Fort Lauderdale Beach to Host Friday Night Sound Waves Presented 
	Categories 
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Copyright © 2022 The Soul Of Miami Design by ThemesDNA.com  

www.soulofmiami.org/2022/04/12/flamenco-sound-series-at-koubek-center-4-24-22/ 	 2/2 



MIERCOLES 13 DE ABRIL 2022 
ELNUEVOHERALD.COM  

el Nuevo Herald 

  

Mas beneficios a los 
guardianes y ninos de 
sistema de acogida 
POR ANA CEBALLOS 
Y KIRBY WILSON 
aceballos@miamiherald.com  

E l gobernador Ron 
DeSantis firm6 el 
marten un proyec-
to de ley para 

beneficiar econornica-
mente a mas personas que 
cuidan de ninos necesita-
dos y ayudar a que mas 
ninos que estuvieron en el 
sistema de acogida asis-
tan a un instituto superior 
o una universidad estatal. 

El proyecto de ley am-
Oath el acceso a los pa-
gos mensuales a los cui-
dadores de ninos en el 
sistema de acogida, dan-
do a los familiares y no 
familiares la misma canti-
dad de dinero que a los 
padres de acogida con 
licencia. 

Tambien hard que mas 
ninos en el sistema de 
acogida ester' exentos de 
pagar las colegiaturas y 
las cuotas en las universi- 

dades e institutos superio-
res estatales. El estado ya 
permite a ciertos jovenes 
del regimen de acogida 
recibir una exencion de 
inscripcion y cuotas. Pero 
el proyecto de ley, que 
entrard en vigor el 1 de 
julio, ampliard los crite-
rios a los siguientes ninos 
que hayan pasado por el 
sistema de acogida, hayan 
sido sometidos a procedi-
mientos de dependencia o 
se les hayan suspendido 
los derechos de sus pa-
dres: 

• Niiios que esten o 
hayan estado en el siste-
ma de acogida fuera del 
hogar. 

• Nilios que pasaron al 
menos 18 meses en el 
sistema de acogida fuera 
del hogar familiar pero 
que se reunieron con sus 
padres. 

• Niiios que fueron 
adoptados despues de 
estar al cuidado del esta-
do. 

VEA AYUDA, 4A 

MARTHA ASENCIO-RHINE Tampa Bay Times/TNS 

EL GOBERNADOR Ron DeSantis, toma de la mano a su 
hija Madison en una conferencia de prensa el lunes en el 
AdventHealth Training Center en Tampa. 



VIENE DE LA 3A 

AYUDA 
Nifios que fueron 

colocados bajo tutela 
permanente y permane-
cieron alli hasta cumplir 
los 18 gun, o que se ins-
cribieron en una institu-
chin elegible antes de 
cumplir los 18 alias. 

"Todos estos niftos 
merecen una oportunidad 
y vamos a hacer lo que 
podamos para asegurar-
nos de que sus sueftos, 
esperanzas y aspiraciones 
puedan hacerse realidad 
en un hogar amoroso", 
dijo DeSantis. 

DeSantis firmo el pro-
yecto de ley (HB 7034) en 
el Miami. Dade College, 
junto con la vicegoberna- 

dora Jeanette Nunez, el 
presidente del Senado 
Wilton Simpson y otros 
legisladores estatales, 
entre ellos los senadores 
Ileana Garcia, republicana 
de Miami, y Manny Diaz, 
republicano de Hialeah. 

Ntifiez dijo que el Mia-
mi Dade College es un 
"simbolo de esperanza y 
oportunidad para muchos 
en nuestra comunidad" y 
tiene una "fuerte red de 
apoyo para los estudiantes 
en transicion que salen del 
sistema de acogida". 

Simpson, quien fue 
adoptado a los 6 aims, dijo 
que el proyecto de ley 
tiene un enfoque "inte-
gral" para ayudar a los 
nifios vulnerables mien-
tras estan en el sistema y 
cuando salen de el. 

Elogio que el proyecto  

de ley tenga como objeti-
vo crear una paridad con 
la tarifa que se paga ac-
tualrriente a los hogares 
de acogida con licencia y a 
ciertos cuidadores familia-
res y no familiares, y có-
mo la exencion de las 
colegiaturas pudiera tener 
'un impacto a largo plazo 
en la vida de los nifios 
vulnerables. 

"Piensa en cuantos 
otros problemas de nues 
tra sociedad podriamos 
resolver, cierto?", dijo 
Simpson. 

DeSantis dijo que el 
proyecto de ley es un 
compromiso con "la adop-
don y el sistema de acogi-
da", y que envia un men-
saje claro de que la Flori-
da esta comprometida 
"con la propuesta de que 
cada vida cuenta". 
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DeSantis firma ley para ampliar la asistencia 
econeimica a cuidadores y nifios en sistema de 
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El gobernador Ron DeSantis, toma de la mano a su hija Madison en una conferencia de prensa el 11 de abril de 
2022, en el AdventHealth Training Center en Tampa, Florida. MARTHA ASENCIO-RHINE Tampa Bay Times/TNS 

Escuchar este articulo ahora 
Powered by Trinity Audio 

00:00 

1.0x 

03:01 

El gobernador Ron DeSantis firm() el martes un proyecto de ley para beneficiar 
economicamente a mas personas que cuidan de nifios necesitados y ayudar a que 
mas nirios que estuvieron en el sistema de acogida asistan a un instituto superior o 
una universidad estatal. 

El proyecto de ley ampliara el acceso a los pagos mensuales a los cuidadores de 
nirios en el sistema de acogida, dando a los familiares y no familiares la misma 
cantidad de dinero que a los padres de acogida con licencia. 

Tambien hard que mas nirios en el sistema de acogida esten exentos de pagar las 
colegiaturas y las cuotas en las universidades e institutos superiores estatales. El 
estado ya permite a ciertos jOvenes del regimen de acogida recibir una exenciOn 
de inscripción y cuotas. Pero el proyecto de ley, que entrara en vigor el 1 de julio, 
ampliara los criterios a los siguientes nirios que hayan pasado por el sistema de 

https://www.elnuevoherald.com/noticias/florida/article260346675.html 	 2/7 
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acogida, hayan sido sometidos a procedimientos de dependencia o se les hayan 
suspendido los derechos de sus padres: 

• Nirios que es-ten o hayan estado en el sistema de acogida fuera del hogar. 

• Nirios que pasaron al menos 18 meses en el sistema de acogida fuera del hogar 
familiar pero que se reunieron con sus padres. 

• Nirios que fueron adoptados despues de estar al cuidado del estado. 

• Nitios que fueron colocados bajo tutela permanente y permanecieron alli hasta 
cumplir los 18 arios, o que se inscribieron en una instituciOn elegible antes de 
cumplir los 18 arios. 

"Todos estos nirios merecen una oportunidad y vamos a hacer lo que podamos 
para asegurarnos de que sus suerios, esperanzas y aspiraciones puedan hacerse 
realidad en un hogar amoroso", dijo DeSantis. 

DeSantis firm6 el proyecto de ley (HB 7034) en el Miami Dade College, junto con la 
vicegobernadora Jeanette Nariez, el presidente del Senado Wilton Simpson y otros 
legisladores estatales, entre ellos los senadores Ileana Garcia, republicana de 
Miami, y Manny Diaz, republicano de Hialeah. 

Nariez dijo que el Miami Dade College es un "simbolo de esperanza y oportunidad 
para muchos en nuestra comunidad" y tiene una "fuerte red de apoyo para los 
estudiantes en transicion que salen del sistema de acogida". 

Simpson, quien fue adoptado a los 6 arios, dijo que el proyecto de ley tiene un 
enfoque "integral" para ayudar a los nirios vulnerables mientras estan en el 
sistema y cuando salen de el. 

Elogio que el proyecto de ley tenga como objetivo crear una paridad con la tarifa 
que se paga actualmente a los hogares de acogida con licencia y a ciertos 
cuidadores familiares y no familiares, y como la exenciOn de las colegiaturas 
pudiera tener un impacto a largo plazo en la vida de los nitios vulnerables. 

https://www.elnuevoherald.com/noticias/florida/article260346675.html 	 3/7 



SUR DE LA FLORIDA 

Hallan a dos niftos 
muertos en un 
apartamento de 
Miami 
POR DAVID OVALLE Y CHARLES RABIN 

ACTUALIZADO 13 DE ABRIL DE 2022 6:31 AM 

4/13/22, 10:02 AM 	 DeSantis firma un proyecto de ley sobre el sistema de acogida en Miami I El Nuevo Herald 

"Piensa en cuantos otros problemas de nuestra sociedad podriamos resolver, 
zcierto?", dijo Simpson. 

DeSantis dijo que el proyecto de ley es un compromiso con "la adopciOn y el 
sistema de acogida", y que envia un mensaje claro de que la Florida esta 
comprometida "con la propuesta de que cada vida cuenta". 

Walter Mercado: Horciscopo de 
astrologia para hoy martes 12 de 
abril 
11 DE ABRIL DE 2022 8:00 PM 

Escucho un tuido extrario' en el 
automOvil. Cuando llegO la policia, 
descubrio lo que era. Y estaba vivo 
ACTUALIZADO 12 DE ABRIL DE 2022 1:16 PM 

Walter Mercado: HorOscopo de 
astrologia para hoy miercoles 13 de 
abril 
12 DE ABRIL DE 2022 8:00 PM 

Famoso restaurante de carnes 
brasilerio abre local enorme en 
Coral Gables 
ACTUALIZADO 12 DE ABRIL DE 2022 8:36 AM 

f z r► 
La policia de Miami esta investigando Ia 
muerte de dos nifios que fueron encontrados 
atados dentro de un apartamento en el 
vecindario Little River de Miami, despues de 
que una mujer Ilamara al 911. 

La mujer, que se cree que es Ia madre de los 
ninos, llama a la policia el martes por Ia 
noche. El portavoz de Ia policia de Miami, 
Michael Vega, dijo que la Ilamada provino del 

https //www.elnuevoherald.com/noticias/florida/article260346675.html 	 4/7 

Cancha de baloncesto y lujo, la 
mansion que ex jugador del Miami 
Heat vendiO en Pinecrest 
ACTUALIZADO 12 DE ABRIL DE 2022 7:02 AM 
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Es hors de que el Congrefo pruebe 
re formers migratorias y ude a los 
estudiantes de Miami-D 

POR LUISA SANTOS 

e 

LAURA BRACHE Ibrache@newsobservercom 

ESTE ES un tema national. Aqui, miembros y aliados de El Colectivo en Carolina del 
Norte se reunieron frente al Terry Sanford Federal Building para exigir una reforma 
migratoria integral, el 14 de febrero de 2022. 

H e visto y sentido 
de primera ma-
no la necesidad 
de una reforma 

migratoria en Estados 
Unidos. Tambien he sido 
testigo de que el Congreso 
no aprobe una reforma 
migratoria significativa 
como la que propone la 
Dream Act y las estipula-
ciones de alivio migratorio 
que se incluyeron en la 
Build Back Better Act. 

La aprobacion del alivio 
migratorio, como los in-
corporados 

 
 en estos dos 

proyectos de ley, cambiara 
la vida de miles de florida-
nos, ayudara a abordar la 
actual escasez de mano de 
obra, fortalecera nuestra 
economia y apoyara a 
nuestras comunidades 
locales. 

Este tema es personal. 
Yo era un estudiante de 
tercer alio en la preparato-
ria Coral Reef cuando me 
entere de que era indocu-
mentada, y cambia mi 
vida dramaticamente. 

Antes de darme cuenta 
de ello, yo era un estudian-
te estrella que aspiraba a 
asistir a la universidad 
fuera del estado. En un  

momento, se cerraron 
todas estas puertas abier-
tas de posibilidades. Gra-
cias a la orientation de 
mis maestros, pude inscri-
birme en el Miami Dade 
Honors College, mientras 
mi familia y yo tratabamos 
de conseguir un estatus 
migratorio legal. Me sien-
to increiblemente afortu-
nada de haber tenido estas 
oportunidades, ya que la 
mayoria de los migrantes 
indocumentados se en-
frentan a barreras que les 
impiden cursar estudios 
superiores y obtener un 
empleo. 

Tras graduarme en la 
Universidad de George-
town y conseguir el esta-
tus migratorio de residen-
te permanente, funde 
Lulu's Ice Cream. 

En Lulu's, tratamos a 
nuestros clientes y a la 
comunidad como una 
familia y trabajamos jun-
tos para ayudar a todos a 
tener exito. Eso incluye 
comprar nuestros ingre-
dientes a pequerias em-
presas locales y ofrecer 
programas para que todos 
los empleados reciban 
capacitaciOn financiera y 
asesoramiento universita- 

rio personalizado. Al igual 
que yo pude it en pos de 
mis suefios en este pais, 
queria asegurarme de que 
mis empleados tuvieran 
las herramientas necesa-
rias para perseguir tam-
bier' sus suerios. 

No soy en absoluto un 
caso aislado. Millones de 
inmigrantes como yo apo-
yan nuestra economia y 
nuestra fuerza laboral 
creando empresas y traba-
jando con diligencia en 
sus empleos. Los 4.5 
millones de inmigrantes 
en la Florida pagan 
$8,500 millones en im- 
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puestos locales y estatales 
y contribuyen con 
$98,000 millones anuales 
a la economia de la Flori-
da. Tambien somos crea-
dores de empleo, ya que 
los propietarios de nego-
cios inmigrantes de la 
Florida emplean a mas de 
845,000 personas. 

Estas contribuciones no 
se dan facilmente. Los 
inmigrantes trabajan duro 
para tener la oportunidad 
de forjarse una vida mejor. 
A pesar de enfrentar innu-
merables obstaculos, los 
inmigrantes siguen siendo 
resilientes y contribuyen 
con pasion a nuestra eco-
nomia, nuestras comuni-
dades y nuestra fuerza 
laboral. 

Tambien tengo el honor 
de prestar servicio como 
mtegrante electa de'la 
Junta Escolar del Condado 
Miami-Dade. Me animan 
los esfuerzos del personal 
del distrito para crear un 
entorno incluyente y de 
apoyo para los estudiantes 
indocumentados, que 
experimentan mayores 
tasas de depresion, ansie-
dad y trastorno de estres 
postraumatico. En mi 
primer mes como miem-
bro de la Junta, propuse el 
punto H-8, que reenfocaba 
y volvia a comprometer a 
las Escuelas Pablicas del 
Condado Miami-Dade 
(M-DCPS) a proporcionar 
recursos post-secundarios 
y a apoyar a los estudian-
tes indocumentados y a  

los de familias de estatus 
mixto. Como resultado de 
este punto, el trabajo del 
personal del Distrito, y el 
apoyo de los socios de la 
comunidad, M-DCPS 
ahora tiene un sitio web 
integral amigable para los 
estudiantes lleno de recur-
sos y el personal de servi-
dos estudiantiles recibe 
desarrollo profesional 
especifico. 

Si bien esta y otras ac-
ciones similares tomadas a 
nivel local son importan-
tes, es hora de que el Con-
greso adopte medidas 
claras y concretas para 

.lograr un carnbio significa-
tivo que tenga un impacto 
positivo en los 74,000 
estudiantes 
indocumentados de la 
Florida. 

Para mi, y otros como 
yo, la reforma migratoria 
es mas que un juego de 
football politico partidista. 
Se trata de las esperanzas 
y los suelios de millones 
de estudiantes, familias y 
trabajadores que solo 
quieren una oportunidad 
de perseguir el Sue& 
American°. 

Soy una estadounidense 
y una inmigrante orgullo-
sa. Conozco por experien-
cia las increibles contribu-
ciones que los inmigrantes 
pueden hacer a nuestra 
nation. Les pido que se 
unan a mi en el trabajo de ' 
reformar nuestro sistema 
migratorio aprobando 
reformas integrales de 
inmigracion para mante-
ner a las familias seguras, 
para impulsar nuestra 
fuerza laboral y la econo-
mia, y para proteger la 
belleza cultural de los 
migrantes en nuestras 
comunidades. 

Luisa Santos es miembro 
de la Junta Escolar de Mia-
mi-Dade en representation 
del Distrito 9. 
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AMPARO, la opera prima del premiado director SIMON MESA SOTO protagonizada por la ganadora del 

premio a Mejor Actriz Revelation en el Festival de Cannes SANDRA MELISSA TORRES, anuncia su fecha de 

estreno en Colombia para el pr6ximo 28 de abril. 

zHasta donde Ilega el amor de una madre por sus hijos? En un pais como Colombia, con decadas de 

conflicto armado y en donde solo durante el 2021 se registraron mas de 200 jovenes reclutados 

forzosamente en las principales ciudades del pais, esta pregunta adquiere unas connotaciones que 

solamente el tine, con su aguda observacion del cotidiano, es capaz de desvelarnos. 

LAS MUJERES DE RED: EL PODER( 

LEGADO FEMENINO DELANTE Y DI 
CAMARA EN LA NUEVA PELICULA 

PIXAR 

& Sarah Lee I RP I Directora y Jett 

Prensa n Apr 12, 2022 

HBO MAX ESTARA DISPONIBLE EN 

PANTALLAS DE LOS TELEVISORES I 
LATINOAMERICA 

& Sarah Lee I RP I Directora y Jefi 

Prensa 	Apr 12, 2022 

Infinix Mobile, la m.rr.a que en 
a los jovenes co/ 	is de a 
calidad, fortaleck 	.. „orrarlo 

Colombia 	Obtener Beton 
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FICHA TECNICA 

DIRECTOR: SimOn Mesa 

PRODUCTORES: Juan Sarmiento G., Simon Mesa Soto. 

CASA PRODUCTORA: Ocultimo 
CO-PRODUCTORA: Flare Film, Medio de Contention Producciones. 

GENERO: Fiction 

PAIS: Colombia 

IDIOMA: Espanol 

DURACIoN: 95 minutos 

AMPARO TRAILER  
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> Videos 
Trailer AMPARO Una pelicula de Sim6n Mesa Soto, una 
coproducciOn de Medio de ContenciOn Producciones 
#PelicilaAmparo I Estreno en Colombia el 28 de abril 2022 

rnmmant 	7 

SINOPSIS 

Tras un largo turno de noche, Amparo, madre soltera con dos hijos, regresa a casa, pero ellos no estan alli. 

Pronto descubre que su hijo Elias ha sido reclutado por el ejercito y sera enviado al frente, a una peligrosa zona 

de guerra cerca de la frontera. 

Su destino parece sellado. Solo un dia antes de la partida de Elias, Amparo consigue contactar con un hombre 

que le ofrece alterar los archivos de su hijo y sacarle de al. Sin apenas opciones, Amparo emprende una carrera 

contra el tiempo para liberar a su hijo en una sociedad donde reina la corrupci6n. 

AMPARO 

Revista Whats Up 
9 hours ago 

STARZPLAY lanza el avance oficial de la 
temporada de P-Valley 

#Noticias #SiganEnConexion 
#RevistaWhatsUp #AficionesColombia 
See more 

STARZPLAY Releases Official P-Valley 
Season 2 Teaser .. #Noticias 
#SiganEnConexion #RevistaWhatsUp 
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#NoticiasFullMagazine 
Translated 
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FESTIVALES: 

> - Prix Fondation Louis Roederer de la Revelation. Semaine de la Critique, Festival de Cannes. 

> - Silver Hugo, New Directors Competition. Chicago International Film Festival. 

> - Premio del Jurado de la Critica Internacional. Festival de Cine de Lima, Competencia. 

> - Festival Internacional de Cine de San Sebastian, Horizontes Latinos. 

> - Karlovy Vary International Film Festival, Horizons. 

> - Pingyao International Film Festival, Crouching Tigers Competition. 

> - Busan International Film Festival, World Cinema. 

> - Jerusalem Film Festival, Debuts. 

> - Sydney Film Festival, Features. 

> - Hof International Film Festival. 

> - Festival Pantalla Latina. 

> - Festival Internacional de Cine de Morelia. 

> - Ljubljana International Film Festival, Panorama. 

> - Sao Paulo International Film Festival, New Directors Competition. 

> - Films from the South Festival, New Voices. 

> - Miradas Medellin, Festival de Cine y Artes Audiovisuales. Pelicula inaugural. 

> - Cairo International Film Festival, Critics Week 

> - Goteborg Film Festival, Voyage 

> - Festival de Cine Global de Santo Domingo. 

> - Festival Internacional de Cine de Punta del Este, Competencia Iberoamericana. 

> - Miami Film Festival. 

> - Niva! Spanish & Latin American Festival. 
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Mas Chic. Estreno en Col 
los episodios de la primi 
temporada de "Espacios 
mas estilo" 

#TrabajoSiHay Grupo EUL 
esta contratando person 
Colombia 

eComo lograr una 
alimentaciOn sustentabl 
deliciosa y saludable? 

Regresa Fear the Walking 
Dead a Colombia con 
episodios de estreno 

 

Amparo, la mas reciente pelicula del director colombiano Simon Mesa Soto, aborda esta pregunta desde la 

perspectiva de una madre en la Medellin de los anos 90, cuando se multiplicaron los actores armados en las 

zonas rurales del pals y los j6venes de sectores populares se convirtieron en la punta de lanza de una guerra 

que el Estado les ofrecio como unica alternativa. 

Obtener Beton 
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AMPARO ES INQUEBRANTE Y TODA SU 
FUERZA ESTA DISPUESTA PARA HALER DEL 

MUNDO UN LUGAR MEJOR PARA SUS HIJOS 
Este 28 de abrii estrena en Colombia 

f W© 

Iu 
AMPARO, la Opera prima del premiado director Simon Mesa Soto 

protagonizada por la ganadora del premio a Mejor Actriz RevelaciOn en 

el Festival de Cannes Sondra Melissa Torres, anuncia su fecha de 

estreno en Colombia para el prOximo 28 de abril. 

Hasta deride liege el amor de una madre 

por sus Nos? En un pals comp Colombia, 

con decadas de conflicto armado y en 

donde solo durante el 2021 se regisearon 

man de 200 Ovando roclutodos &masa-

ingots en las principales cludades del pals, 

este pregunta adquiere unas connotacio• 

nes que solarnente at tine, con su aguda 

observation del cotidiano, as capaz de 

desvelarnos. 

AMPARO, la mss reciente pellcula del direc. 

tor colombiano Shndon Mesa Soto, aborda 

este pregunta desde la perspectiva de una 

madre en la Medellin de los anos 90, 

cuando as multiplIcaron los actores alma. 

dos en las zones nurales del pals y los Jove. 

nes de sectores populares se convirtieron 

an la punta de lanza de una guerra que el 

Estado Fes *Erode come Onkel a/tomtit/vv. 

Esta pelicula es 'el retroto de una modre 

soften" luchando contra los odversidodes de 

una sociedoddomincido por ei machismo, lo 

gooney/acorn/padre, anotaJoanSonnien-

to G., es:doctor de la pelicula que, entre el 

2021 y el 2022, ha cosechado cuatro 

premios y man de 20 otioccionoo en presti• 

glosos festivales intemacionales. 

En efecto, at personate principal de la pelf. 

cula, Ampere, representa a decenas de 

miles de madras colombianas que, bate las 

hostiles cktammondos do M guarro, 

deben enfrentar no solo el temor de la 

Forth& de en hqe, slno tambien la feViCti• 

mizacion y los abuses de un sistema social 

y politico controlado por hombres en post-

clones do poder. 

4/13/22, 10:15 AM 	AMPARO Una pelicula sobre una madre dispuesta a Ilegar hasta las Oltimas consecuencias para defender a su hijo - REVISTA 

Esta pelicula es "el retrato de una madre soltera luchando contra las adversidades de una sociedad dominada 

Obtener Boton 
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por el machismo, la guerra y la corrupcion", anota Juan Sarmiento G., productor de la pelicula que, entre el 2021 

y el 2022, ha cosechado cuatro premios y mas de 20 selecciones en prestigiosos festivales internacionales. 

"Yo fui at hijo menor, mi modre se oferni o mf tanto como yo a ello.°Comentasobre 

su madre Simon Masa, director de Amparo. °Muchos de los momentos de 

intimidad de la pelicula son imdgenes de mis recuerdos a su lado, como preguntarle 

si era feliz porque yo en el fondo sabla de sus angustias, o Ilevarme muy temprano 

a estudiar, cuando no habia ni salido el sol, porque no le quedaba de otra, o vender 

productos por catalog° para cubrir los gastos que no le alcanzaban con lo que 

ganaba. Las luchas de mi madre fueron para mi un acto de resistencia enorme, la 

batalla de la vida ordinaria cuya Oka motivacion fue sacar a sus hijos adelante en 

una sociedad que la puso contra las cuerdas. Gracias a ella pude terminar la 

universidad y ver en el cine una opci6n de vida, aunque tal vez ella hubiera querido 

que me dedicara a otra coca, algo mas estable. Pero gracias a ella, a su lucha, pude 

forjar una forma de pensar y cuestionar la sociedad en la que crecr, concluye. 

Circunstancias como la del argumento de la pellcula, en el que Amparo, 

madre soltera trabajadora, recurre a un tramitador, una figura nebulosa en la 

historia del conflicto armado, para evitar que su hijo, Elias, sea reclutado y 

arrojado a la guerra; una practrca normalizada en una sociedad como 

Colombia que, tras decadas de silencio, comienza a escuchar y a reconstruir 

su mimed° historic°. 

Ampere, y su contribucion a esa historia plural que Colombia debe conocer, 

se podra ver en las salas de cine del pals desde el 28 de abril. 

Hog° click para ver 

TODO SOBRE 
AMPARO EN: 
>> 	docco.co/omporo 

LABORATORIOS BLACK VELVET 
Agencio de comunicociones de Doc:co 
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	AMPARO Una pelicula sobre una madre dispuesta a Ilegar hasta las Oltimas consecuencias para defender a su hijo - REVISTA 

En efecto, el personaje principal de la pelicula, Amparo, representa a decenas de miles de madres colombianas 

que, bajo las hostiles circunstancias de la guerra, deben enfrentar no s610 el temor de la perdida de un hijo, sino 

tambien la revictimizaciOn y los abusos de un sistema social y politico controlado por hombres en posiciones de 

poder. 

16 

"Yo fui el hijo menor, mi madre se aferr6 a mi tanto como yo a ella." Comenta sobre su madre Simon 

Mesa, director de Amparo. "Muchos de los momentos de intimidad de la pelicula son imagenes de mis 

recuerdos a su lado, como preguntarle si era feliz porque yo en el fondo sabia de sus angustias, o Ilevarme 

muy temprano a estudiar, cuando no habla ni salido el sol, porque no le quedaba de otra, o vender 

productos por catalogo para cubrir los gastos que no le alcanzaban con lo que ganaba. Las luchas de mi 

madre fueron para ml un acto de resistencia enorme, la batalla de la vida ordinaria cuya Unica motivaciOn 

fue sacar a sus hijos adelante en una sociedad que la puso contra las cuerdas. Gracias a ella pude 

terminar la universidad y ver en el cine una opciOn de vida, aunque tal vez ella hubiera querido que me 

dedicara a otra cosa, algo m6s estable. Pero gracias a ella, a su lucha, pude forjar una forma de pensar y 

cuestionar la sociedad en la que crecr, concluye. 33 

Obtener Beton 
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