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PRESIDENTIAL INVESTITURE

n invesfiture is an academic ceremony steeped in fra-
dition and protocol, symbolizing the pursuit of knowl-

edge in higher education. The ceremony itself is defined

as "the formal transference of authority in a high office.”
The presidential invesfiture includes an academic pro-

cession of MDC's faculty and staff as well as delegates

from other colleges and universities. Participants in the pro-
cessional wear colorful academic regalia representing
their own insfitutions. The event also includes musical inter-
ludes along with greetings from members of the College,

the higher education community, government and other
honored guests.



INVESTITURE CEREMONY

MUSICAL PRELUDE
New World School of the Arts Symphony Orchestra, Dr. Hyunjee Chung, Conductor

PROCESSIONAL
Mace Bearer Disfrict Leadership
Delegates of Colleges and Universities Inauguration Ceremony Guests
Faculty Marshals District Board of Trustees
Faculty and Administration of the College The President

PRESENTATION OF THE COLORS

Miami Dade College School of Justice, Florida law Enforcement Academy Honor Guard

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE NATIONAL ANTHEM
Frank Cejas, President, Kendall Campus SGA Dalila lugo, Student, New World School of the Arts
INVOCATION
Richard Paul Dunn Il, Senior Pastor, Faith Community Baptist Church
WEICOME
Michael Bileca, Chair, District Board of Trustees
GREETINGS
MDC FOUNDATION BOARD FLORIDA COLLEGE SYSTEM
Alfredo Salas, Chair & MDC Alumnus Kathy Hebda, Chancellor
MIAMI-DADE COUNTY MIAMI-DADE COUNTY LEGISLATIVE DELEGATION
Daniella levine Cava Ana Maria Rodriguez, Chair
Mayor Senator, Florida State Senate, District 39
CITY OF MIAM| UNITED FACULTY OF MIAMI DADE COLLEGE
Francis X. Suarez Mark Richard
Mayor Former President & Current Counsel



GREETINGS

SUPPORT STAFF COUNCIL FLORIDA COLLEGE SYSTEM COUNCIL OF PRESIDENTS
Pefer Davila Angela Garcia Falconetti, Chair, &
Kendall Campus President, Polk State College
STUDENT GOVERNMENT ASSOCIATION UNITED STATES CONGRESS
Isabella Cunningham Special Presentation
Wolfson Campus President Frederica Wilson, Congresswoman, Florida Distfrict 24

MUSICAL INTERIUDE
New World School of the Arts Symphony Orchestra

INVESTITURE POET

Richard Blanco

PRESENTATION OF THE COLLEGE MACE AND PRESIDENTIAL MEDALLION
INVESTITURE OF THE PRESIDENT

Michael Bileca, Chair, District Board of Trustees
Rolando Montoya, Former MDC Interim President

INVESTITURE ADDRESS

Madeline Pumariega

CLOSING OF THE CEREMONY

BENEDICTION
Imam Nasir Ahmad, Masjid Al-Ansar
Rabbi Robyn Fisher, Beth Or
Father Patrick O'Neill, Archdiocese of Miami

RECESSIONAL

*At time of printing.



Madeline Pumariega
PRESIDENT, MIAMI DADE COLLEGE

Madeline  Pumariega is T T
the first female president to
lead Miami Dade College,
one of the nation’s larg-
est educational insfitutions.
Adding to the historic na-
fure of this appoinfment is
that Pumariega is an alum-

na of MDC.

TRAILBLAZER IN
ACADEMIA

Pumariega’s love for aca-
demics and service excel-
lence began as a student
at MDC and continued
during her 20 vears of
service af the College in
positions of ascending re-
sponsibility, culminating in
her role as Wolfson Cam-
pus president. Prior fo be-
coming MDC's president,
Pumariega was appoint-
ed the first female and
Hispanic chancellor of the Florida College System (FCS).
In that role, she designed and implemented strategies to

keep college accessible and affordable for Floridians, es-

pecially for those entering high-demand job fields. During

her tenure, several of the
FCS's 28 colleges —which
serve 800,000 students —
rose in the rankings of U.S.
News & World Report as
well as by other national
measures. Florida was also
named No. 1 in higher ed-
ucation by U.S. News.

In 2019, Pumariega be-
came the executive vice
president and provost of
Tallahassee  Community
College (TCC), where her
innovative approaches ad-
vanced the College's three
core divisions: academic
affairs, student affairs and
workforce  development.
Pumariega  helped TCC
achieve ifs status as one of

the top 10 community col-

leges in the nation, as awarded by the prestigious Aspen
Institute. She also serves as affiliate professor of leadership
at the NYU Steinhardt School of Culture, Education, and
Human Development.



CHAMPION FOR YOUTH

Serving the community outside of
higher education, she was also pre-
viously the executive director of Take
Stock in Children, a statewide non-
profit focused on breaking the cycle
of poverty by helping students com-
plete their high school education
and advance info postsecondary
education and careers.

CATALYST FOR TRANSFORMATION

In her new role as MDC president, Pumariega has champi-
oned a new strategic plan for the College developed with
input from more than 1,000 stakeholders. The plan focus-
es on five key priorities: reimagining for student success;
accelerating academic excellence and innovation; valuing
a culture of care to advance student outcomes; fueling the
falent needs of a global economy; and securing the future
of the College.

“MDC serves as a

beacon of hope for

our students and
community.”

She has now engaged hundreds
of leaders and volunteers around
these five key prioriies, and this
transformational work is well on its
way at MDC.

Pumariega has also prioritized
working with business partners fo
identify the skills needed by key in-
dustries and failoring higher educa-
fion programs to mafch those needs.
This infenfional forming of strate-
gic alliances and job pathways between companies and
MDC students accelerates each graduate's ability to enfer
the workforce immediately.

Driving her relentless pursuit is the passion to develop
leaders and build thriving communities. Pumariega clearly
recognizes higher education’s role in fransforming lives and
communities, and is designing her presidency af MDC fo
position the College to deliver on its mission of providing a
world-class education.




PRESIDENTIAL INVESTITURE CEREMONY

CHAINS OF THE OFFICE & PRESIDENTIAL MEDALLION

For centuries, ceremonial Chains of the Office have hon-
ored the highest officials of educational instituftions. Follow-
ing in this tradition, college and university presidents wear
specially designed chains and medallions as part of the
pomp and ceremony af official public celebrations such as
the inauguration of a new president.

During the investiture ceremony, the chain and medallion
are placed around the president’s neck to represent the yoke
of responsibility for the welfare of the insfitution. The presi-
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dent will thereafter wear the chain and medallion at all aca-
demic convocations, commencements and other ceremonial
events requiring academic regalia.

The Miami Dade College presidential chain and medal-
lion are forged in bronze and include a cast of the seal
of the College with the year of founding, 1960. Along the
chain are curved bronze banners with the names of each of
MDC's campuses in order of incorporation as well as the
name of the fifth College president, Madeline Pumariega.
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ACADEMIC REGALA

Academic attire typically worn by the faculty and staff of
today’s colleges and universities is based on a long his-
fory of tradition which began in medieval Europe. The
gown was a common form of dress for varying ranks of
people including scholars at universities. Over the centu-
ries, the hood and cap also became distinctive parts of
the academic costume, which then became known as re-
galia. As trades, professions, guilds and universities de-
veloped, variations indicated by colors and materials
came info being to identify various affiliations.

Universities gradually modified the gowns, hoods and
caps into distinctive forms to identify a person’s level of
academic achievement. In the late 19th century, Ameri-
can colleges and universities agreed upon a somewhat
uniform application of academic regalia. Typically, schol-
ars with bachelor's degrees wear the unadormed black
robe. Those with master's degrees also wear a hood
lined with the colors of their college and trimmed with the
specific color designated for their academic discipline.
The doctoral degree robe additionally has three velvet
bars on each sleeve and the hood is more omnate.

Faculty and staff members wear the traditional aftire of
the college or university that conferred their degrees.

ACADEMIC MACE

The academic mace is an ornamental staff with disfinctive
symbols, having hisforical origins in ancient and medieval
weaponry. Over fime, the mace has become a symbol of
peaceful leadership, with academic maces representing
the authority invested in the president of an insfitution of
higher learning by its governing board.

Ceremonial maces symbolize authority, leaming, schol-

arship, history, reputation and values. They commemorate
elegance, honor, pageantry, purpose, quality, solemnity,
stability and continuity. The Miami Dade College mace is
a richly vamished mahogany staff with the College seal
embedded info the head of the mace. The mace is tradi-
tionally carried at convocation and commencement cere-
monies by the president or by the faculty member with the
longest tenure.
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COMMITMENT TO COMMUNITY

Miami Dade College opened its doors in 1960 with just
under 1,500 students. Dade County Junior College, as it
was then known, was open to any county resident who
had graduated from high school, and tuition was free to all
county residents.

By the mid-1960s nearly 15,000 students were atfend-
ing the original North Campus, ifs buildings bursting at the
seams. While new construction got underway at North,
plans were made for a second campus in Kendall and o
third in downtown Miami. South Campus (Kendall) would
open in 1964, and by 1967 the College was the largest
institution of higher learning in the state of Florida.

The 1970s saw the College change its name to Mi-
ami-Dade Community College. The downfown campus of-
ficially opened in 1970 and would later be renamed for
one of the College’s founders, Mitchell Wolfson. The Med-
ical Center Campus opened its doors in 1976 in the heart
of Miami's flourishing medical district.

A modest College-sponsored book fest, "Books by

the Bay,” was held at the Wolfson Campus in 1983. To-
day, Miami Book Fair is one of the most respected literary
events in the country.

The New World School of the Arts opened in
1988 and is recognized as one of the premier arts high
school/college programs in the country, with the work of
its graduates gamering recognition from New York to Los
Angeles.

In 1990, Homestead Campus opened in the First Bop-
fist Church with 350 students. By 1991, a modem campus
facility was built to serve South Dade's burgeoning student
population.

The College's sixth campus became a redlity in 1998
when the InterAmerican Center was granted Campus sfa-
tus by the District Board of Trusfees.

In 2003, The Honors College opened to academical-
ly giffed students. With scholarship and enrichment op-
portunities, it prepares students for transfer fo many of the
most prestigious colleges and universities in the nation.
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When the College began offering fouryear degrees,
Miami-Dade Community College officially became Miami
Dade College (MDC). The first bachelor's degrees were
awarded in 2005.

Also in 2005, MDC became the proud steward of the
historic Freedom Tower. Referred fo as the Ellis Island of
the South, the building received the many immigrants who
flocked to South Florida in the 1960s and 1970s.

In the mid-2000s, the College added two more new
campuses, Hialeah Campus and West Campus, to serve
even more of the Greater Miami community.

Over the last decade, MDC has taken higher educa-
fion innovation to entirely new levels with groundbreaking
inifiatives and curricula that evolve in sync with local indus-
fry as well as the global workforce, including:

* Cybersecurity Center of the Americas — address-
es the demand for cybersecurity professionals and
boasts the only Cyberbit range in Florida.

*  Miami Animation & Gaming International Complex
(MAGIC) — prepares students for careers as cre-
afive directors, graphic artists, illustrators and 2D
and 3D animators.
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Idea Cenfer — a creative and enfrepreneurial hub
fo meef America's most pressing economic and so-
cial challenges.
Miami Culinary Institute (MCI) — af the epicenter of
culinary education excellence offering experiences
at the forefront of the industry.
Miami Fashion Institute (MFI) — realworld experi-
ence meefs the classroom with faculty that includes re-
nowned artists, designers and business professionals.
Center for leaming, Innovation and Simulation (CLIS)
— state-ofthe-art medical simulation center at Medical
Campus is one of the largest and finest in the nation.
Before the end of the new millennium’s second decade,
the number of MDC alumni would reach more than 2 million.
From its earliest beginnings, Miami Dade College has
been at the forefront of innovation, cultivating opportuni-
fies in an everchanging career landscape. The College'’s
efforts have created new generations of professionals
frained and encouraged to pursue their passions and dis-
cover their purpose for a life of career success.



Miami Dade College

PAST PRESIDENTS

Kenneth R. Williams

Tenure: 1959 — May 1962

In 1959, the late Kenneth R. Williams, president of Central
Florida Junior College in Ocala, was appointed first presi-
dent of the yetto-be-opened Dade County Junior College.
Williams hired 12 administrators and 39 fulHime faculty fo
feach at a temporary campus while sites and architectur
al plans were developed and built out. Classes began on
Sept. 9, 1960 with 1,428 students as the first junior col-
lege in the sfafe of Florida to be infegrated. He resigned in
1962 to become president of Florida Atlantic University, a
new sfate university in Boca Raton.

Peter Qsiko Ir.

Tenure: July 1962 — June 1980

In 1962, the late Peter Masiko Jr., a leader in the nation’s ju-
nior college movement, was named the second president of
Dade County Junior College after serving as dean at two
Chicago junior colleges. During his tenure, MDC opened
three major campuses — North, South (Kendall] and Med-
ical Center — while it centralized some operations and
grappled with desegregation and massive social change.
Masiko led the insfitution through its formative years, over
seeing fremendous growth and progress, including separo-
fion from the public school system and being govemed by
its own Disfrict Board of Trustees. The College was renamed
Miami-Dade Community College in 1973.
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Robert H. McCabe

Tenure: June 1980 — March 1995

In 1963, the late Robert McCabe joined the College as
assistant to the president. He became the third College
president in 1980, nurturing its growth to a five-campus
institution. Under McCabe's watch, the sprawling Kendall
Campus would open in 1967 on Southwest 104th Street.
McCabe led MDC into becoming the nation's largest
community college with campuses across South Florida.
He left a mark on local and national education in opening
the Wolfson Campus in downtown Miami. He also found-
ed the New World School of the Arts, which operates
in parinership with the University of Florida and MDCPS.
McCabe came to symbolize MDC and was recognized
nationally as its advocate and creator as well as a respect-
ed innovator in the community college field. He instituted
many “firsts” for students, faculty and the community while
increasing access for minorifies.

Fduardo |. Padrén

Tenure: September 1995 — August 2019

In 1995, Eduardo Padrén was named the fourth president
of Miami Dade College and grew MDC into one of the
largest institutions of higher education in America with more
than 90,000 credit students. He elevated MDC info a po-
sifion of national prominence among the best and most rec-
ognized U.S. colleges and universities. In just the first few
years of the new century, the College celebrated its 1 mil
lionth student, received sfate approval to offer baccalaure-
afe degrees, established The Honors College, opened sev-
eral new campuses and centers, and saw the official name
of the institution changed to Miami Dade College. In 2009,
TIME magazine included Padrén on the list of “The 10 Best
College Presidents.” In 2016, President Barack Obama
awarded him the Presidential Medal of Freedom, the high-
est civilian honor in the U.S., for being a prominent national
voice for access and inclusion in higher education.

1 Rolando Montoya
' INTERIM PRESIDENT  Tenure: August 2019 — November 2020

In August of 2019, former MDC trustee Rolando Montoya was appointed inferim president while the
search for the College’s fifth president was underway. Prior to his retirement in 2016, Montoya had
served as Provost and Chief Operations Officer. During his three decades ot MDC, he also served
in other positions of ascending responsibility, culminating in Wolfson Campus president.
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PRESIDENTIAL INVESTITURE CEREMONY

Official Delegates to the investiture of
Madeline Pumariega as the fitth president
of Miami Dade College (in order of founding:

Ramon Hill, Delegate
Indiana University, 1820

Leslie Victor Pantin, Trustee

Florida State University, 1851

Richard Cole, Trustee
University of Florida, 1853

Kathy Hebda, Chancellor

Florida College System
Florida Department O?Educofion, 1869

Nicole Washington, Trusfee
Florida Agricultural and
Mechanical University, 1887

Julio Frenk, President
University of Miami, 1925

Tonjua Williams, President
St. Petersburg College, 1927

Ava Parker, President

Palm Beach State College, 1933

Mike Allen, President
Barry University, 1940

Joe Pickens, President

St. Johns River State College, 1958

Greg Haile, President
Broward College, 1960

John Kelly, President
Florida Aflantic University, 1961

David Armstrong, President
St. Thomas University, 1961

Theodorea Regina Berry
Vice Provost & Dean
University of Central Florida, 1963

Angela Falconetti, President
Po?k State College, 1964

Mark B. Rosenberg, President
Florida International University, 1965

Jonathan Gueverra, President

The College of the Florida Keys, 1965

Ceorgia lorenz, President
Seminole State College of Florida, 1965

Patti Locascio, Chief of Staff
Santa Fe College, 1965

Jim Murdaugh, President
Tollahassee Community College, 1966

Timothy Beard, President
Pasco-Hernando State College, 1967

Wayne Riggs, Dean
Flagler College, 1968

Jee Hang lee, President & CEO

Association of Community College Trusfees, 1969

Llonnie Howard, President
Lamar Institute of Technology, 1995

*At time of printing.
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FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION
STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION
Tom Grady, Chair
Ben Gibson, Vice Chair
Monesia Brown
Marva Johnson
Andy Tuck
Ryan Petty
Joe York
Richard Corcoran, Commissioner

DISTRICT BOARD OF TRUSTEES
Michael Bileca
Chair

Nicole VWashington
Vice Chair

Anay Abraham
Roberto Alonso
Marcell Felipe
Ismare Monreal

MDC FOUNDATION
BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Alfredo Salas
Chair

Carlos R. Fernandez-Guzman
Vice Chair

Toby B. Rohrer
Secretary

Henry Fleches
Treasurer

Julie Grimes
Immediate Past Chair

Anay Abraham
Sheldon T. Anderson
David M. Arditi
Michael Bileca
Tere Blanca
Reginald Clyne
Miguel G. Farra
Joseph A. Fernandez
Arthur J. Furia
Eloise Gonzalez
Julie Greiner
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lynn Hackney
René Hagen
Malou C. Harrison
Beatrice Louissaint
Nelson R. Mezerhane B.
Efrain Monzon
Madeline Pumariega
Penny Shaffer
Jose Sirven

INVESTITURE COMMITTEE
Louis and Ellen Wolfson

Chair

Sheldon and Florence Anderson
Melissa Medina
Rick Beasley
Mitchell Kaplan
Abbey Chase
Al Dotson
David Lawrence Jr.
Ernie Diaz
Gerald Grant
Efrain Monzon
Maria Alonso
Maria Ignacia Arcaya
Toni Rondo|ph
Yolanda Valencia
Alfred Sanchez

CAMPUS PRESIDENTS
Anthony Cruz
Hialeah Campus

Oscar Lloynaz
Homestead Campus

Pascale Charlot
Kendall Campus

Bryan Stewart
Medical Campus

Fermin Vazquez

North Campus

Alanka Brown
Padrén Campus
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Beverly Moore-Garcia
West Campus

Beatriz Gonzdlez
Wolfson Campus

DISTRICT LEADERSHIP
Malou C. Harrison
Executive Vice President & Provost

Tanya Acevedo
Vice Provost, Information Technology
& CIO

Jaime Anzalotta
Vice Provost, Student Affairs,
& Chief Enrollment Officer

Leo Bobadilla
Vice Provost, Facilities

lliana Castillo-Frick
Vice Provost, Human Resources

Antonio Delgado
Vice President, Innovation Technology
and Partnerships

Jeffrey Hodgson
Provost, NVWVSA

Jayson Iroff
Senior Vice Provost, Business Affairs
& CFO

Maryam Laguna Borrego
Vice President for External Affairs

& Chief of Staff
Javier ley-Soto, Esq.
General Counsel

Juan Mendieta
Director of Communications

Oberhiri Ovueraye
Vice Provost, Workforce Programs
& Professional learning
Wanda Smith
Vice Provost, Strategy & Institutional
Effectiveness
Christopher F. Starling
Vice Provost, Business Affairs

District Leadership continued



Michaela Tomova
Vice Provost, Academic Affairs

STUDENT GOVERNMENT
ASSOCIATION PRESIDENTS
Rafoel Morales, Hialeah Campus
Jazmin Laughlin, Homestead Campus
Frank Cejas, Kendall Campus
Mily Vargas, Medical Campus
Aleen Almesmar, North Campus
Luis Lopez, Padrén Campus
Katherine Padilla, West Campus
Isabella Cunningham, Wolfson Campus

SUPPORT STAFF COUNCIL
PRESIDENTS
Wendy Guifarro, Hialeah Campus
Dandria Gray, Homestead Campus
Peter Davila, Kendall Campus
Inetha Howard, Medical Campus
Pedro Juste, North Campus
Theresa Kinney, Padrén Campus
Gabriel Gonzalez, West Campus
Tarsha Adams Felton, Wolfson Campus

PRESIDENTIAL INVESTITURE CEREMONY

UNITED FACULTY OF
MIAMI DADE COLLEGE
Elizabeth Ramsay
President

Susan Epstein Garcia
Executive Vice President
AJ Kreider
Treasurer
Lomer Pierre-Philippe
Secretary
lvonne Llamazares
Vice President, Hialeah Campus
Simeon Richardson
Vice President, Homestead Campus

Marlene Morales
Vice President, Kendall Campus

Elena Perez-Mirabal
Vice President, Kendall Campus

Donna Fishkin
Vice President, Medical Campus

Sarah Garman
Vice President, North Campus

Sharon Plotkin
Vice President, North Campus

Adrianne Thompson
Vice President, Padién Campus

Terri Mitchell
Vice President, West Campus

Juan Carlos Martinez

Vice President, Wolfson Campus

Alejandro Angee

Vice President, Wolfson Campus
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FACULTY MARSHALS
Sherri F. Sinkoff, Hialeah Campus
Simeon Richardson, Homestead Campus
Stephen Johnson, Kendall Campus
Marie Efienne, Medical Campus
Isabel Rodriguez-Dehmer, North Campus
Diego Tibaquird, Padron Campus
Hien Minh Nguyen, West Campus
Davia Hudson-Holness, Wolfson Campus

MDC INVESTITURE COMMITTEE
Aleen Almesmar
lliana Castillo-Frick
Carlos Cedano
Natalia Crujeiras
Cloria De Los Reyes
Ana M. DeMahy
Oneisys Echenique
Marie Etienne
Esther (Shelly) Fano
Stephanie Fernandez
Adlar Garcia
Beatriz Gonzalez
Jeffrey Hodgson
Stephen Johnson
Alwyn Leiba
Gloria Leon
Delia lopez
Oscar loynaz
Cristina Mateo
Sara McCranie
Juan Mendieta
Helen Muhiz
Irene Mufioz
Georgette Perez
Lourdes Perez
Rene Ramos
Simeon Richardson
Isabel Rodriguez-Dehmer
Diego Tibaquira
Fermin Vazquez
Kesia Vazquez



SPECIAL THANKS

fo the dedicated people of Miami Dade College.

Your fireless efforts are appreciated beyond measure.

Miami Dade
College

300 N.E. Second Ave.
Miami, FL 33132

www.mdc.edu

Miami Dade College is an equal access/equal opportunity insfitution which does not
discriminate on the basis of sex, race, color, marital status, age, religion, national origin,
disobﬂify, veteran’s status, efhmcﬁy, pregnancy, sexual orientation or genetic information.

Contact the Office of Equal Opportunity Programs/ADA Coordinator/Title IX Coordinator at
305.237.2577 (Voice) or 711 (TTY).






