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Miami's Oscar Isaac soars to new heights in 'Star Wars: Episode VII - The 
Force Awakens' 
HIGHLIGHTS 

Isaac describes the new fi lm as "a symphony" 

The movie marks a departure f rom the character-based drama he prefers 

The Guatemalan actor was raised in Miami 
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Oscar Isaac was five years old when his father took him to see Return of the Jedi. It is the first movie he remembers seeing in a movie theater. 

"Maybe I had already seen Bambi or something at home, but Jedi was the first one that stuck with me," he says. "I came online with that one. The 

thing that sticks out most is the moment when Darth Vader's helmet comes off and you see he's just this fragile guy underneath. He's just a guy! This 

sad sack guy! That scene spoke to that part of me that saw my parents as gods. It was the moment I started to realize they were actually just people." 

When Star Wars: Episode VII - The Force Awakens starts screening on Thursday night, Isaac will help bring that same experience to a new 

generation of younger moviegoers - and giving older ones the opportunity to revisit their youth. In the movie, which is set roughly 30 years after 

Return of the Jedi, Isaac plays Poe Dameron, a hotshot with the reputation for being the best pilot in the galaxy. He flies an X-wing starfighter, he 

wears the same orange-and-white suit the soldiers of the Rebel Alliance wore in the previous movies, and he's a good guy- a member of the 

Resistance, the next-gen incarnation of the rebels. 

That's pretty much all anyone knows about Isaac's role in The Force Awakens. In an era where Twitter and online film sites often dissect movies 

from start to finish before anyone has had a chance to see them, the plot of The Force Awakens remains cloaked in mystery. Isaac has seen the 

movie, but he's contractually bound to secrecy: On his last day of filming, as he walked away from the set with his personal copy of the script as a 

keepsake, a lawyer from Lucasfilm called and asked him to return it immediately (he can have it back after the film opens). 
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Also after graduating from high school, Isaac set a daily task for himself - what he describes as "doing two things that move the chains down the 

field." That could be anything from reading a play to shooting a new headshot, calling a casting director to watching a movie - something that 

constantly made him feel like he was growing. 

A natural-born talent 

During that period, he attended a presentation of the David Mamet play Oleanna at the Area Stage theater in its former digs on Lincoln Road. After 

the show, he hung around the lobby and struck up a conversation with John Rodaz, the theater's founder and artistic director, and a lifelong 

friendship was born. 

"Oscar had a natural ability right from the start," Rodaz says. "He had a great magnetism and presence onstage. That is something you have to be 

born with. It's innate. But he also liked to talk about the history of theater and the acting process. That's what brought us together. He was interested 

in learning and growing. He questioned everything. You very rarely come across people like that. A lot of actors get wrapped up in the glamour of it 

and forget you need to establish a foundation if you want to grow." 

After performing in several plays at Area Stage, Isaac landed roles in Joseph Adler's productions of This Is Our Youth and Side Man, both performed 

at GableStage in 2000. 

"The first thing you noticed about him was his raw talent," Adler recalls. "But there was also the seriousness with which he approaches his craft - his 

discipline and professionalism. Combine that with his incredible intelligence and he's unstoppable. He was also very clever. He had a way of saying 

things that he knew would drive me nuts. I have always been an ardent liberal Democrat, and he is too. But he would intentionally say things about 

the Cuban situation or other topics that he knew would get me going. He has a great sense of humor." 

Rodaz, who was one of the people who advised Isaac to apply to New York's prestigious Juilliard School in 2001 (where he found an agent and his 

career took off), says that sense of humor persists. 

"I got a text from him one day that said 'I got cast in Guerras Estrellas,' Rodaz says "I go 'What are you talking about?' He goes 'Star Wars.' I said 

'B------t! Who do you play?' And he said 'I can't tell you."' 

Isaac laughs heartily when you remind him of that story, remnants of his impish adolescence. You get the sense that this brooding, commanding 

actor still has many facets left to unveil. After The Force Awakens, Isaac will be seen in another big-budget popcorn picture - next summer's X-Men 

Apocalypse, in which he plays the eponymous villain, alongside Jennifer Lawrence, Michael Fassbender and James McAvoy ("That was like doing 

kabuki theater on a gigantic scale," he says of his first comic-book movie). 

After another week in the U.S. doing the Star Wars press rounds, he will fly back to London where he's currently filming The Promise, a period 

drama co-starring Christian Bale and Charlotte Le Bon. As the interview wraps up, he stares out the window of a suite at the Mandarin Oriental hotel 

overlooking downtown Miami. 

"I did always feel a little bit like a fish out of water here," he says, contemplating the city. "As soon as I got to New York, it felt right. I felt like I was 

home there. But I love to come back here. My family is here. I'm infused by the craziness of this city. I was in the Design District and it felt more 

free somehow. Some of the cultural rigidness has gone away. 

"Has the city changed? Has it grown a lot?" he turns to ask you. Yes, it has. But so has Isaac. 

Rene Rodriguez: 305-376-3611, @ReneMiamiHerald 
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