
History of the MDC 
Kendall Campus 

Environmental Center 



Earth Ethics Institute emerged 

as a program of the 

Environmental Demonstration 

Center, a unique project 

housed on the Miami Dade 

College Kendall Campus
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Introduction



• In 1978, a group of 

individuals broke ground on 

the west side of Kendall 

Campus

• From here, the 

Environmental 

Demonstration Center 

(now the Environmental 

Center) sprouted up. 
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Built by Volunteers



Innovative Design
Energy-efficient system demonstrations 

included: 

• photovoltaic cells and wind generators 

storing energy in batteries

• a windmill pumping water up to a 

gravity-feed storage tank

• a passive solar water heater

• a gray-water system for the kitchen 

and bathroom sinks

• solar water distiller

• a Clivus Multrum composting toilet 
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Innovative structural designs 

demonstrating:

• food dehydration

•  insulation efficiency

•  Counterweight and pulley systems

As well as… 

•  organic gardens

•  composting systems

•  native landscaping



A Home to Several MDC Learning Centers

The Environmental Demonstration Center, 

conceived in 1976 by Dr. McGregor Smith, Jr, 

prospered and housed several programs:

• Owner-Builder Center

• Landscape Center

• Tropical Lifestyle Center

• Nature Center 
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• The original Environmental  

Demonstration Center was razed 

after Hurricane Andrew in 1992  

• The photo shows the site of the 

center in 1994 
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Hurricane Andrew 



A New 
Environmental 
Center
• MDC Continuing Education 

developed a new Environmental 

Center on the site 

• Environmental education programs 

were offered to the community, 

attracting student visitors from all 

over the county 
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A community Resource 
“Demonstrating the breadth of MDC’s reach and 

influence, a delegation of government officials from a 

dozen Latin American countries recently requested a 

tour of the Environmental Center at Kendall Campus 

because they were impressed with the summer 

environmental programs for children offered through 

the School of Community Education.” 

“Delegates Tour Environmental Center”
College Forum

September 2009
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• At Kendall Campus, the Environmental Center's 

Visitor Pavilion provides a perfect introduction to 

the campus' nine-acre preserve. 

• Featuring a completely "off-the-grid" design, the 

Platinum LEED-certified Pavilion showcases solar 

panels and rainwater collection in a "living 

classroom" that welcomes more than 10,000 

visitors a year.
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Environmental Center's Visitor Pavilion



• In 2017 the Environmental Center was 

again damaged; this time by Hurricane 

Irma 

• The Environmental Center has been 

closed since that time
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Hurricane Irma 



Reactivating
 the Kendall Campus

 Environmental Center 

• 2023 – 2024 Earth Ethics Institute has been offering faculty professional 

development, cocurricular activities, volunteer opportunities, and  

environmental education at the Kendall Campus Environmental Center. 
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